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To give the sack: To dismiss. 

He gave his servant the sack. 

To get the sack: To be dismissed. 
The servant got the sack and went away. 

In sad earnest: Seriously. 

I tell you, in sad eame~t, that he is a drug 
addict. 

In the saddle: In office. 
At the age of sixty-five and the prime 
minister is still in the saddle. 

Put the saddle on the right horse: Blame 
the person who deserves blaming. 
Blaming me for nothing wrong, you are 
not putting the saddle on the right horse. 

Safe and sound: Secure. 
The boys returned safe and sound. 

Salad days: Inexperienced youth. 
He is still passing through his salad days. 

Worth his salt: Fit for keeping. 

This servant is worth his salt. 

To eat one's salt: To be one's guest. 
I have been eating his salt all last month. 

Sandwich of good and bad: A mixture of 

good and evil. 
Life is a sandwich of good and bad. 

His Satanic Majesty: Satan. 

His Satanic Majesty will land you in 

trouble. 

To be a satire upon: To contradi<.:t. 
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He is a satire upon our way of life. 

To be savaged: To be crushed. 
The man was savaged by his horse. 

Let the sawdust out: Drive 
pretentiousness. 
Reality will let the sawdust out of your 
promises. 

To say a good word for: To recommend. 
Please, say a good word for me to the 
manager. 

To say nay to someone: To refuse him 
anything. 
You can't say nay to me. 

To say the word: To give the order. 

All should run when I say the word. 

Scalding tears: Bitter grief 
His scalding tears pained me. 

To hold the scales even: To be impurtial. 
An hom:st man should hold the scales 
even. 

Scorched-earth policy: Policy of 

destroying 1rhatever may be of usc to the 
enemy. 
The Russians followed a scorched-earth 
policy against the Germans. 

To see through: To help. 
I wili see you through your difficulties. 

To see the light: To be born. 
He sJw the light in January 23, !958. 

The old serpent: The devil. 

Beware of the old serpent. 

Set apart: Reserve. 

We have <>et apart this room for you. 

Set somHhing by7 Save. 

You illlLi· se1 ~o.nl· ,; ng by il-r the future. 
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To share one's last crust: To share 
everything with others. 
He shares his last crust with any friend of 
his. 

Between the sheets: In bed. 
The baby is still between the sheets. 

Three sheets in the wind: Very drunk. 
I found him three sheets in the wind. 

When one's ship comes home: When one 

regains his fortune. 
I will repay you when my ship comes 
home. 

To keep one's shirt on: To maintain one's 
temper. 
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It is sometimes hard for him to keep his shirt on. 

Shirt is near but skin is nearer: Self is 

the first consideration. 

To put one's shirt upon: To bet 
everything. 
I have put my shirt upon the success of 
this company. 

Give one a wet shirt: Make him work till 
he sweats. 
The rich always give the poor a wet shirt. 

That is another pair of shoes: That is 

quite another matter. 

To step into someone's shows: To 

assume his responsibilities. 

To talk shop: Talk business. 

I don't like talking shop inside the club. 

To shut up shop: To close a business. 

He has become too old to work, so he shut 

up shop. 

Straight from the shoulder: Hit directly. 

She hit him straight from the shoulder and 
asked for divorce. 
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Skeleton at a feast: Something that robs 

joy. 
His presence acted like a skeleton at a 
feast. 

To have a skeleton in one's cupboard: 
To have something discreditable. 
You can't threaten me. I've no skeleton in 
my cupboard. 

To skim the cream of: To take away the 
best part. 
He skimmed the cream of all honours. 

With the whole skin: Neither wounded 
nor harmed. 
He came out of the battle with the whole 
skin. 

To the skin: Completely. 
We were drenched to the skin. 

Would not like to be in his skin: Would 
not like to be in his place. 
I would not like to be in his skin. 

Escape with the skin of one's teeth: 
Escape narrowly. 
We escaped with the skin of our teeth. 

The sky is the limit: There is no limit. 
The sky is the limit for the ambitions of 
man. 

To find a snake in one's bosom: To meet 
ingratitude. 
After all what I had done for him, I found 
a snake in my bosom. 

Under the sod: In the grave. 

You will find the tyrant under the sod 
unable to move hand or leg. 

In the soup: In difficulties. 
His latest venture landed him in the soup. 
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