
Lost labour: Fruitless effort. 

Digging in search for a treasure is a lost 
labour. 

Labour of love: Task one delights in. 

For him, playing music is a labour oflove. 

Labours of Hercules, Herculean labour: 
A task requiring enormous strength. 

Managing all these branches of the 
company is a Herculean labour. 

Lack-lustre: Dull. 

This is a lack-lustre job. 

To kick down the ladder: Abandon 

friends or occupations that have helped 

one to rise. 

A noble man never kicks down the ladder. 

Lady-chair: A chair for carrying one who 
cannot walk. 
They carried him in a lady chair. 

Lady-killer: Man devoting himself to the 

conquest of ladies. 

Casanova and Don Juan were famous 
lady-killers. 

Ladies' man: A man fond of female 

society. 

Rasputin was a ladies' man. 

As well be hanged for a sheep as for a 
lamb: Robbing valuable things equals to 

robbing a valueless things in case of being 

arrested for robbery. It is better to go the 

whole hog. 
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A wolf in lamb's clothing: A hypocrite. 
Beware ofhim, he is a wolf in lamb's 
clothing. 

Land of the dead: Heaven. 
His mother has gone to the land of the 
dead. 

Land of the living: Earth. 

Do good while you are in the land of the 
living. 

To lash oneself into a rage: To put 

oneself into anger. 
I advise you not to lash yourself into a 
rage. 

Latter end: Death. 
All people must reach the latter end. 

To laugh in one's sleeve: To laugh 

unseen laughter. 
As someone has written the word "Fool" 
on his back, the boys laughed in their 
sleeves. 

To laugh on the wrong side of the 
mouth: To have revulsion from joy to 
tears. 
If your wife hears about this, you will 
laugh on the wrong side of the mouth. 

He laughs best who laugh last: A 
proverb warning against premature 

exultation. 

To have the laugh on one's side: To turn 

the tables on one's assailant. 

He complained of me to the manager, but 
I had the laugh on my side. 

To win laurels: To win acts of honour. 

He has won many laurels. 

To look to one's laurels: To be afraid of 
losing fame. 
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Look to your laurels to gain more and 

more. 

Necessity knows no law: Necessity 

overrides sanctity of the law. 

To take the law into one's hand: To 
redress one's wrong by force. 

Many people in Upper Egypt take the law 
into their own hand and kill their enemies. 

To lay heads together: To confer for 

consultations. 
Let us lay our heads together to find an 

outlet. 

To lay great store upon: To value highly. 
I lay great store upon your friendship. 

To lay hands on: To seize. 

Her relatives laid their hands on her 
property. 

To lead one's life: To live. 
He leads the life of a dog. 

To lead a woman to the alter: To marry. 
He led her to the alter. 

Easier led than driven: 
Guide others relying on persuasion. 
Children nowadays are easier led than 
driven. 

To lead astray: To tempt to sin. 

He tried to lead her astray but he failed. 

To lead by the nose: To make one obey 

one's orders. 

He is leading his wife by the nose and my 
wife is leading me by the nose. 

Men of light and leading: Reformers of 
great influence. 

The Egyptian history is full of men of 
light and leading. 

In leading strings: In the state of 
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pupilage. 
He is still in leading strings. 

To turn over a new leaf: To mend one's 
way. 

He wishes to tum over a new leaf. 

Lean year: Famine. 

1942-1945 were lean years all over the 
world because of the Second World War. 

Leap in the dark: Hazardous attempt. 

Travelling abroad without money and 
without any qualifications is a leap in the 
dark. 

By leaps and bounds: Very quickly. 
His income increased by leaps and 
bounds. 

To take leave of one's senses: To go 
mad. 

He has taken leave of his senses. 

Stick like a leech: Stick persistently. 

You have to stick to your principle like a 
leech. 

To drink the lees: To enjoy fully. 
He drank his life to the lees. 

Over the left shoulder: Interpreted by 
contraries. 
He said everything over the left shoulder. 

To pull one's leg: To befool. 

He takes everything so seriously; I can't 

resist pulling his leg. 

To stretch one's legs: To take a walking 

exercise. 

Let us stretch our legs. 

To take to one's legs: To escape, to run 
away. 

The thief took to his legs. 

To stand on one's own legs: To be self-
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reliant. 
I prefer to stand on my own legs. 

Not to have a leg to stand upon: has 
nothing to support an argument. 
Confess! You haven't a leg to stand upon. 

On one's last legs: Near death. 
The old woman is on her last legs. 

At leisure: Not occupied. 

Meet me at your leisure. 

To lend an ear to: To obey. 
Don't lend your ear to your wife. 

Can a leopard change its spots?: 
Character persists. 
I know well his character. A leopard never 
changes its spots. 

May your shadow never be less: I wish 
you good health. 
My congratulations, and may your shadow 
never be less. 

Let down: Disappoint friendly wishes. 
He let me down and disappointed me 
when I needed his help. 

To let oneself go: To stop restraining. 
He let himself enjoying a good time with 
his friends. 

To the letter: To every detail. 
I obeyed the manager's orders to the letter. 

In letter and spirit: Inform and 

substance. 

We must obey the law in letter and Spirit. 

Man of letters: Scholar. 
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He can advise you for he is a man of letters. 

On a level with: Equal to. 

I am on a level with him. I have the same 
qualifications. 
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Find one's level: Reach the right suitable 
place. 

He has found his level at last and became 
the manager. 

To speak on the level: To talk 
reasonably. 

You are not speaking on the level. 

To do one's level best: To spare no 

efforts. 

He always does his level best. 

With the lid off: Openly. 
Tell me your opinion with the lid off. 

To tell a lie: To say a falsehood. 

I knew that the child was telling a lie 
because I had visited his school at ten 
o'clock and he was absent from school. 

To act a lie: To deceive. 
He also acted a lie as he told his mother 
that he lost his watch and I knew that he 
had sold it for a very low price to his 
friend and went to the cinema. 

White lie: A lie justified by its motive. 
What the doctor said to your mother was a 
white lie. 

Give the lie to: Prove one to be wrong. 
His presence here gives the lie to the 
rumours ofhis death. 

lie in one's teeth: to tell open lies. 

I'm sorry to tell you that you lie in your 
teeth. 

Let sleeping dogs lie: Don't stir 

something that can harm you. 

To lie in the bed one has made: Endure 

the consequences of past actions. 

Tyrants always lie in the bed they have 

made. 
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In lieu of: Instead of 
I took his pen in lieu of my pen which he 
has broken. 

A matter of life and death: Something of 
great importance. 
Oil is a matter of life and death for many 
countries. 

To bring to life: To revive. 

The news that they found her daughter 
brought her to life. 

To lay down one's life: To sacrifice one's 

life. 
He laid down his life for the sake of his 

country. 

Escape with life and limb: Escape 
completely. 
He escaped from an enemy camp with life 
and limb. 

To sell one's life dearly: To cost the killer 

heavily. 

He sold his life dearly. He killed ten of the 
enemy before he died. 

Throw light upon: Explain. 
They wanted him to throw light upon the 
true attitude of Islam towards followers of 
other religions. 

Strike a light: Light a match. 
Please, strike a light so that I can insert the 
key. 

Light come, light go 
Easy come, easy go: Easily and ill-gotten 
money does not pay. 

Like lightening: With greatest speed. 
He fired his gun like lightening. 
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To wash one's dirty linen in public: Not 
to keep one's personal problems private. 
She used to wash our dirty linen in public. 

keep a stiff upper lip: hold oneself 
together. 

Don't let them see your grief. Keep a stiff 
upper lip. 

To hang one's lip: To regret something 

that has been spoken. 

He hanged his lip after his angry outburst. 

Live a double life: Sustain two different 

characters. 

Many a man lives a double life. 

Loaves and fishes: Personal gains. 
They are fighting for getting membership 

of the Parliament just for loaves and 
fishes. 

Lodestar: Pole star. 
Hope is the lodestar of life. 

At loggerheads: Disputing and 
disagreeing. 
They are always at loggerheads. 

To gird up one's lions: Prepare for 
effort. 
Gird up your lions for our coming attack. 

The long and the short of: In brief 

The long and the short of it is that one 

must not bend beneath the first severe 

shock of misfortune. 

His greed looks through his eyes: His 

greed is visible in his face. 
Have you noticed that his greed was 

looking through his eyes? 

Look back: contemplate the past. 
If we look back, we will realize what 

changes have been made in our society. 

Look up (forward) to: Hope, expect. 
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They were looking forward to their 
uncle's visit. 

At a loose end: Without a definite 
occupation. 
He is at a loose end. 

With a loose rein: Indulgently. 

The headmaster runs the school with a 
loose rein. 

With loose tongue: Tending to useless 

talk. 
She is a girl with a loose tongue. She is 
always talking unnecessarily and 
uselessly. 

Wine loosed his tongue: Wine made him 
talk loosely. 
Wine loosed his tongue, and he told her 
about the plan of attack. 

A losing game: A game in which defeat is 
certain. 
Life is a losing game, yet we play it. 

A bad lot person: A disreputable person. 
He is a bad lot person. I used to keep away 
from him. 

Marriage is a lottery: It depends on luck. 
You may have happiness in marriage for it 
is a lottery. 

Lotus-eating: Lazy enjoyment. 
I am not fond of lotus eating. I am a man 
of action. 

For the love of: For the sake of 

He paid the money for the love of his wife. 

For love or money: By any means. 

He wants to have it for love or money. 

There is no love lost between them: 
They hate each other. 

There is no love lost between the two 
brothers. 
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The lower world: The earth. 
We have to make the best of our lower 
world. 

In low waters: Out of funds. 
Salem is in low waters nowadays. 

Low-brow: Not highly intelligent. 
Most of them are low-brows. 

A lump of selfishness: Selfishness in its 
full form. 
She is a lump of selfishness. She is always 
demanding to take everything. 

To leave in the lurch: To desert 
somebody in trouble. 
He left me in the lurch .. 
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