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EGYPT

Showdown on the Sharia

deliver an outcry aganst the fundamental-
ists: “I warn, and | warn and I warn again!” |
But Mubarak’s warnings have not had |
the desired effect. The fundamentalist
movement is growing stronger by the day,
and the signs -are everywhere. Islamic
banking, for example, is increasingly popu-
lar, with its elaborate gimmicks to accom-
modate the Shania’s strictures against “usu-
ry"—despite government attempts to
discrédit some of the banks. Mosque build-
ing 15 now 3 thrivirig businéss; new mosques
seem to be under construction everywhere,
even on Egyptian military installations.
Cairo now has several posh new restaurants
that serve no alcohol, in keeping with the
Sharia’s dictates. And lIslamic clothing
ghops are flourishmg. In the Al Salam shop-
ping ¢énter in the fastionable Cairo suburb
of Heliopolis, woren #iock to an Islamic
boufique that replaced an electronics store.
only a year ago. There they buy up the latest
styles: long dresses and kigabs, scarves that
encircle their faces afd cover their Nair.
» Dreams: The Islamic surge has been
fueled in part by the country’s bleak eco-
nomic situation. In the last four years the
country's growth has dwindled from 8 to 4
percent. All of Egypt’s big moneymakers—
tourism, the Suez Canal, oil and expatriate
remittances—are doing poorly. The coun-
try is now importing most of its whneat,
vegetable oil, sugar, meat, tea, coffee  ’
manufactured goods, and the foreign dcot
" stands at $35 billion. Roughly one-third of
the $22 billion Egyptian national bucget

goes to subsidies, on which the country’s 48
million people are heavily depeade.t. ' Peo-
pleallover Egyptarefed up,” says Salama’s
attorney, Abdel Halim Ramadan *“Prices
are very high. The water i$ dirty. Air pollu-
tion is terrible. The people are suflering to
live. What cana hungry'man do but dream

of other solutions?”

Opposition to the Sharia seems
to corie mostly from some busi-
nessmen as well as from the.coun-
try's 6 million Coptic Christians.
*“The whole Christian commmiunity
1s scared,” said one icading Coptic
businessman. “If they finally im-
pose Sharia, then many of us will
have to leave. Already we’ve be-
gun making contingency plans.”
Hotel owners and tourist-ministry
cfficials are concerned tha
Sharia-imposed nationwide tun
on alcoholic beverages would se-
verely hurt the tourist trade. And
foreign businessmen are also
wary. “Absolutely everyone 1s
worried and watching to see how
things wiil settle beiore they put '
down new money here,” says a
Muslim commodities dealer. But
it may be a long wait. Mubarak's
abilitytohold Egypttoa moderate
pro-Western course 15 becoming
increasingly questionable.

JOSEPH TREEN
with ELIZABETH O. COLTON in Cairo

NEWSWEEK/AUGUST 5, 1985
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Salama speaking before his ar:

Challenging the government

with growing fervor .
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Plainclothes police seize a funda
talist : « God is our reftge ».
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Islam, out of print .

Principles of Islam , 3rd. edition. Dar el Shaab.
Mohammad the Prophet of Islam. 5th. cdition, Dar el shaab.
Islamic Economics in Sonnalh, Wahba Baok Shob.

Islam God’'s Message to Humsanity, Wahba. Book Shop.
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