Old wives’ fable: Fantastic stories, false G ] ) S5 31 e 315 S
statements. Led o5 b JS Gas ¥ s 8- )
Detective stories are nothing but old wives’ fables.

Don’t believe everything you read in them.

Look one in the face: See him steadily. O b Ladie i d )l et S ary B i July
He trembled as I looked him in the face. agry bl
Show one’s face: Appear. Y e ta jeda OF s 52 Y 1 gl
He doesn’t dare show his face here at all.

Face to face: Confronted. g gt e b and dorg 7 e am ) Lears
He found himself face to face with death.

Set one’s face against: Oppose. kb o)l e 5 e
He has set his face against my plans.

Fly in the face of: Defy openly. gt b il 5 gl o 1 Joe e (g
Our planes flew in the face of enemy planes.

In face of: Against. RO B U L s W N W LV
Are you trying to reform everything. You A y S
are working in face of the government,

To one’s face: In the presence of. U VES U PPN CRUREAH R L PRSPPI
I said everything to the manager’s face.

To pull a long face: To look sad and W yns 3 b lagaate W 2 e Lagamze s
serious.

He pulled a long face in the presence of

his guests.

Make faces: Grimace. Ogiloasy 1918 e T lased Boad amy Slad i
They were making faces at their new okl g e e Og Py
teacher.

To save one’s face: To save from azast i) adgr gilad AU e waae® i
dishonour.

He did his best to save his face.
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On face of it: Apparently.
He was honest on the face of it.

To put a new face on: Alter the aspects
of.

They are trying him after they have put a
new face on some items in his article.

To put a good face on: To make it look
well.

The lawyer managed to put a good face on
the same article proving that the writing
was talking metaphorically.

To lose face: To be humiliated.

He behaved in a shameful way with his
girl-friend and lost face among his
colleagues.

Face the music: Face the consequences.
He is willing to face the music.

Fag-end: Useless remnant.
He served me the left-overs of his table
and I refused to take his fag-ends.

Without fail: Certainly.
I will meet you without fail at the
appointed place and time.

Fair sex: Women.

The fair sex will be ruling the world in the
near future if they are not ruling the world
nowadays.

Fair and square: Honest.
His actions are usually fair and square.

All is fair in love and war: Using all
possible means are justified.

Moral considerations should be excepted
when you say that all is fair in love and
war.

Fair play: Equal conditions for all.
Winners and losers have had fair play.

Fair and foul weather: Under all conditions.
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We shall do it together in fair and foul
weather.

Fair trade: The principle of reciprocity in
free trade.

Fair trade requires freedom and justice.
Perhaps, trade is free nowadays but justice
is missing.

Fair weather friends: Selfish friends.
He is not a friend in need. He is a fair
weather friend.

By fair means: Honestly.
He got his wealth by fair means.

Fair and softly: Gently.
He entered the room fair and softly.

Fairy lamps: Lamps for decoration.
On our wedding night many fairy lamps
decorated the front of our house.

To pin one’s faith upon: To depend on.
You can’t pin your faith upon fair weather
friends.

To fall on evil time: To be miserable.
My friend Safwat has fallen on evil times.

To fall a prey to: To fall a victim to.
I am afraid she will fall a prey to his plots.

To fall into error: To commit a mistake.
He has fallen into error by going to the
court. He will lose the case and come to
nothing.

To fall inte a rage: To become angry.
Falling into rage is useless.

To fall behind: 7o be passed.
Shame on you. You have fallen behind
your colleagues.

To fall foul of: To quarrel with.
He used to fall foul of her.
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To fall in with: Meet.

After many years, I fell in with Nadya
Sobhy whom I haven’t seen since we
finished our college.

Fall out of: Give up.
At last, I have fallen out of smoking,.

To fall short: To become insufficient.
Sugar has fallen short.

House of ill-fame: House of prostitution.
All houses of ill-fame have disappeared in

Egypt.

In the family way: About to have a child.
Mts. Olfat is in the family way.

Take a fancy to: Love.

He has taken a fancy to a fascinating
actress and he goes to the theatre every
night.

Fancy-Franchise: Voting based on
arbitrary qualifications.

Free voting and not Fancy-Franchise must
be the basis of any free elections.

Few and far between: Infrequent and
after long intervals.
His visits are few and far between.

Far-fetched: Having distant meaning.
I can’t believe him. His tale is far-fetched.

Far-reaching: Widely applicable.
The Islamic Summit decisions will have
far-reaching effects all over the world.

Far-seeing: Far-sighting.
All what he said came true. He is a far-
seeing fellow.

Fast bind-fast find: Lock up what you do
not want to lose.

You say that you cannot find it? You have
neglect the rule saying fast bind-fast find.
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Kill the fattened calf: Welcome warmly.
They killed the fattened calf for us. They
welcomed us warmly.

Fatal thread: allotted span of life.
On his 21% birthday, his fatal thread was
cut.

The wish is the father to the thought:
One believes what he wishes.

“They are going to raise the rents.”
“The wish is the father of the thought.”

Need is the father of invention: What
man needed made him make inventions.

Man needed fish from the sea, so, man has

invented nets.

To fawn on: To flatter.
They are fawning upon him for he holds
an important position.

Without fear or favour: Fearlessly.
The judge should act without fear or

favour because his verdicts should be
absolutely just.

To feast one’s eyes upon: 7o enjoy the
beauty of.

I want to feast my eyes upon the sea at
sunset.

Show the white feather: Berray.
Fair-weather friends are cowards ready to
show the white feather in adversity.

Feather one’s own nest: Make money for
himself not for his employer.

Working for us, he feathered his own nest.

Feather full = High feather: In high
Spirits.

He was feather full while he was driving
his new car.

Make the feathers fly: Throw into
confusion by a sudden atrack.
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Our soldiers made the feathers fly when
they crossed the Suez Canal and destroyed
the Barleve Line.

Fellow feeling: Full of sympathy.
He is an altruistic kind hearted gentleman
and he has fellow feeling for everyone.

Fellowman: 4 man who does not neglect
human considerations on dealing with
others.

Dr. Hany El-Gindy is a real fellowman.
He doesn’t charge poor patients any
money and even gives them money to buy
medicine.

To sit on the fence: To remain neutral.
They used to sit on the fence and later
they joined the winning side.

Fence month: Small sale.

This is a fence month. Our sales are very
small. Will it be the same next year? We
shall see.

Fetching beauty: Captivating beauty.
Her fetching beauty captivated his heart.
He had nothing to do with any other girl.

Fetch up: Recover.
The patient is fetching up.

Fetch and carry: Perform humble
services for others.

The porter fetched and carried for the
tenants.

Fetch off: Bring out of danger or
difficulty.

When his brother was in a trouble he
fetched him off.

Fair field and no favour: Equal
conditions in business.

Contractors always insist on fair field and
no favour.
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The whole field of history: Throughout o e o T LN " S
history. D ot e 1S b ey ade W1 Lo
There is none to equal the Prophet of

Islam (P.B.U.H.) in the whole field of

history.

To keep the field: Do not yield. To keep 3 5} Jre iSOl i 5l jaza¥) e SO Vg oz Y
the campaign open. PRV RV R o
He will never give in. He is keeping the

field.

Not to care a fig: Nof to care at all. ol adag Lo 0l Of : Jte BB Jo s 20 WP
He is competent enough to look after bl Bb) L ¥ ) s e ez Wt
himself. He does not care a fig for your

threats.

Figure of fun: Grotesque person. Sl e L )0 e & oy Sl ot
Really, he is a figure of fun. & iy
Cut a brilliant figure: Create a nice S o b Lollait am a5 e b Lelas! lany
impression. S

He cuts a brilliant figure everywhere.

Cut a poor figure: Make a bad Ll e & dne Gt L Lol
impression. e Jra 18 L s G el 5T ey
As for the final exams, my brother cut a GG Gty o et ¥ pay sl p g 0 Yo OF
poor figure. He got 53% from the total il 1JS
marks. He can’t join any faculty.

Person of figure: A man (woman) of e it B pn L ol 0] e (S Gpa pe s
distinction. Ao dik g

He has become a person of figure,
respected and feared by all.

Income of five figures: Income of Syl g M Dol 2 f e S (g Jo
millionaires. e VUR W
Millionaires have an income of five figures.

At a high figure: At a high price. e of e b ) G R31: Je e F e
He bought that house at a high figure.

At a low figure: Cheaply. e i BV S g e Jd o s
He bought that old car at a low figure. A
Figures of speech: Imaginary forms of AU peally e pandh fre oMU 3 RIS ) gl
speech.

Poetry is full of figures of speech.
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Figure up: Reckon.
Let us figure up all the costs of building a
new house.

Figure out: Give the details of.
Can you figure out our situation in
comparison with the enemy’s?

One fine day: /n future.
One fine day, you will marry her.

Fine Arts: Arts requiring skill.
I like poetry, painting and music and other
fine arts.

There is more wit in his little finger
than what is in your whole body: He is
more intelligent than you.

To look through one’s fingers: 7o
pretend not to see.

She looked as if she was looking through
her fingers as we were playing.

My fingers itch: / am impatient.
His fingers itched to strangle her.

His fingers are all thumbs: He is clumsy.
How can [ marry him? His fingers are all
thumbs.

With a wet finger: Fasily.
I can do this task with a wet finger.

To have a finger in the pie: 7o take part
in a matter.

Being a middleman he has a finger in
every pie from renting flats to selling land
for building.

To let slip from one’s fingers: 7o lose
hold of.

You have already let many golden
opportunities slip through your fingers.

To the finger nails: Completely.
He is a criminal to the finger nails.
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Fight to a finish: Till victory or death.
True heroes fight to a finish.

No smoke without fire: There is always
some ground for rumours.

I can believe this story about your affairs
with that woman because there is no
smoke without fire.

On fire: Excited.
When she heard the news about her and
about her husband she was on fire.

Out of the frying pan into the fire: From
a smaller trouble into a bigger one.

I am not to fall out of the frying pan into
the fire. I can’t leave my small house to
live in a small rented flat.

To pour oil on fire: To add to excitement.
His speech poured oil on fire.

Go through fire and water: Face all
troubles and difficulties.

I will go through fire and water to protect
my wife and my children.

Fire and sword: Burning and slaughter.
The Israelis are using fire and sword
against the unarmed Palestinians.

Between two fires: Berween two
difficulties.

I had to choose between two fires: leaving
my job or leaving my family.

Under fire: Being exposed to blaming.
The Minister of Agriculture was under fire
at the parliament last night.

Fire away: Begin.
She hesitated, but I told her to fire away.

Fire out: Dismiss.
Seven workers were fired out yesterday.

Pretty kettle of fish: /n a state of
confusion.
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His affairs are in confusion. What a pretty
kettle of fish!

Feed the fishes: Be drowned.
They wanted to make him feed the fishes.

Other fish' to fry: Other important work.
I’ve got other fish to fry.

To fish in troubled water: To make
profits out of disturbances.
He likes to fish in troubled water.

An old flame: 4 sweetheart.
She was an old flame of his.

To fleece: To cheat.
Shopkeepers generally fleece new
customers.

Flesh and fell: The whole body.
Flesh and fell are subject to decay.

One flesh: United as one personality.
Loving each other, they became one flesh.

To make one’s flesh creep: 7o frighten.
Watching terror movies on T.V makes her
flesh creep.

To put on flesh: 7o grow fat.
Take care, You are putting on flesh.

All flesh: All human beings.
All flesh is exposed to death.

Flesh-pots: High life.
He enjoys the flesh pots, and doesn’t care
for the poor.

To take the floor: To speak in a debate.
Mr. Deedat took the floor several times.

To floor the paper: To answer every
question.
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He floored the paper easily and there was
nothing wrong with his answers.

Flowing with milk and honey.
They say that the land of Palestine is
flowing with milk and honey.

Flow of spirits: Habitual cheerfulness.
His habitual flow of spirits infected
everybody.

Flow of soul: General conversation.
They indulged in a flow of the soul.

Flower age: Spring.
She is in her flower age.

Flowers of speech: Beautiful phrases.
His lectures on literary subjects are always
brimming with flowers of speech.

The flower of age: Youth.

You, students are enjoying the flowers of
age. Will you spoil the flowers of age
wasting your time and efforts?

Fly on wheels: One who over-estimates
his skills.

He is not a clever mechanic. He is a fly on
wheels.

To break a fly on the wheel: 7o waste
energy.

He spent too much money on this useless
invention. It’s like breaking a fly on the
wheel.

Fly high: Be ambitious.
He always flies high.

As the crow flies: Straight,
The distance from here to his house as the
crow flies is 10 kilometres.

Fly at: Antack.
He was very angry and flew at the man.

To fly at higher games: To have nobler
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ambitions.
He doesn’t care for such affairs; he is
flying at higher games.

Fly in the face of: Oppose.
Being severely oppressed, the Palestinians
flew in the face of the Israelis.

Fly out: Burst into violent words.
You had better speak calmly. Don’t fly out
at them.

To make money fly: To spend quickly.
His wife is very extravagant. She makes
the money fly.

In a fog: Puzzled.
[ am in a fog. I don’t know what to do.

Trade follows the flag: Business prospers
through political powers.

You can say that Israel has translated her
military victories into commercial
relations in many parts of the Arab World
for trade follows the flag.

To be food for worms: Die.
You say he is alive? No, he is now food
for worms.

To become food for fishes: Drowned and dead.
He found a watery grave and became food for

fishes.

To be a fool to: To be nothing in
comparison with another person.
You are a fool to him.

To make a fool of: To make fun of.
Making a fool of him does not annoy him.
He has no dignity.

Go on a fool’s errand: Fruitless work.
In this life, it seems that we are going on a
fools errand unless we follow God’s Will.

Fool’s paradise: Illusory happiness.
Life is a fool’s paradise.

Lelis )b asf 3T 3

Gl U R R P BYCRR S
RSN I PO R E P VPV S T [ o

Y egigr (155 OF Jadl ot e SN eAST) e iy
s (AN 5565

3pidl Jad L] o & e wimy s e do juy 358301 Gy
o

bl Lo G el YUT 5 36T oo s o 8

e g 51 0y SS Laize &l gl 2o dt s 5l
sm50 (5,3 sl e L UE 0555 4,8l 20U
Lshlast coa g as ol oL Jp a5 2
e Qe n oS 3 GLE wlide (] 4,5l

s a5 3l OY

Ad e Jn Vel dp Ja i e e pm O] plab
Ol plale &5 Y G

W Llabs ool y Al e 5 e

P FUR B EIPE TR P EF RTE R FU IV
.w;.;)ljl\.{

S

Lot ada 3 o o 00 ke Jasl 3 pon
Dol 5 d bowlyy P Y s Wlast of yay

el e A ol

74




To have one foot in the grave: To be
about to die.

He became very old and he has one foot in
the grave.

To know the length of one’s foot: To
know one’s weakness.
He doesn’t know the length of his foot.

To have one’s foot on the neck of:
Subdue.

Israel wants to have her foot on the neck
of the Palestinian people without any kind
of resistance.

To carry off the feet: To make others
very enthusiastic.
His speech carried me off my feet.

To put one’s foot down: To take a firm
stand.

I have put my foot down and none can
make me change my mind.

on one’s feet: /n good health. Financial
secured.

The old man is on his feet and his
company is on its feet.

To put one’s foot in: Blunder.
Alas! You have put your foot in that silly
affair.

Foot’s pace: Walk.
They went out at foot’s pace.

At one’s feet: Follower.
He has many at his feet.

On foot: Walking.
He goes to school on foot.

Tread under foot: Oppress.

For many reasons, Hitler trod the Jews
under foot as he thought they were
financially corrupting Germany and
caused defeat in the First World war.
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To try one’s fortune: 7o take a risky
step.

I wanted to try my fortune and bought a
small shop.

To make a fortune: 1o become rich.
He made a fortune in America.

To marry fortune: To marry a rich
person.
Fortune marries fortune.

Fortune hunter: 4 man seeking a rich
wife.

He hasn’t married yet. As you know he is
a fortune hunter.

Through foul and fair: Managing
through all cases by all means.
He will get it through foul and fair.

Fair is foul and foul is fair: No justice.
The Roman Empire’s decline took place
when fair was foul and foul was fair.

The crown is the fountain of honour: A//
honour belongs to the ruler.

To enjoy French leave: To leave without
permission.
I like to enjoy French leave.

To make the fur fly: 7o create
disturbance.

Angry voters made the fur fly in the street
burning old tires and stopping all cars in
the street from moving.

Furniture of one’s pocket: Money.
How can you buy such furniture without
the furniture of your pocket?

Furniture of the brain: Knowledge.
They are winning because they are using
their furniture of the brain wisely.
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