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Damage the government: Detract from 
the government's reputation in order to 
change the government. 
Opposition parties managed to damage the 
government. 

Sword of Damocles: Imminent danger. 

Israeli expansion is a sword of Damocles 
hanging over many Arab countries. 

To dance upon nothing: To be hanged. 
The murderer danced upon nothing. 

To dance attendance upon: To flatter. 
He has become a minister and many 
people are dancing attendance upon him. 

Dark horse: Unexpected winner. 
Al-Mansoura football team has become the 

dark horse this year. 

In the darkest ignorance: Unenlightened. 
Pagan Arabs were in the darkest ignorance 
before Islam. 

The Dark Continent: Africa. 

Many countries in the Dark Continent have 

achieved independence. 

Prince .of Darkness: The Devil. 

May the Prince of Darkness plague the 
wicked. 

To be in the dark about: Not to know 
anything about. 

I am completely in the dark about this affair. 

A leap in the dark: An unknown danger. 

Marriage is a leap in the dark. 
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To dash with: Dilute. 
Joy dashed with sorrow. The mother 
survived and the baby died. 

Dashed hopes: Frustrated hopes. 
All my hopes were dashed as my son was 
killed in an accident. 

Dash of good blood: Good noble 
qualities. 
There is a dash of good blood in him. 

To cut a dash: To make a brilliant show. 

Henaidy cut a dash in "Hammam in 
Amsterdam." 

Out of date: Old fashioned. 
This way of playing football is out of date. 

Up-to-date: Modern. 
This is an up-to-date way of robbery. 

To lose the day: To lose the battle. 
Hitler lost the day in the Second World War. 

Creature of a day: Not permanent. 
Beauty is creature of a day. 

Fallen on evil days: In misfortune. 
My friend Hany has fallen on evil days. 

Every dog has his day: No one is always 
unlucky. 
From being poor he became very rich. 
Really, every dog has his day. 

D-Day: Day of Victory. 
Today, Port Said is celebrating its D-Day. 

Dead men tell no tales: It is said to justify 

killing the possessor of a secret. 
The criminal decided to kill everyone who 

witnessed his crime saying that dead men 
tell no tales. 

Dead march: Music for a funeral march. 
A dead march accompanied the movement 
of the funeral. 
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Dead as a door nail: Certainly dead. 
They found her dead as a door nail. 

Dead language: An ancient language, 
which is no longer in use among the 

people whose ancestors formerly spoke it. 

Hebrew is a dead language. 

Dead end: Terminus. 
The bus stopped at its dead end. 

Dead stock: Goods which are not sold out. 
Copies of this book cannot be dead stock 
at all. 

At dead of night: At midnight. 
They began to move at dead of the night. 

Dead on the target: Exactly towards the 

target. 
The rocket went dead at the plane. 

Deaf to: Similar to. 
This book is deaf to many other books. 

At death's door: About to die. 
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Death mask: Cast taken for dead man's 
face. 
They are making a death mask for him. 

Still wasters run deep: Wise people are 

usually silent. 
Beware of his silence. Still wasters run deep. 

Defects of one's qualities: Defects that 

accompany qualities. 
Qualities are not without defects. 
Everybody has his defects of his qualities. 

The best defence is offence: Attacking the 

enemy is the best way of defence. 
Strike before the enemy strikes. The best 
defence is offence. 
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Fatty degeneration of heart: Disease of 
wealth. 
He suffers from fatty degeneration of 
heart. 

Third-degree methods: Inhuman torture 
of the accused. 
In backward countries, the police generally 
employ third-degree methods to extort 

confession. 

Line of demarcation: A natural boundary 

between two states. 
A river is the line of demarcation between 
Germany and France. 

Demon for work: An untiring worker. 
One who works tremendously. 
He is better than any one else. He is a 
demon for work and can make you get the 
house built quickly. 

Flat denial: Absolute denial of an 

accusation. 
He cannot prove his flat denial. There are 
many things against him. 

It (all) depends: Different circumstance 
affects whether ... or not. 
You can't say that he is innocent. It 
depends if it is his own handwriting, he 
will be in trouble. 

Depart from life: Die. 
She has departed from life and left me to 
sadness. 

In the depth of winter: In the middle of 
winter. 

Active military actions stopped in the 

depth of winter because of rain, ice and 
cold. 

Derring-do: Desperate courage. 

The besieged soldiers showed much 
derring-do. 
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Descend from: Belong to a certain family. 
He descends from a good family in Tanta. 

Devil to pay: Trouble ahead. 
I knew that there was the devil to pay. That 
is why I cautioned you not to go to the 
club that night. 

Give the devil his due: Don't ignore the 

abilities of your enemy. 
You are relying upon what you can do 
neglecting what the enemy can do. You 
have to give the devil his due. 

Devil among: Disturbance. 
There was devil among the workers of our 
factory. 

Devil's advocate: One who preaches 
against religion. 
There are many devil's advocates among 
people nowadays. 

Devil's bones: Dice. 
They are playing with the devil's bone all 
day long. 

Devil's books: Cards. 
Playing with devil's books is a waste of time. 

Devil-dodger: Evil preacher. 
We are not to listen to this devil-dodger at 
all. 

Devour the way: Go fast on one's way. 

Our powerful car devoured the way at its 
utmost speed. 

Black diamond: Coal. 

In the past, black diamond was necessary 
for ships. 

Diamond cuts diamond: Only a strong 

person or army can face another person or 

another army. 
I decided to be a lion in order to face the 
lion for diamond cuts diamond. 
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Diamond jubilee: 60111 anniversary. 
We celebrated the diamond jubilee of my 
father last week. 

The die is cast: There is no other choice. 
You must pay back the money to him and get 
back your cheque. There is no other way to 
avoid being imprisoned. The die is the cast. 

Upon the die: At stake. 
My reputation is upon the die. 

Die game: Die fiercely fighting. 
He died game. 

Die-hard: Die a painful death. 
Doody and princess Diana died hard in an 
accident in France. 

Die in one's bed: Die naturally. 
It is best to die in one's bed. 

Die in one's boots: Die while doing duty. 
He was a brave soldier and he died in his 
boots. 

Die in harness: Die while still at work. 
After his death in harness, his wife got a 
large sum of money as compensation. 

Die daily: Suffer from a spiritual death. 
Since he lost his faith, he dies daily. 

Die unto: Die for something that he 

desires to get. 
Do you want to die unto wealth? What can 
you do with wealth when you are dead? 

To be dying for: To have great desire for. 

He is dying for her company. 

Die of laughing: Laugh to exhaustion. 

She made them die of laughing. 

Die with someone: Disappear after his 
death. 

Her secret died with her. 
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Agree to differ: Stop try to convince each 
other. 

At last they agree to differ. 

Distinction without difference: Non­

entity. 
In Egypt we enjoy distinction without 
difference. 

Split the differences: Come to an 
agreement. 
As for Jerusalem, none can split the 
differences. 

Make a difference between: Treat 
differently. 

You cannot avoid making a difference 
between friends and foes. 

Dig at: Make remarks against someone. 
After she had left them, they began 
digging at her. 

Gold digger: A greedy money maker. 
I advise you not to marry her. She is a gold 
digger. 

On the horns of a dilemma: Facing a 
difficult choice. 
The marriage of my son has put me on the 
horns of a dilemma. He has chosen a girl 
and I want him to marry another girl. 

Diminished head: Confused head. 

He could not hide all signs of his 
diminished head. 

Dine with Duke Humphrey: Be with 

food. 
Being your guest, I shall dine with Duke 

Humphrey. 

Dip into one's purse: Spend freely. 
Travelling abroad makes you dip into your 
purse. 

Dip into the future: Think of the coming 
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events. 
Dipping into the future, I decided to 
establish this factory instead of leaving 
liquid money for my heirs. 

Yellow dirt: Gold. 
Yell ow dirt is the weapon of the Jews. 

Fling dirt: Talk abusively. 
Don't fling dirt at others. 

Eat dirt: Put up with an insult. 
He is humble enough to eat dirt. 

Dirt-eating: Inclination to eat mud. 
Many children suffer from dirt-eating. 

At the discretion of: By the will of 
The factory was sold at the discretion of 
my father. 

Age of discretion: Age of maturity. 

Reaching the age of discretion, he became 
the manager responsible of the factory. 

Blessing in disguise: A misfortune which 
produces a good result. 
Falling ill was a blessing in disguise for 
they killed another man in my car instead 
of killing me. 

In dishabille: Semi-dressed. 
It is shameful to let your daughter appear 
in public in dishabille. 

Dismal science: Political economy. 
He is studying the dismal science. 

In dismals: In low spirits. 
Nowadays, I am in the dismals. 

Happy dispatch: Suicide practised by the 
Japanese. 

His death was a happy dispatch. 

Dissolved in tears: Weeping copiously. 

She was dissolved in tears. 
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Within striking distance: Near enough to 
deliver or to receive a blow. 

The Germans reached within striking 
distance ofMoscow. 

Distress gun: A signal from a ship in 

trouble. 

When our ship fired the distress gun, many 
ships came for help. 

Divine right of kings: Rights supposed to 

be given to kings from God in Europe 

during the middle age. 

Kings of old monarchies made use of what 
was called the divine rights of kings. 

To do battle: To fight. 

We had to do battle against them. 

To do oneself well: To live in luxury. 

He used to do himself well. 

To do as the Romans do: To live 

according to the fashion. 

When you are in Rome, do as the Romans 
do. 

Do or die: Perform your duties in all cases 

even if you are killed. 
Soldiers are to do or die. 

To have done with: To finish. 

Having done with the lawyer, I went to the 
doctor. 

Well to do: Reasonably rich. 

He is not very rich but he is well to do. 

Have to do with: Concerned. 

I have nothing to do with this affair. 

Do-nothing: Useless. 

He is a do-nothing brother. 

To do away with: Kill, destroy. 

They did away with the old woman and 
robbed all her money. 
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Dog days: The hottest part of the year. 
July and August are dog days in Egypt. 

To go to dogs: To be ruined. 
He took all her money and left her to go to 

dogs. 

To throw to the dogs: To waste. 
He was very rich but he has thrown his 
money to the dogs. 

Love me, love my dog: Favour those whom I 

favour. 

_;sf w ~~ ~J .r.lY-~ :j!.o o)?i4)11_;sf 
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I had to study music because my wife is a 
professional musician. Love her, love her dog. 
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Give the dog a bad name and hang him: 
Defame him before killing him. 
In politics, defaming rivals is the best way 
to conquer them according to the rule 
saying, "Give the dog a bad name and 
hang him." 

Let sleeping dogs lie: Let things continue 

as they are. 
Don't speak about the past. Let sleeping 

dogs lie. 

Dog-in-the-manger: One who prevents 
others from enjoying what he himself 
cannot enjoy. 
Don't waste time and study computer. 
Take care Fa:ty, your friend Samah is a 
dog-in-the-manager. 

Doomsday: End of the world. 
Criminals will be punished on Doomsday 
if they fled from justice in this world. 

Next door to: Near, beside. 

I live next door to them. 

At death's door: About to die. 

Last month, I was at death's door. 

Out of doors: Away from the houses. 

On Fridays, we played out of doors. 
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Dot the i's and cross the t's: Make your 
meaning clear. 

You must not neglect any details to make 
everything clear. Dot the i's and cross the 
t's. 

Double-acting: Cheating. 
He cannot cheat us for double-acting 
doesn't pay. 

Double dealer: Deceiver. 
Take care while dealing with him. He is a 
double dealer. 

Double edged: Cutting both ways. 
His plan is a double edged weapon. 

Double faced: Insincere. 
There are many double faced people in the 
world who are not the same inside and 
outside. 

Hiss down: Stop talking. 
They hissed him down. 

Up and down: To and fro. 
He was like a lion pacing up and down the 
cage. 

Down with: Don't co-operate with. 
Down with all deceivers. 

Down with something: 
He is down with Malaria. 

Down hearted: Dispirited. 

He was down hearted after his failure in 
the final exams. 

To be down: To be cheap. 
Cotton is down this year. 

From the king down to the cobbler: 
Everybody. 

From the king down to the cobbler cheered 
the victorious soldiers. 

To be handed down: To come from. 
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This custom was handed down from 
generation to generation. 

To grind down: To bring about peace by 

force. 
They are trying to justify war by claiming 
that they were grinding down for the sake 
of peace. 

Down and out: Completely beaten. 
She used her arms against me and I was 
down and out. 

Downtown: Into the town. 
They went downtown. 

Down tools: Stop working. 
At sunset, they downed their tools. 

To be on the downhill of life: To be on 
the later half of age. 
He is fifty years old and he is on the 
downhill of life. 

To make a draft on: To rely on 
friendship. 

I was in trouble and I made a draft on him. 

To drag into: To be added. 
Many items should be dragged into this 
article. 

Drag on: Continue. 
He is dragging on with this story. 

Draw back: Withdraw. 
They have drawn back their armed forces 
from Lebanon. 

Drawn game: No winner, no loser. 

It was a drawn game. 

Drink off: Drink the whole. 

He drank off the bottle. 

On the drink: Drunk. 

When he was on the drink, she took the 
money and fled. 
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Drive into: Make someone understand. 
I succeeded in driving the idea into him. 

Drive out of senses: Cause madness. 

Anger drove him out of his senses. 

Drop in the ocean: A small thing 
contained into a very large thing. 
Our earth in the universe is like a drop in 
the ocean. 

Ear-drops: Ear rings. 
She was wearing very precious ear-drops. 

Drop on one's knees: Kneel. 
Africans no longer drop on their knees in 
front of Europeans. 

To be drowned in tears: To be weeping. 
His wife was drowned in tears. 

Drown out: Drive out by flood. 
Many people have been drowned out in the 
recent flood. 

Go dry: To be without liquor. 
He has gone dry since Christmas. 

A dry death: Death on land. 
In spite of being a sailor, he died a dry 
death. 

Dry jest: Unsuitable joke. 
I do not like such dry jests. 

Dry facts: Uninteresting ideas. 

Science is full of dry facts. 

Dry-as-dust: Dull. 

I don't like teaching. For me, it is as dry­
as-dust. 
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