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1. The first steam engine was not put into use before the end of
the last century, but it had been known for 2,000 years Around
100 B.C it was drawn and described by the Greek
mathematician , Heron.
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2. The first functional telephone was invented in 1876 in the
USA . The invention was attributed to Graham Bell - by the
American court as well as by posterity.
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3. In 1818 the Englishman, Dennis Johnson, obtained a patent
for ‘runbicycle’ The first bicycle with pedal pull was ,
however , produced in 1845 in Germany. The first factory
produced the bicycle: called “velocipede” with the very big

front wheel.
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4. On 2Ist july , 1969 the American astronaut Neil Armstrong

(13

left the moon landing module “ Eagle “and set foot on the
surface of the moon being the first man ever to do so.
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5. Tt is difficult to tell who actually invented the car . In 1863
the Frenchman Lenoir constructed some kind of a car which
was driven by a motor with a special gas . However , in 1865
the German , Marcus , presented a car which was driven by
liquid fuel. The most well-known factory-produced car is the
American Ford T from 1913.
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6. The first real boats can be dated back to some 5,000 - 3,000
B.C The vessels were made of rush , hides, bones , bark ,
wood , etc . Of these primitive vessels the most well-known
ones are the Nordic oak boat and the Egyptian rush boat . Also
we should not forget NOAH’s boat.
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7. This invention was made in 1878 by the American Thomas
Edison and by the Englishman Joseph Swan. The two
inventors worked together on this invention and within 2
years, i.e.in 1880, they developed practical usable glow lamps.
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8. The very first gramophone was constructed in 1887 by the
German inventor Emile Berliner. The sound was recorded to a
plane rotating disc of zinc covered with wax. This invention
was named “gramophne”.
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9. The radio employs electromagnetic waves which are
transmitted through space . These waves are used to carry the
sound which you hear on the radio. This invention which was
made in 1865 is attributed to the British physicist James Clerk
Maxwell. The first radio receiver, the crystal set, is from 1910.
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10. The first official telecasts were made in London by the
BBC  ( British Broadcasting Corporation ) in 1936. However,
already in 1923 patent was taken out for a mechanical
television set by the Scottish engineer John L. Baird. His first
set named “Televisor “ was sold in 1930.
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11. Papyrus which dates back to about 3000 B.C. was used by
the Egyptians as writing material for 2000-3000 years. paper
as we know it today can be traced back to China about AD105.
It slowly travelled westward and was made in Baghdad in AD
793. From there it was introduced to Europe as part of Islamic
culture.
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12. On 12th July, 1793 the Frenchman Claude Chappe sent the
telegraphic message over longer distance. This first known
telegraph was in fact an optical method of communication. not
until 1840came the first electric wireless telegraph.
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13. The English engineer Richard Trevithick was the first to
construct a primitive, but usable locomotive . It was tested in

140



1804 on a 15 km-long railway. With a load of coal of 10 tons
the speed was 8 km / h.
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14. On 17 th December , 1903 at Kitty Hawk in North
Carolina, U.S.A the Wright brothers succeeded in carrying
through the first successful flying with a motor - driven
aeroplane The flying distance was 260 m.
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15. In 1943 the American Scientists John W. Manchly and J.
Presper Eckert presented the first electronic universal
computer. It weighed 60 tons, ittook up 160 square meters,
and contained 18,000 electron tubes. It became the forerunner
of the first programmable calculator.
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16. The wheel is one of man’s most important inventions and
was found in Near East graves dating back to 3500 B.C. and
was made of hard wood. However, to know how important the
wheel really is we should remember that everything that turns
“AROUND” has to have many parts that are “ROUND”.
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17. The word “ tractor “ was used for the first time in 1856 in
England, where the first self probelling steam engine was built.
Not only could it move, but it could also drag things (traction
engine). The first tractors were stationary and dragged the
agricultural machinery by means of drag lines.
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18. The origin of oil drilling is to be found with the Chinese. In
the second century B.C the Chinese extracted oil by drilling
holes with tubes of bamboo and bronze . Proper oil drilling
began in the 18th century in the USA when an oil well was
struck at a depth of 23 meters.
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19. The first early form of typewriter to be put into production
was the typewriter of 1870 by the Dane Malling Hansen .
Originally it was constructed to give the blind and deaf better
possibilities of communicating with the surrounding world.
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20. The Greek Thales of Moletos ( around 600 B.C ) was the
first to notice that amber attracts light objects when one rubs
on it . The first machine-generated electricity was used in 1650
by the German Otto van Guericke .
de (i 4l YV yall A e ) 5 G padll da gy e aley asi Y YD
Lol L1 S0 (3" Aaglaall (5 1S " L 5y gl pua¥) S L 2V VE
Jsb Glasisy oud @)y 3V VEE plo b (o6l Y s o) Cilaatia
. sl DAY dclial piias
21. Nobody knows exactly when the fountain pen was
invented . In 1740 the Russian empress “ Catherine the Great “
wrote in her memoirs that she was using “ a pen without end “
.In 1884 in New York Watermann founded the first factory for
production of fountain pens .
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22. In 1816 in France Nicephore Niepce invented the first
camera when he made photos on paper which was coated with
silver nitrate . The first photo - the view from Niepce’s
window - took 8 hours of exposure.
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23. Tt was by sheer accident that the Englishman Sir Alexander
Fleming in 1928 discovered the antibiotic properties of
penicillin . It has a great capability of inhibiting the growth of
numerous pathogenic bacteria.
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24. The Arab alphabet , is one of the most widely used in
writing many languages . The first known Arab inscriptions
are about 1475 years old . Arabic calligraphy is considered as
one of the most artistic forms of graphic arts .
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25. Men’s razors date long back in history . Earlier, shells ,
bronze knives or sharp stones were the tools . The first steel
razor blade was made by the American K.C Gillette in 1901.
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26. The first thermometer for measuring a patient’s
temperature was used by the Italian santorio about 1626. It was
a water thermometer . The mercury thermometer dates back to
1887.
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27. About 5500 years ago , the Egyptians used balances for
weighing grain , etc . The balance consisted of two plates
hanging down from a stick .
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28. The first satellite that was sent up into space to orbit the
earth was the Soviet Sputnik. It took place on 5 October, 1957.
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29. On 2nd July, 1900 the first dirigible airship took off . The
airship was constructed by the German Fardinand Zeppelin ,
who patented the invention in 1898.
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30. The walkie talkie was invented in America in 1942. The
walkie talkie 1s a portable radio transmitting and receiving
sound signals over short distances .
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31. In the 15th century the universal genious Leonardo da
Vinci designed a helicopter much resembling the helicopters
of our time . But not until 1878 was the first power- driven
helicopter made , that was able to lift itself from the ground.
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32. The firstreal contact lenses were marketed in 1887 by the
German company Muller. They were made of glass. In 1936
they were replaced by plexiglass lenses, which were lighter.
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33. The Frenchman Barthelemy Thimonnier invented the first

real sewing machine in 1830. It worked practically like the
present sewing machines .
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34. In 1819 the Danish scientist Hans Christian Oersted
discovered that an electiric current causes a magnetic field in
the environment close to the conductor. That initiated the
development of the electric compass.
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35. The first video recorders were marketed in the U.S.A in
1951. They much resembled the ordinary tape recorders with

spools. The quality of these video recorders was not very high
The first spools weighed more than 10 kg a piece.
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36. The erasing rubber is mentioned for the first time in history
by the English chemist J. Priestly in 1770. Today it 1s made of
plastic as well as natural or synthetic rubber.
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37. The first mechanical clocks dates as far back as to about 65
B.C The first small, spring driven watches were made by the
German Peter Henlein in 1510.
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38. Books were printed in China about 1200 years ago , but
not till 1438 did the German Johann Gutenberg invent the first
movable types which became the basis of the art of printing we
know today.
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39. In the old days, cooling was achieved by using snow
brought down from mountain tops. In 1921 two Swedish
scientists succeeded in making “cold” by means of “heat” the
cooling was produced in a closed system with water , ammonia
and hydrogen. The first electric refrigerators were
manufactured and sold in 1925.
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40. About 5000 years ago, the Egyptians produced and blew
glass. From Egypt the glass was soon distributed to the rest of
the world. Not until 1350 years ago was glass used for
windows.
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41. The first forerunners of newspapers were published in
Switzerland in 1566. The first real paper published daily was
the German paper the Leipziger Zeitung from about 1660.
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42. The first motor cycle with a combustion engine was
constructed by the German Maybach and Daimier in 1885.
The 0.5 hp engine gave the motor cycle a maximum speed of
18 km / h.
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43. The first food preserving container made of metal was
patented by the Frenchman Pierre Durand in 1810. The first
industrial tin cans were manufactured in London in 1812. At
the same time the tin-opener was marketed.
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44. Today’s toothbrush was already known in China about
1400. The first nylon toothbrush was made in the United States
in 1938. It was called doctor West’s miracle toothbrush. The
electric toothbrush was made in 1908.
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45. The first bath tubs were made of marble or silver. They
were used by the Greeks and the Romans. Later on, the bath
tub was made of wood .In about 1700 the metal bath tub was
made and few years later the enamelled bath tub we still use
today.
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46. The Greeks were probably the first people that played with
a ball. The ball was made of ox hide that was blown up with
air, so that it was easy to kick and throw. This was the start of
today’s ball games.
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47. The first stamp was printed in Ireland in 1834, but it did
not become widespread until the English post reform in 1938.
At that time people had to pay postage when they received a
letter and not when they sent a letter.
le—riio L 13 0 myy L =g Ml cle .l allic (e Caxlia 5 Jof of —£A
el lemiay N Lty sh cajally. Jigslly puladll e ()9 pead
calal) G 5y a O aaall e g gisadll
48. The first needles were made of fish-bones or bone points.
Later the needles were made of copper or bronze by the
Egyptians. The Arabs developed it into today’s polished and
sharpened iron needles.
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49. The chewing gum was patented by William F. Semple in
Ohio in 1869. It was a mixture of rubber mass and additives to
make it taste sweet.
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50.The first real diving suit was used in Germany in 1796. It
was a cylinder-shaped tin pail that covered the upper part of
the diver’s body. Two holes with glass made it possible for the
diver to look out . A pipe to the water surface allowed him to
breathe.
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51. The American W.C Judson patented the zip in 1893, but
the first successful zip was made by the Sweden Gideon
Sundback in 1900. The only improvement of the zip was made
in 1970 when it was made of plastics instead of metal.
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52. The Iltalian physician Salvino degli Armati made two
lenses that were able to improve his own vision in 1280, but
the real spectacle frame was not until 1746.
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53. The idea of mechanical people, robots, must have existed
as long as real people have existed. The first real robot that
could move, receive a message and talk was the robot
“Robbie”, made 1n the United States in 1950.
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54. The compass with magnetized needles was first made by
the Chinese . From the Chinese it spread by Arab sailors who
were sailing with compass in the Indian Ocean about 1200
The needle was fixed to a wooden plate with 32 points.
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55. The first book giving the present numeric system |,
including the zero was published in Arabic in 874 AD. Before
that every civilization had developed or adopted a system
adequate for its own needs. None of these would have been
suitable for scientific uses.
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56. The French physicist Sebastien Lenormand jumped down
from the second floor with a parasol in each hand in 1783.
The first real parachute jump took place from a height of 800
m in 1797.
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57. The discovery of agriculture was the most important event
in the history of mankind. With that discovery begins the story
of modern civilization. The farmers had to have laws to
protect them. These laws had to be respected.
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