
To break the ice: To make a beginning. 
He broke the ice and said something funny 
that made us laugh and talk warmly. 

Cut no ice: To be ineffective. 
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Your efforts will cut no ice with me for one strong 
reason: I have no money to lend to anybody. 
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Take ill: Misunderstand. 
He took her words ill. 

To be taken ill: To fall ill. 
She was taken ill with malaria. 

Ill-will = Ill blood: Animosity. 
I wish there were no ill-will between them. 

Ill-starred: Unlucky. 
His ill-starred journey ended in disaster. 

He is the very image of his father: 
He is very much like his father. 

Imitative arts: Arts such as sculpture. 
She prefers imitative arts saying that they 
are more practical than fine arts. 

Immaculate conception: Pregnancy free 

from material taint. 
Muslims and Christians believe in the 
immaculate conception of Mary. 

Impregnated with: Full of 
His story was impregnated with fabrications. 

In pursuance of: Intending to do something. 

He came to Cairo in pursuance of his desire to 

be a famous singer. 

In brief: In short. 
Let us listen to the news in brief. 
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By inches: Bit by bit. " , ' w..; w!. _, _ _, "I. 1•. w..; .\A.> w..; 
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They are occupying our land by inches. 

Every inch: Entirely. 

He is very inch a gentleman. 

Flog a person within an inch of his life: Beat 

him almost to death. 
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They flogged him within an inch of his life. 

An inch of cold iron: Stab with a dagger 

or a knife. 

An inch of cold iron ended his life. 

Inside information: Private intimation. 

Editors pay much for disclosure of inside 
information. 

To all intents and purposes: Practically. 
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To all intents and purposes, he was the director. 

Vested interests: Personal interest, keen commitment. 

He has a vested interest in the farm. 
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To intrude upon: To interfere with. 

He intruded himself upon their meeting. 

A man of iron: A strong man. 

Bismarck was a man of iron. 

Strike while the iron is hot: Make good 

use of any opportunity without any delay. 

Take action here and now. Strike while the 
iron is hot or we shall lose everything. 

To have many irons in the fire: To have 

many profitable interests. 

Even ifhe loses this contract, he has many 

other irons in the fire. 

Without a male issue: Without any son. 

He wants to marry once more because he 
is still without a male issue. 

Issue of fact: A denied fact. 

They made an issue of the fact. 

The issue of law: When law is contested. 

Our lawyer raised an issue oflaw. 
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