
Shadow cabinet: A cabinet formed by 
opposition leaders. 
In democratic states a shadow cabinet is 
formed to shoulder all responsibilities in 
case of overthrowing the present cabinet. 
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mother. 
My wife could not give birth to her baby 
without a Caesarean operation. 

Cake walk: Something accomplished 
easily. 
Getting back your money will be a cake 
walk for any lawyer. 

Calf love: Childish love affair. 
They were young children and their calf 
love should not be mistaken for a real love 
relation. 

Call into being: Create. 
God has called the whole world into being. 

Call into scope: Enlarge the sphere of 

activity. 

His guidance called all our energies into 
scope. 

Call in question: Requires disputing. 

The minister's actions were called in 
question at the Parliament. 

Call to mind: Make the mind remember. 

Cause remembrance. 
I cannot call that accident to my mind 
without a shudder. 
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Call up: Recollect. Remember everything 

concerning a certain matter. 
I cannot call up the whole story. 

Call away: Divert. 
He quarrelled with me to call away my 
attention and robbed my wallet. 

Call attention to: Remind. 
I have the honour to call your attention to 
the cloud of smoke over our city. 

Call to witness: Present somebody for 
evidence. 

I was called to witness and I could not 
avoid saying everything that I had seen 
and heard inside the teachers' room. 

Call bad names: Insult, abuse someone. 
It is wrong to call others bad names. 

Call down: Reprimand. 

Samy has been called down for quarrelling 
with his neighbour without any reason. 

Candle-power: Unit inserted in 
measuring the power of light. 

This lamp is hundred candle-power lamp. 

Not fit to hold a candle to: Not to be 
compared with. 
You are not fit to hold a candle to her as 
far as qualifications go. 

To sell the last inch of candle: Last bid. 
His house was sold by the last inch of 
candle. 

The game is not worth the candle: The 
result does not justify the cost of trouble. 
It is difficult to get your share in this 
heritage among so many heirs belonging 

to different generations. The game is not 
worth the candle. 

The cap fits: The remark is true as for 

somebody. 
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I said that he is very stupid and the cap fits 
him. 

Capital error: Fatal mistake. 
Attacking Russia was Hitler's capital 
error. 

House of cards: Insecure scheme. 

Plans for a counter attack proved to be a 
house of cards. 

Queer cards: Stranger reasons. 
He has nothing but queer cards for his 
claims. 

Speak by the card: Able to prove that he 
has every right as for his claims. 
He doesn't say nonsense. He is speaking 
by the card. 

To throw out one's card: To let out one's 

final schemes. 
He has thrown up his card and showed a 
registered contract proving that he is the 
legal original owner. 

Carpenter's son: Jesus. 
He is a follower of the Carpenter's son. 

On the carpet: Under discussion. 
Legality of the political election is on the 
carpet nowadays. 

To carry the day: To win. 
The Arabs carried the day during October 

War. 

Carry on: Continue. 

You are not to stop your struggle. Please 
carry on and we shall finally gain. 

Carry into effect: Practise, be practised. 
New laws are carried into effect as for 
building new houses. 

To put the cart before the horse: To 

reverse the natural order. 

You want me to apologise although he 
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insulted me. You are putting the cart 
before the horse. 

A case of conscience: A matter in which 
the conscience has to decide. 
Helping the poor is a case of conscience. 

Cash in on: Make profits relying on 

something. 
He is cashing in on his father's authority 
to hold the post. 

To cast a glance upon: To look and see. 
She smiled as I cast a glance at her. 

Cast aside: Give up. 
We have to cast aside all the plans for they 
are useless. 

Castles in the air: Fantastic plans and 
ideas. 
He has no money and he wants to be our 
partner. He is building castles in the air. 

Turn cat in pan: Change sides. 
He was my friend and became my enemy. 
He easily turns cat in pan. 

Wait for the cat to jump: See which way 
the cat jumps: Be of the cult of the 
jumping cat. 
He cannot decide to join any side. He is 
waiting for the cat to jump. 

Cat and dog life: A life full of quarrels. 
They are leading a cat and dog life. 

As alike as chalk and cheese: Unlike in 

essentials. 
Truth and falsehood are alike as chalk and 
cheese. 
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Get no change out of: Fail to defeat. J! ~u.~ 0---' ..r;-; u:u '1 :j:.o ••• .:.r ...r:-) i..!Jl.i '1 
You can get no change out of going to the . .;L;lAJ. ~I 

court. 

Keep in check: Keep under control. 
The man must be kept under check. 
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Chew the cud: Think, reflect. 
A writer always chews the cut to bring 
forth a new book. 

Chew the rag: Reiterate old memories. 
She is an old lady chewing the rag. 

..;L; ~ ·~ ~l..;j w.Jjll c..~ :_p _,.s:.;.JI ~\..;j c..~ 

-~..1;:-~~ 

.;:.,l_;_,S"~ ~ j~ ilyl !+! :_p .<f.ti.l I d.;_,S".il I t:'" ;......;_ 
.._....;lil 

Count the chickens before they are hatched: 1.& 1.4- ..!.>J::"" ....;\ ~ ....;j :_p Jji.A::JI..) .b _;... 

c::.,S"l:5JI .J.......J i4"JI ..l..; Y"J ·"-"-'" iltJ ~ Jlil ,:.r 
-~0\J,.i 

Be overoptimistic. 
He thinks he will inherit a large sum of money 
after his uncle. He is counting days and 
counting the chickens before they are hatched. 

Child wife: Very young wife. 
How can this happen? He is an old man 
and he is going to marry a child wife! 

Circumstances may alter cases: What is 
done depends on the coming situations in 
the future. 
You think that we shall lose everything 
but I think that circumstances may alter 
cases. I am optimistic about this affair. 
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He passed his childhood in strained circumstances. .~J..o 

A clap on the back: An encouragement. 
He is a very stiff leader and refuses any 
clap on the back. 

Clean-handedness: Innocence. 
The lawyer showed clean-handedness in 

the whole affair. 

To see the colour of a person's money: 
To see that the amount of money is enough 

for payment. 

Before showing you the house let me see 

the colour of your money. 

To sail under false colour: To cheat. 
She tried to cheat him by sailing under 

false colours. 

To come off with flying colours: End 
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successfully. 
Ending the match, our players got out of 
the playground with flying colours. 

Fifth columnist: One who is working against 
the interests of his own country. 
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..:.~J, JS There are fifth columnists in every country. 

To come to blows: Begin to fight. 
Their argument came to blows. 

To come to light: To be revealed. 
Many facts came to light in the course of 
the investigation. 

To come down upon: To meet. 

She came down upon her friend in the 
supermarket. 

To keep company with: To remain 
together. 
He keeps company with me. 

For company's sake: Do something in 
order to keep company. 
He doesn't like going to the club but he 
joined them for company's sake. 

Age of consent: Age at which a girl can 
marry without consulting her parents. 
Consulting her parents is unnecessary for 
she has reached the age of consent. 

Contempt of court: Being insolent and 
disrespectful to the court. 
Our friend Salem lost his nerves and was 
found guilty of contempt of court. He was 
put in jail for 24 hours. 

To hold in contempt: To despise. 

I hold him in contempt. 

On the contrary: On the other hand. 

He was not stupid. On the contrary he was 
very clever. 

To cook the accounts: To prepare false 
accounts. 
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Dishonest businessmen usually cook 
accounts to avoid paying taxes. 

Too many cooks spoil the broth. 
I don't approve of bringing too many 
workers. Too many cooks spoil the broth. 

To turn the corner: To escape avoiding a 
crisis. 

She recovered and turned the comer. 

To put in the corner: To punish. 
They have put him to the comer for he 
deceived them and took large sums of 
money in an illegal way. 

To drive into a tight corner: To put into a 

difficult position. 
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Of course, if they were brave enough they can 
charge him and drive him into a tight comer. 
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joined Nasser's funeral. 

At the cost of: At the expense of 
Eighty orphans live at this orphanage at 
the cost of my brother. 

To count the cost: To consider the risks. 
Nobody counts the cost when defending 
his homeland. 

Cough down: Cough in order to stop 

someone from saying something secret. 

I was about to say it but for your coughing 
down. 

Cough up: Say reluctantly. 

He coughed up the whole story when he 
saw many things against him. 

To be counted out: To fail to rise in time 

while boxing. 

He lost the game for being counted out. 

To count upon: To depend upon. 

You cannot count upon me for I do not 
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possess such a large sum of money. 

A cow with an iron tail: A pump used in 
milking animals 

Flesh creeps: One feels frightened. 
Flesh creeps during a modem air raid. 

Give ... the creeps: Cause ... horror. 
It gives me the creeps to see anybody 
murdered in the street. 

Crinkum-crankum: Full of twists and 
turns. 
His political speech was full of crinkum­
crankum. 

Cup was full: Misery was complete. 
Before the French Revolution, waste and 
famine were written of the faces of most 
of the people. The cup was full. 

Short cut: A crossing that shortens 
distances between two places. 
We can take a short cut to the hospital. 

To cut short: To make brief 
It is better to cut this article short. 
Complete paragraphs can be omitted. 

Cut to the heart: Hurt the feelings. 
Her words cut me to the heart. 

Cut to a shilling: Disinherit. 
Being very foolish, his father cut him to a 
shilling. 

To be cut out for: To befit for. 
My daughter is cut out for a doctor. 

A cut-purse: A thief 
Take care. I saw a cut-purse on the bus. 

A cut-throat: A murderer. 

Sharon must be tried as a cut-throat. 
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