To gain the upper hand: 7o become
victorious.

Shall we leave evil forces to gain the
upper hand in the world?

To gain ground: To make progress.
You are gaining much ground in music.

Gall and wormwood: Bitterness.
His words were as gall and wormwood.

Gallop through: Run.
He galloped through his task.

Gamble away: Stake.
She gambled away all her chances of
happiness.

To have the game in the hands: 7o be
sure of victory.

They are working hard though they have
the game in their hands.

To play a good game: 7o be a skilful
winner.

In the debate, he played a good game.

To play a poor game: To act without
skill.

He played a poor game, and lost the
debate.

The game is up: Everything is lost.
You have to surrender. The game is up.

To play a double game: 7o deceive.
He is a deceiver and he is always playing
a double game.

N el SE1 NSRRI PURTCCPRPES
L1 3 LY W U 0,85

P IS Sl yhit ey ui:&@kujtu.&‘fu;_

s ol ng
.Eﬁja-ﬁus s :J‘:‘ﬁf‘&; .BJ‘JA

A e g 511 B 5% G2

bl&J\up)sJLQﬁU :J:.A coe JAUD_‘C_»A.!

,.,,moic.J__c.aMrg;:&.ﬂ;u oo By 0,5
5

Al g yles b 6 bl b fre ABL 8 es 0k

L@é,@kﬂégjbbuls e LW 8Ll Oy B e
BBl st Ja) el o 5 f

JS st dab e ManVL e e 0 JS'U st
P

GGl e Ll gy plas 6] e gy 2

77



To play one’s game: 7o advance in one’s
schemes.
He has played his game well.

Game and game: victory scored by each
side.

Don’t be sad, my boy. It’s game and
game.

Fair game: Something done legitimately.
He is very foolish. He is fair game for any
swindler.

The whole gamut of: The whole range
of...

This man has studied the whole gamut of
crime.

To gang up: 7o join against.
They ganged up on him and gave him a
good beating.

Goal bird: Habitual criminal.
He is a goal bird and he will never repent.

To stop a gab: To make up the deficiency.
The young doctor stopped the gab caused
by his superior’s absence.

To lead up the garden path: To mislead.
He led many a woman up the garden path.

To step on the gas: 7o accelerate an
engine.

In order to reach the hospital on time, I
had to step on the gas.

Gate of ivory: Gate of false dreams.
You are passing through your gate of
ivory.

Gate of horn: The horn by which true
dreams come.

Look my daughter Fatimah! Instead of
your gate of ivory, you had better pass
through the gate of horn.

Gate-crasher: Bold brave intruder.
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Make sure that no gate-crashers come into
the party.

Between you and me and the gatepost:
In close confidence.
Let this agreement rest between you and
me and the gatepost.

Be gathered to one’s fathers: Die.
The young girl was gathered to her
fathers.

A rolling stone gathers no moss: /f is
impossible for you to succeed in any trial.
If you want to get married, stop travelling
for a rolling stone gathers no moss.

Gather way: Begin to move.
At last, the ship gathered way.

Gather colour: Become known in colour.
Under sunshine by the sea, she gathered
colour.

To gather strength: To become strong.
He was very ill but he is slowly gathering
strength.

The tale gathered like a snowball: The
story received additional details.

The tale of our innocent relation gathered
like a snowball and received increasing
details and publiz:ity.

Take the gauge of: Estimate well.

It is a silly mistake to think that our enemy
is very weak and it is better to take the
gauge of the enemy.

To have the weather gauge of: 7o have
the advantage of.

Our enemy has the weather gauge of
military planes and rockets.

In gear: In working order.
My computer is in gear.

Out of gear: Not working.
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My computer is out of gear.

Lover-general: One who makes love to
every woman he meets.

Any woman does not like a lover-general
for any woman wants the man who loves
her only.

In general: Generally.
In general, voters choose the best candidates.

The gentle sex: Women.
It is said that woman are the gentle sex
and I say: sometimes, if they wished.

The old gentleman: The devil.
Sins are the old gentleman’s affair.

A gentleman’s agreement: 4n oral not
written agreement. We have reached a
gentleman’s agreement to help each other.

Get rid of: Stop something bad from
going on.

There is a company helping people to get
rid of mice.

Get under way: Begin to sail. The boat
got under way and our voyage began in
the morning.

Get into: Put on.
He got into his clothes and went out to the
market.

Get over: Overcome.
I got over all these difficulties.

Get round: Evade.
He tried to get round his crime trying to
fabricate a false alibi but he failed.

Get through: Fass.
She got through all her exams.

Get about: Go from place to place.
She is getting about all shops to choose
" the finest clothes
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Get abroad: Spread.
Our family affair has got abroad.

Get along: Succeed.
He is getting along in his work.

Get together : To meet, a meeting.
There will be a get together of same
friends in the club this evening.

To get away with: Escape. He got away
with my bag.

Get a move on: Continue our movement.
We have nothing to do with this accident,
Let us get a move on.

Get out of hand: Break from control.
[}

This obstinate boy Has got out of his

father’s hand.

The get-up of something: The style of
production.

The get-up of this new car is better and
doesn’t cost so much as our old get-up.

Ghastly: Full of horror.
The ghastly scene of the accident left a
permanent imprint on the girl’s mind.

Our ghostly enemy: The devil.
We should beware of our ghostly enemy.

Ghostly weapons: False religious
arguments.

We should beware of ghostly weapons as
much as we should beware of our ghostly
enemy.

Giddy success: Amazing bewildering
success.
His giddy success amazed him.

Gift of the gab: Power of speech.
No doubt, Gamal Abdul Naser did have
the gift of the gab.
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To gild a pill: 10 soften down an
unpleasant necessity. He didn’t want to
marry the ugly girl. So, to gild the pill,
told him that she was rich.

Gilded youth: Young man of fashion and
wealth.

The future does not rest with the gilded
youth.

The gird up one’s lions: 7o be prepared
Jfor actions.

In October 1973 the Egyptians girded up
their lions and crossed the Suez Canal and
destroyed the Barlev line.

To give the world for....: 7o make any
sacrifice for.

He would give the world for a sniff of
cocaine.

To give one’s life to: To be addicted to.
He gave his life to music.

Give back: Help.
Egypt always gives back to other Arab
countries.

To give a piece of one’s mind: 0 scold.
She gave him a piece of her mind.

To give oneself airs: 7o feel proud.

He gives himself airs for being the best player.

To give ear to: To listen fo. Don’t give
ear to him.

To give in: To yield. Although business is
very bad nowadays, I can’t give in for I
have nothing else to do.

To give out: To announce.
It is given out that all graduates of 1988
will have jobs.

To give way: To fall.
The wall gave way under the heavy
weight.
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To give up the ghost: To die. He gave up
the ghost and got rid of his pains.

To give away: Throw.
She gave away the roses.

To have a glass too much: 7o be drunk.
Don’t pay any attention to him. He had a
glass too much.

To through down the glove: 7o offer a
challenge. Throwing down his glove, |
had to accept the challenge.

To accept the glove: To accept the
challenge.
I couldn’t avoid accepting the glove

To fit like a glove: Be exactly fitting.
This small house fits me like a glove.

Hand-and-glove: Friends. Samy and
Kamal are hand-and-glove

Gluttin’ the market: The supplies are
exceeding the demands in the market.
There is a glut in the fruit market
nowadays because there has been a
bumper crop this year.

To strain at a gnat: To be scrupulous
about trifles.
She is very cautious. She strains at a gnat.

The story goes: It is said that. The story
goes that he drowned her on purpose and
pretended that she was alone in the sea.

To go the way of all earth: To die.
Everybody will go the way of all earth
sooner or later.

To go over: To inspect.
Let us go over the accounts.

To go on : To continue.
Go on with your work.
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To go back upon one’s word: To break a
promise. You can’t rely upon one who
goes back upon his word.

Go-as-you-please: Unfettered.
Her brother does not like her go-as-she-
pleases habits.

A go-between: An intermediary.

They have sent a go-between offering
marriage between our daughter and their
eldest son.

Quite the go: Last Fashion. Cowboy
shirts are quite the go nowadays.

Godsend: Unexpected gain. He got
money after a distant relative of his. It was
a Godsend to him.

Golden key: Money removing an obstacle.
My golden key opens all locks.

Golden opinion: High respect.
She has a golden opinion of me.

The Gospel of soap and water: Free trade.
The Gospel of soap and water comes from a
French motto saying Laissez faire, laissez
passer.

Hot gospeller: Efficient propagandist.
Karl Marx was the first hot gospelier of
communism.

A got-up: Something artificially
produced.

He invents got-up stories as easily as
making kites.

Town and gown: non-members and
members of university.

The town and gown met at the American
University in Cairo.

Have the grab on: Have the great
advantage of.
He has the grab of parliament.
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With a good grace: Willingly. He
approved my application with a good
grace.

With a bad grace: Unwillingly.
He received his application with a bad
grace.

Airs and graces: Behaviour. Nobody
admires his affected airs and graces.

To be in one’s good graces: To enjoy the
favours of somebody.

His daughter is in the good graces of the
shop manager.

To be in one’s bad graces: To be in
disfavour with.
My son is in the bad graces of his boss.

On the up-grade: Progressing.
Good people are always on the up-grade.

On the down-grade: Going backward.
Bad people are always on the down-grade.

To make the grade: To succeed.
Working hard, you will make the grade.

Against the grade: Contrary to
inclination.

Take care! You are swimming against the
grade.

Grand mistake: Blunder. You needn’t
have killed that man. You have committed
a grand mistake that will bring the police
here very quickly.

To bite on the granite: 7o waste energy.
Getting into the bravely well-defended
city is like biting on the granite.

Grade up: Improve.
He is trying to grade up every day.

The grapes are sour: Things beyond
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reach become undesirable.

It is Magda who refused your proposal.
Don’t say she is an ugly girl. Really, the
grapes are sour.

Grapple: Tackle.

Regardless of all difficulties, you have to
grapple with this affair and you may
overcome its difficulties.

To grasp at: Try fo seize.
He is grasping at straws.

Beyond one’s grasp: Out of one’s reach.
Success is beyond your grasp.

Don’t let the grass grow under your
feet: Don 't waste time doing nothing.
Come man! Do anything. Don’t let the
grass grow under your feet.

A snake in the grass: 4 hidden enemy.
Beware of him. He is a snake in the grass.

Quite as the grave: Very calm and silent.
At night, the village was as quite as the
grave.

To turn in one’s grave: Take pains over
something wrong in spite of being in his
grave. Your father will turn in his grave
when he hears of what you have done.

Grave of reputation: 4 dishonourable
job.

Working for this man is a grave of
reputation.

In the prime of grease: Fit for killing.
This goat is in the prime of grease.

To grease one’s palm: 7o bribe.
He greased the palm of the warden and
fled from the prison.

Like greased lightning: Very fast.
The car moved like greased lightning.
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It is all Greek to me: Beyond my
comprehension.

What she told me and what you are saying
to me now is all Greek to me.

When Greek meets Greek there is a
tug-of war. Fighting is expected.

Greek gift: A gift given with intent to
harm.

He died because of the poisoned ring on
his finger. It was a Greek gift.

Green eye: Jealous eye. He is looking at
me talking to his wife with a green eye.

A green mare is better than a horse:
Girls are better than boys and a wife is
better than her husband.

To hold one’s nose to the grindstone: 7o
work continuously.

He lost a lot of money. He will have to
hold his nose to the grindstone to repay it.

To have an axe to grind: To have a
purpose to be served. He doesn’t help her
for nothing. He has his axe to grind.

To cut the ground under one’s feet: To
anticipate and negate opponent’s
arguments.

Our lawyer managed to cut the ground
under the feet of theirs.

To hold one’s ground: To stand firm.
The enemy could not hold his ground in
the face of our attack. The enemy was
forced to yield to our demands.

Gutter journalism: Bad kind of
Jjournalism.

Gutter journalism is the only kind of
journalism he knows.
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