
To hit the right nail on the head: To give 

true explanation, To say or do the right thing 

in the suitable place on the suitable time. 

You are quite right. You have hit the right 

nail on the head. 

On the nail: Without delay. 

I want payment on the nail. 

Hard as nails: Very tough. 

He is as hard as nails. 

Nail to counter: Considered as spurious. 

All what he said was as nail to counter. 

Nailed up: Fulfilled. 

The agreement was nailed up. 

As naked as his mother bore him: Nude. 

He is mad, I tell you. I saw him walkin~ as 
naked as his mother bore him. 

In its naked absurdity: Undisguised. 

This is falsehood in its naked absurdity. 

The nakedness of the land: The case of 

lacking natural resources in nature or 

lacking justice in the claims of a state. 

The nakedness of the land in Israel's claim 

for Jerusalem is clear to all. 

Namby-Pamby: Insipidly pretty, mildly 

sentimental. 

I don't like namby-pamby talk. 
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To put one's name down for: To apply 

as a candidate. 
._,J ~ ~;.u L)1 i.u :J-:.- ... JJ ~ i~ 
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He has put his name down for the 

parliament. 
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Take one's name off the books: Cease to 
recognise as a member. 

His name was taken off the books of our 
club. 

To call a person names: To abuse him. 
It is both immoral and illegal to call Mr. 
Ramzy names. 

Give it a name: Tell the thing you wish to 
take. 
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We can supply anything. Just give it a name. 

Names: Important people. 

Many names attended our wedding party. 

Name your price: Mention your terms. 
He asked me to name my price and he 
agreed. 

Nap hand: A position thatjustifies taking 

a risk because winning is sure. 
The Israelis had a nap hand when they 
attacked in the 1967 war. 

The narrow way: Righteousness. 
Few can pursue the narrow way of 
righteousness without seeking the wide 
way of vices. 

The narrow bed: The grave. 
She is lying in her narrow bed. 

Within narrow bounds: In limit. 
We had to work within narrow bounds but 
we have succeeded in following all 
instructions. 

Narrow circumstances: Poverty. 

He is very rich nowadays but he was in 
narrow circumstances during his early 
years. 

After a narrow examination: After a 

searching test. 

H,; was selected ~dter a narrow 

examination. 
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Narrow squeak: success or escape only 
just attained. 
We won the game, but it was a narrow 
squeak. 

The most-favoured nation: The state 
paying the lowest import duty. 
The United Kingdom pays the lowest 
import duty in all of the Commonwealth 
States because the United Kingdom is the 
most-favoured nation. 

By nature: Innately. 

He is good by nature. 

Against nature: Immoral, Unnatural. 
It is against nature for a mother to kill her 
son. 

Nature is the best physician: Nature 
remedies are better than artificial 

medicine. 

Contrary to nature: Unnatural. 
Speaking the truth is contrary to his 
nature. 

Far and near: From everywhere. 
People attended to the funeral from far 
and near. 

Near by: Adjacent. 
His school is near by. 

To lie near one's heart: To affect deeply. 
Music lies near her heart. 

Neat-handed: Dextrous. 

She is a neat-handed young girl. 

Of necessity: Unavoidably. 

I had to go of necessity. 

To make a virtue of necessity: To claim 

credit for doing what one cannot avoid 
doing. 

~.J-"J j..jf c-J~ ~I..S:.WI :j!.- 4.;L:.)L; J3 \ll.o:l3 J.JI 
~I<..J\1 ...:-J_,.:.-_,501 J_,, J...S ~ ~11>L... ~ '-:?.?: 

..;_,L:. )l; J3 \11 .o:J_,J.JI u" ~I 

UJWI cr :j!.- ;;,_,L........JI ~l_rll _,f <....,.LJI t_l,kll ul:... 

.~1 •f.rl J:X .Jf ~l.rJ-1 

j-.1if ~I ~I t_lyf .Jf -sf~~~ r..s"' ~I 
.~U.......'il r.::A..JI rl_,;f :r 

1,~ 0K- JS :r '-"'L:.JI :J!.-~ ,r ~; 0K- JS :r 
.ojl:..J:-1 

.)lS 4. 'J~ L:.,-; J....A.! ...; f ~.;.,. .Jk. 'i !lL>f ·?-o 
. ..WJ)I~ 

131 

o b e i k a n d l . c o m



Necessity knows no law: Necessity 
absolves one from any offence. 

Necessity is the mother of inventions: 
New ideas and inventions come when they 
are needed. 

To break the neck of a task: To get the 
hardest part of a job over. 
You must break the neck ofyour study 
long before the exams. 

To save one's neck: To escape hanging. 
He can hardly save his neck. 

Neck and crop: Headlong. 
He fell into the pit, neck and crop. 

Get it in the neck: Suffer from a severely 
affecting blow. 
He got it in the neck as a price of his 
greedy plots trying to put hand on our 
supermarket. 

Neck or nothing: Desperately, The best 
thing or nothing. 
He usually rode his horse neck or nothing. 

Neck and neck: Side by side. 
The horses were running neck and neck. 

Need fire: Fire got from dry wood by 
friction. 
I had no matches and I had top use need 
fire. 

Needful: Things nt.:ded. 

Please do the needful. 

The needle: Fits of nervousness. 

He suffers from the needle from time to 
time. 

Negative causes of dissatisfaction: Sins 
of omission. 
His failure to do his homework was a 
negative cause of dissatisfaction. 
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A beautifully neighboured town: A 

beautiful town in the neighbourhood. 
Ismailia is a beautifully neighboured town. 

Strain every nerve: Make all possible 
efforts. 
We are straining every nerve for 
defending our country. 

To get on one's nerves: To worry, to 

tease. 
He lies and reads his paper on the sofa 
leaving the boys to get on my nerves. 

To have nerves of steel: Not easily upset. 
Great leaders always have nerves of steel. 

It is an ill bird that fouls its own nest: 
Don't speak ill of your own home. 

To feather one's own nest: To enrich 
oneself at the cost of others. 
Working for us, he feathered his own nest. 

Hornet's nest: A very dangerous place. 
Politics is a hornet's nest. 

Nest egg: Sum of money kept as reserve or 

nucleus. 
I'm saving my nest egg for my old age. 

Nether world: Hell. 
A sinner goes to the nether world. 

It is never too late to mend: Reformation 
is still possible. 

One is never too old to learn: Learning 
is still possible. 

Never-never Land: Land of happy 

dreams. 

Next of kin: Nearest relative. 
My brother Mostafa is my next of kin. 

Next to nothing: Absolutely nothing. 
I have next to nothing in my pocket. 
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Her next: Her next husband. 
Her next is a butcher. 

A point of great nicety: A subtle 

question. 
The difference between 'amoral' and 
'immoral' is a point of great nicety. 

In the nick of time: Just at the right time. 
He arrived in the nick of time and saved 
me. 

The Niddle-Noddle: The unsteady. 

Life is very hard for the Niddle-Noddle. 

Nigger in the woodpile: Something that 
spoils a good thing. 
My uncle is the nigger in the woodpile. 

The night of ignorance: The age of 

ignorance, Barbarism. 

Europe has not yet come out of the night 
of ignorance. 

Make a night of it: Spend night in 

festivity. 

Night and day: Always. 
She is at home night and day. 

Nightmare: Something dreadful sitting 
upon the dreamer's bosom. 
Life may sometimes be like a nightmare. 

The nimble nine pence: Something 

circulating quickly. 
He is a nimble nine pence. 

To nip in the bud: To prevent the growth 

of evil. 

Evil must be nipped in the bud. 

Nodding acquaintance: Very slight 
familiarity. 
fhere is nothing more than a nodding 
ctcquaintance between us. 

Land of nod: Sleep. 
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The boy has gone to the land of nod. 

Nom de plume: Writer's assumed name. 
Her nom de plume is Bint Al-Shati. 

At a nonplus: In a state of perplexity. 
The October War made Israel at a 
nonplus. 
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A nonsense book: An amusing book. ..:....j_,.ll ~ ~~ ~ :~ t,.l-:JI .._,.:;S l.r' '-:"1.:5 

Nonsense books waste precious time. .~I 

Plain as the nose in the face: Easily seen. r:_rPJ o.....;1J ~4-IJ :j.:..o ~_,JI _; ......;;f:JI r:_rPJ ~~J 
Their duties are as plain as the noses in ·!"+" J-':'J _; .....; _,.; f:JI 

their faces. 

To bite one's nose off: To answer 

someone sharply. 
He bit off my nose. 

To count noses: To count one's 
supporters. 

Let us count the noses behind us. 

To cut off one's nose to spite one's face: ~ (1 ~~ ..:;,.,~\ ~ :~ (.;--!.?'11 ~.......;.; c9Y. 
Injure himself to spite others. .~ ~ tS:,,;.; .....;,_..; 4r.-
Ifyou tell the police about our crime, you 
will be cutting your nose to spite your 
face. 

Keep one's nose to the grindstone: To 
make one work incessantly. 

My boss keeps my nose to the grindstone. 

Lead by the nose: Make one follow 
submissively. 
His wife leads him by the nose. 

An assembly of notables: An irregular 

council serving as parliament in 

emergencies. 

An assembly of notables convened to 
discuss the current crisis. 

Note of hand: A written promise to pay. 

A note of hand is like a cheque. 

i"othing ventured, nothing gained: 
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Nothing can be achieved without boldness. 

To make nothing of: To consider as a 
trifle. 
He made nothing of my music. 

Come to nothing: Turn out to be useless. 
All my efforts have come to nothing. 

At short notice: In a short time. 
Preparations were made at short notice. 

To come into notice: To attract attention. 

New facts about this disease have come 
into notice. 

Y,.... _,].I _;W _;.. c)\ pi :j!.o .J ~ ..w. •.rJ I ~ 
.U.<...,;'l 

i..L.. (.Y i..i...;..LJ;-1 J.ll.V-1 :j--:..o ,~'}\ ~ 'il....:..o.'ll ~ 

•• ~'}\ ..:......L.:. jj ,_j> )\ 

The baby takes notice: He shows signs of j..-J.JI ~ J~ :j--:..o .l5.ill ..:...L..~ J-Alali Js- J~ 
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The baby takes notice, one day he will 
earn a name in life. 
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