
Dance-macabre: The dance of death. 

War is a dance-macabre. 

Maid-of-ali-work: A girl doing 

everything. 

Electricity has become the maid-of-all­
work. 

The mailed fist: Physical or military 
forces. 
Israel was established and still exists 
relying upon its mailed fist against all 
Arab countries. 

Have an eye to the main chance: Take 
care of a good opportunity. 
He has an eye to the main chance 
everywhere. 

Mainstay: Main support. 
America is the mainstay of Israel. 

To join the majority: To die. 

His mother joined the majority last night. 

To attain majority: To come of age. 
She attained majority yesterday. 

Make or mar: Cause success or ruin. 

Atomic energy can make or mar 
humanity. 

Make after: Pursue. 

He ran making after the thief. 

Make for: Move towards. 
The plane is making for the airport. 

Make against: Be unfavourable to. 
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Their actions are making against our 
interests. 

Make it up: Be reconciled. 

Let us make it up and be friends instead of 
being enemies. 

Make out: Understand. 

He can make out all our plans. 

Man of straw: Weak, good for nothing. 

He is a man of straw. 

Man of the town: The most famous and 
important man in the town. 

Mr. Kamal Zuhdy is known as the man of 
the town. 

Man of the century: The most important 

man all over a century. 
Mr. Churchill was the man of the century. 

Man of destiny: A man supposed to 

appear within a certain period for a 

certain purpose. 
Churchill was the man of destiny for Great 
Britain during the Second World War. 

Grand manner: Old fashioned style. 
My grandfather was a man of the grand 
manner. 

Off the map: Off the account. 
She lives off the map. 

Mare's nest: Illusory discovery. 

Her inheritance turned out to be a mare's 

nest. 

Wide of the mark: Not to the point. 

Your statement is wide ofthe mark. 

To hit the mark: To achieve one's goal. 
Your answer has hit the mark. 

Make one's mark: Achieve distinction. 

He has made his mark in the world of 
singing. 
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Below the mark: Below standard. 
As a singer, you are still below the mark. 

Up to the mark: Up to the standard. 
More training will make you up to the 
mark. 

To bring one's hogs to a bad market: 
Fall in prices. 

You are unlucky. You have brought your 
hogs to a bad market. 

Man of marrow: Fat. 
He is a man of marrow. How can he find 
ready-made clothes? 

In the mass: In general. 

In the mass, women are all the same. 

The masses: The people. 
The masses always support him. 

Be master of: Have control over. 
You are the master in this factory. 

Mastermind: Schemer. 
David Ben Gorion was a mastermind in 
nasty politics. He masterminded the 
tripartite aggression against Egypt in 
1956. 

To bring about a match: To cause a 
marriage. 
It was Mr. Satwat Radwan who brought 
about the match between my wife and 
myself. 

Match-maker: Maker of marriage. 

Mrs. Hoda Tawfeek is a match-maker. 

To make a meal of: To consume. 

The lion made a meal of the lamb. 

The end justifies the means: 
This statement is not always true because 

immoral means cannot be justified at all. 
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In a measure: To some extent. 
In a measure, he did succeed. 

Beyond measure: Limitless. 

His success was beyond measure. 

The reverse of the medal: On the other 
side of the question. 
One must see the other side of the medal 
before making up one's mind. 

To take one's medicine: To submit to his 
punishment. 

He stole the money and had to take his 
medicine. 

Medicine man: Magician. 
I am no medicine man. 

Meet half way: Respond to friendly 
approaches. 
We are always prepared to meet them half 
way if they want. 

Meet the case: Adequate. 
I have enough money to meet the case. 

The unruly member: Sharp tongue. 
He can't keep his unruly member under 
control. 

Accommodating memory: Retaining 
only what is in the interest of the person. 
You have an accommodating memory. 

Mend fire: Add fuel to the fire. 
Anger mends fire. 

Mend or end: Improve or finish. 

Mend your speech or end. 

Honourable mention: Award of merit. 

He was awarded an honourable mention. 

Mental patient: Mad. 

He was a mental patient and he 
completely recovered. 
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Speed merchant: Speed loving motorists. 

Americans are speed merchants. 

The mercury is rising: The weather is 

getting hotter. 
Better not to get out now. The mercury is 
rising. You can go in the evening. 

To make a merit of: To look to the better 

side of 

Let us make a merit of marriage. 

To be on one's mettle: To do one's best. 

Exams are drawing near and the boys are 
on their mettle. 

Many a pickle makes a mickle: Drop by 

drop makes an ocean. 

Save something every day for many a 
pickle makes a mickle. 

Milk and honey: Abundant means of 

happy living. 

The Zionists think that the land of 
Palestine is full of milk and honey but 
they made it full of tears, terror and blood. 

Milk of human kindness: Natural 

kindness. 
His heart always overflows with the milk 
of human kindness. 

No use crying over spilt milk: No use 

regretting an irreparable loss. 

To put through the mill: To give 

training. 

I have to put him through the mill before I 

can give him the job. 
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Subject to irresistible pressure. 

Life today moves between the upper and 
nether millstones. 

To make minced meat: To destroy. 

We made minced meat of the enemy. 

123 

o b e i k a n d l . c o m



Call to mind: Remember. 
I cannot call to mind his address. 

Be of one mind: Agree. 

We are of one mind on this point. 

Know one's own mind: Have clear and 
fzxed opinions. 
Samy knows his own mind. 

Make up one's mind: Determine. 

I have made up my mind to try once more. 

Change one's mind: Alter one's decision. 

I changed my mind and decided not to try 
any more. 

Half a mind: Hesitant. 

I had half a mind to break the door but I 
preferred to wait for the arrival of my wife 
after an hour. 

Mind's eye: Mental vision. 
I can see all results in my mind's eye. 

Mind-stuff: Philosophy. 
Give me your final opinion and don't give 
me any of that mind-stuff. 

Never mind: Don't won:.v about. 
Never mind him and do what you think is 

right 

Mind your own business: Take care of 
your own affairs leaving to other all their 

affairs. 

A titan among the minnows: One who 

seems great from the insignificance of 
others. 

Abdul-Naser was a titan among the 

minnows. None could resist his 

leadership. 

To a miracle: Surprisingly well. 

He did his work to a miracle. 

To find oneself in the mire: To find 
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oneself in difficulties. 
She found herself in the mire. 

Let me offer my mite of comfort: Let me 
give a little sympathy. 

Not a mite: Not at all. 

A mite of a child: A very small child. 

They do not mix well: They do not get 

well together. 
Ali and Samy do not mix up well. They 
are always quarrelling. 

Mix up with: Communicate with. 

He mixes up with political personalities. 

To be mixed up: Involved. 

He was mixed up with the bank robbery 
last month. 

A good mixer: One who gets on well in 
society. 
She is thoroughly social and a good mixer. 

A bad mixer: One who gets on badly in 
society. 
Her husband is a bad mixer. He is 
absolutely unsociable and a brute. 

A mixed blessing: Something containing 
advantages and disadvantages. 
Marriage is a mixed blessing. 

Man of moment: An important man. 
You are the man of the moment. We were 
waiting for your arrival to solve our 
dilemma. 

Molotov cocktail: Anti-tank hand 

grenade. 

Molotov cocktails were used against the 
forces of Hitler in Russia. 

Money makes the mare go: Nothing can 

be done without money. 
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Put one's monkey up: Enrage someone. 
It is dangerous to put his monkey up. 

Moonlight flitting: Removal of household 

goods by night to avoid paying rent. 

The owner caught them moon-flitting. 

Commercial morality: Morality in 
business. 
He thinks of everything in terms of 
money. He has a commercial morality. 

Mortal agony: Death. 
I found her in mortal agony. 

In mortal hurry: In great hurry. 

He is always in mortal hurry. 

A rolling stone gathers no moss: One 
who constantly changes his profession 

cannot become rich. 

Mother country: A country in relation to 

its colonies. 
England is the mother country of the 
British Commonwealth. 

Mother tongue: One's native tongue. 
Arabic is my mother tongue. 

Mother wit: Common sense. 
She is full of mother wit. 

In motion: Moving. 
He put the car in motion. 

To put in motion: To set moving. 

I want you to put this car in motion. 

Motion picture: Film, movie. 

This is the most beautiful motion picture I 
have ever seen. 

Waves ran mountains: Waves ran very 

high. 
The sea was very rough and furious and 
the waves ran mountains. 
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Mountain-sickness: A malady caused by 
rarefied air. 
On high mountains many mountaineers 

suffer from mountain sickness. 

Ice-mountain, Iceberg: Very huge 
masses of ice in the sea. 
The 'Titanic' hit an ice-mountain. 

Mouth waters: Saliva runs into the 

mouth. 
One's mouth waters on seeing ripe 

mangoes. 

Useless mouth: One who does not work 

but must be fed. 

He has to feed many a useless mouth. 

Put the words in his mouth: Tell him 

what to say and what not to say. 

The lawyer put the words in his mouth for 

fear of saying something wrong. 

To take the words out of one's mouth: 
To say what one was about to say. 

Before I say it, he took the words of my 

mouth and said what I wanted to say as if 

he had been reading my mind. 

Down in the mouth: Dejected. 
He looks down in the mouth. 

Mouth-filling: Bombastic. 
He speaks mouth-filling words. 

On the move: Going. 
The army is on the move. 

Make a move: Go. 

Let us make a move lest we should miss 

the train. 

Move somebody: Make him feel. 

Her story moved me and I decided to help 

her. 

He is not much of a scholar: He is not a 
very good one. 
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He thinks that he is very efficient but he is 
not much of a scholar. 

Muck-worm: Money maker. 

Any merchant is a muck-worm by nature. 

Throw mud at: Make disgracefUl 
imputations. 

He is always throwing mud at me trying to 
defame me. 

Go round the mulberry bush: A 
children's game by running round a tree. 
All people are going round the mulberry 
bush like children. 

Musical chairs: A game. 
Life is like musical chairs. You must have 
good timing. 

Mutton dressed like lamb: An elderly 

woman got up to look young. 
Haven't you seen her? She is mutton 
dressed like a Iamb. 
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