
- ,. Eagle-eyed: Keen-sighted 

He is an eagle-eyed fellow. 

To give ear to: To listen carefully. 
He did not give ear to my advice. 

To keep one's ear to the ground: To be 
well-informed about what is going on 
around him. 
We have to keep our ears to the ground in 
order to know what they are preparing for 
us. 

To turn a deaf ear: To refuse to listen to. 
She turned a deaf ear to her mother's 
advice. 

Walls have ears: There may be listeners. 
Be cautions. Walls have ears. 

To be all ears: To give all attention to. 
They were all ears to him. 

Lend an ear to: Listen to. 
Lend ear to me. I have something very 
important to tell you. 

Over head and ears: Deeply immersed 
He is over head and ears in debt. 

A word in one's ear: In private. 

Let me a word in your ear. 

Be all ears: Be attentive. 

They were all ears while he was giving his 
interesting lecture. 

Go in at one ear and out at the other: 
Make no impression. 
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All what I said to her went at one ear and 
out at the other. 

Keep early hours: Go to bed early and 
get up early. 
He is in the habit of keeping early hours. 

The early bird catches the worm: 
Working earlier than others makes you the 

winner. 
They won because the early bird catches 
the worm. 

Earth-worm: A poor person. 
Raise your heads and don't be like earth­
worm. 

Ease of: Steal. 
He eased me of my bag. 

Easy and free: Not strict. 
Their mother is easy and free with them. 

Easy virtue: Loose character. 
She is a woman of easy virtue. 

Easy money: Bribe. 
He makes easy money in the office. 

Eat one's words: Break his promise. 
He is always ready to eat his words. 

Eat away: Destroy. 
Rust has eaten away all pipes. 

Cheer to the echo: Cheer loudly. 
They cheered the queen to the echo. 

In the egg: In an early stage. 

Our reforms are still in the egg. 

Good egg: Good person or good plan. 

This plan is a good egg. 

As sure as eggs are eggs: Undoubtedly. 
I will help you as sure as eggs are eggs. 

To put all eggs in one basket: To risk in 

a single venture. 
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Why are we to put all eggs in one basket? 
Let us make an alternative plan. 

Egg-dance: Unattractive task. 
Teaching is an egg-dance. 

To egg one: To incite, to instigate. 
He egged them to rob the bank. 

At one's elbow: Close at hand. 
He is always at my elbow. 

Up to the elbows: Busily engaged in. 
He is up to the elbows in his work. 

Out at the elbows: Very poor. 
He lost his job and became out at the 

elbows. 

Elbow grease: Hard work. 
You cannot succeed in life without elbow 
grease. 

Elbow room: Just enough room. 
I have only elbow room in this office. 

Eldorado: Fictitious country abounding 
in gold. 
Life is not an Eldorado for everybody. 

Elective affinity: Tendency to combine 
with some substances rather than others. 
Love has elective affinity. 

The four elements: Earth, water, fire and 
air. 
It is said that man is made from the four 
elements. 

Out of elements: Not paying attention to 
what is going on. 

She was out of elements during her 
marriage ceremony. 

War of the elements: Stormy weather. 
We cannot go fishing today because of 
this war of the elements. 
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Socratic elenchus. 
The way of getting truth through short 
questions and answers is called Socratic 

elenchus. 

Elixir of life: A drug to prolong life. 
Love is the elixir of our life. 

At the eleventh hour: At the last moment. 
He was saved from the hangman's hand in 

, the eleventh hour. 

Emeritus Professor: A retired professor. 
He is working as an Emeritus Professor in 
a college. 

Empty-handed: Bringing no gift. 

He always visits us but he is always 
empty-handed. 

Empty-headed: witless. 

She's as empty-headed as her brother. 

Without encumbrance: Having no 

children. 
He wants to marry a widow without 
encumbrance. 

No end: Limitless. 
There was no end to his luxuries. 

Odds and ends: Miscellaneous things. 
Our dog used to bring us odds and ends 
from the street. 

To gain ends: To fulfil his aims. 
He will do anything to gain his ends. 

Place something on ends: put it upright. 

Please, place things on ends. 

Turn end from end: Reverse. 
You have put it upside down. Tum end 
from end. 

End to end: Lengthwise. 

Place these books end to end. 
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End on: With the end fronting. 
Put your pen end on. 

No end of: Much of .. 
He has no end of money. 

On end: Continuously. 
I worked for weeks on end. 

Come to an end: Stop. Be finished. 

Their movement will come to an end. 

In the end: Finally. 

Let me congratulate you in the end. 

To put an end to: Cause something to 

stop. 
I want to put an end to my troubles. 

Go in off the deep end: Take risks. 
You cannot succeed unless you go in off 

the deep end. 

At a loose end: Unoccupied. 
We can go to the cinema. I am at a loose 
end. 

Make both ends meet: Live within one's 

income. 
He couldn't make both ends meet. 

To be at the end of the tether: To be able 
to do no more. 
I tried everything. I am at the end of my 
tether. 

End up: Conclude. 
Let us end up this story. 

How goes the enemy? 
What is the time now? 

Devote your energy: Use all your 

abilities. 

Devote your energy to help us. 

Engrave upon: Impress deeply. 
His words are engraved upon my mind. 
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Engrossed in: Completely absorbed. 
He is engrossed in writing his article. 

Enough and to spare: Plenty. 
I have money enough and to spare. 

Enter into: Engage. 

He entered into conversation with me. 

Enter upon: Assume possession of 

She will be entering upon the job 
tomorrow morning. 

Enter a protest: Record a complaint. 

He entered his protest in the Complaint 
Book. 

Much to one's entertainment: Much to 
one's amusement. 

Much to our entertainment, the manager 
slipped on a banana peel. 

To have no equal: To be without a rival. 
Mr. Hany is a good doctor. He has no 

equal. 

In stable equilibrium: Recovering after 
disturbance. 
You have to keep your body in stable 
equilibrium. 

To go on an errand: To carry a message. 
Mr. Salama went on an errand to our bank 
in Paris. 

Writ of error: Reversal ofjudgement. 

He got a write of error from the court. 

Escape literature: Light reading. 

I am just reading escape literature. This is 

a good novel. 

Fourth estate: The press. 
The government takes the fourth estate 

into consideration. 

The eternal triangle: Two women against 

one man or two men against one woman. 
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Novels are usually based on the eternal 
triangle. 

Daughter of Eve: Woman. 
Beware the daughter of Eve. 

Evensong: Evening prayer. 

They have an evensong every day. 

Eventide: Evening. 
I want to enjoy the beauty of the eventide 
by the sea. 

Be even with: Have one's revenge upon. 

He took the first game. I took the second 
one. I was even with him. The third game 
will be decisive. 

Even up: Be balanced with. 
Our income must be evened up with our 
expenses. 

The evening of life: Old age. 
She is 62 years old. She is in the evening 
of life. 

Musical evenings: Decline of life. 
Now my father is enjoying his musical 
evenings. 

The evening star: The decline. 

The evening star of imperialism has appeared 
in the skies of all African countries. 

For ever and ever and a day: For all 
future time. 
I don't want to see him for ever and ever 
and a day. 

Ever and anon: Now and then. 

Write to me a letter ever and anon. 

Every now and then: from time to time. 
He visits her every now and then. 

Every now and again: From time to time. 

The doctor visited him every now and 
again. 

.ol)l J.b-t :j!.- •1)1 •• 1? ~ 

p..U ...Y. ~~ 01 J..>_) l..it :j!.- .WI rJ..U ~..~.:.>-.WI 

.,..._,J I ,:r '-:"' jl~ .WI 

..:..,....>j Jj'll .l..,..:JI r ~ :J!.- ···c: ck~ ·.:r ~ 
.l..,..:JI r ..:..ll!ll .l..,..:JI 0~ ......... ...:J~w l..it ._;l!ll l..it 

.t"'l.:l-1 

~_;>-..) 4-i) . .:r.;:...JIJ ~\;]I..).._.., :j!.- r--JI ~_;>­

.r--J I 

(.).lJ IJ :j!.- .}._,kl I r--J I oM.; r--J I ,:r ~I r4 '1 I 
.J:_,kll ·~ .:r • .. a..-.11 r4'1~ 0'11 ~ 

:j!.- j,>-)1 ~ ~ .<..~ .oj~ jt ~ rf- J.,.;t 
).la.i'll JS .t..:-..) )l..,..;:_..\11 rf- J_,.;t ~ J.A.I 

-~.})/1 

59 

o b e i k a n d l . c o m



The Evil One: The Devil. 
The Evil One claims the lazy lad. 

An evil tongue: Slanderous. 
She has an evil tongue. 

An evil eye: Malicious look. 
Don't keep your evil eye on my daughter. 

To make ... an example: To punish. 

They wanted to make an example of him. 

Without example: Beyond imitation. 
His car is without example. It was made 
especially for his own sake. 

To set a good example: To be a good 

model. 
A teacher should set a good example for 
his students. 

Make example by: Copy. 
Take an example by following the same 
way ofplaying music by Abdel-Wahab. 

Exception proves the rule: The rule is 
existing regardless of any exception. 

This exception proves the rule. It has its 
own circumstances. 

With the exception of: Except. 
When he entered the hall, we stood up 
with the exception of Samy. 

Take exception to: Object. 
I take exception to this inclination to 
cruelty. 

In excess of: More than. 
I have money in excess of all my needs. 

Excess luggage: Luggage more than what 
is allowed for free carriage. 
You will pay charges for excess luggage. 

Excess profits: Profits swollen in certain 

conditions. 
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There is a special tax on excess profits. 

To make an exhibition of oneself: 
Behave so as to excite contempt. 
Stop it. You are making an exhibition of 
yourself. 

Ex-officio: By virtue of one's office. 

Mr. Radwan El-Kady is, ex-officio, the 
chairman of our company. 

At the expense of: At the cost of 
Money does not pay at the expense of 
one's health. 

High explosive: very irritable person. 
Take while you are talking to him, he is a 
high explosive. 

Express train: Fast train. 
They came by the express train. 

Express Bullet: Sharp danger. 

Inflation is an express bullet from uncle 
Sam. 

Express delivery: A letter meant for 
immediate delivery. 
Express delivery costs more. 

Be all eyes: Watch carefully. 

When the beautiful actress appeared, they 
were all eyes. 

Make someone open his eyes: Make him 
w1se. 

He doesn't know all the facts but I spoke 
to him and made him open his eyes. 

With an eye to: Wanting. 

He came with an eye to getting money. 

In the eyes of: In the judgement of 

A monkey is a gazelle in the eyes of his 
mother. 

In the eye of the law: Legally. 

All are equal in the eye of the law. 
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See eye to eye with: Agree entirely with. 
I can't see eye to eye with you. 

View with a friendly eye: 
Sympathetically, kindly. 
The manager viewed the difficulties of the 
poor clerk with a friendly eye. 

With a jealous eye: Jealously. 
They watched his success with jealous 
eyes. 

To throw dust in the eyes: To deceive. 

You cannot throw the dust in the eyes of 
me. 

To make eyes at: To look amorously. 

Don't make eyes at his girl. 

Apple of one's eye: A very dear person. 
The child is the apple of his mother's eye. 

Eye-opener: Enlightening circumstances. 
Our sudden tremendous defeat during the 
1967 war was an eye-opener for all Arab 
countries to see that Israel is a real 
expanding danger. 

Eye wash: Mere show. 
All electioneering propaganda is an eye 
wash just for catching votes. 
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