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No people in the early Middle — Ages contributed to human Progress so
much as the Arabs had dond. The word Arab is a term which in our usage
comprises all the Arabic speaking people and is not only confined to the
inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula. While Arab philosophers were
studying Aristotle, Charlman and his courtiers were reportedly learning to
write their names. Arab scientists in Crodova used to pay frequent visits to
its 17 libraries and used to enjoy luxurious paths at a time when washing the

body was detested by professors and undergraduates of the university of
Oxford.
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It was not only a great empire that the Arabs has built, they surpassed
this to culture as well. The Arabs inherited the ancient civilizations that
flourished along the banks of Tigris and Euphrates, on the Eastern coasts of
the Mediterranean and in the Nile Valley, moreover, they absorbed and
assimilated the main valuesw of the Greco-Roman culture as well as adding
much of what they innovated and subsequently acted as a medium for
transmitting all-together to Europe in its dark ages, where they have
disseminated such culture. Thereof, the dawn of scienticfic a wakening have

arose in Europe. The fruits of the awakenng are still enjoyed in Erope as well
as they have been transmitted to America.
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Our armed forces are always ready to defend our national objectives
against any aggression. We have confidence in the soldiers of the A.R.E.
who are always ready to spare no sacrifice, even blood and soul, for the sake

of defending the Republic.

We are never frightened by threats; our armed forces have participated
in protecting our main national objectives.
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4- The United Nations' Day

It is customary that the United Nations' Day is celebrated throughout the
world on October 24th, as the International Organization itself has Pointed
out. It is an occasion not so much for eulogies for the Organization as for
reaffirmation of faith in the righteousness of its purpose to achieve a world
in which all can live together in peace.

In fact the record of the Organization is full of important gains in all the
fields in which the U.N. and its related agencies are called upon to work. The
organization had justified itself through its protection and preservation of
human life, by its work in halting or preventing hostilities, by its
humanitarian programmers for refugees and children, b y its aid to nations in
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their campaigns for better health, better food and better opportunities for
livelihood.

5 — The New Political Map

The political map of Africa has been transformed in a mere six years.
Before 1955, the only states in Africa not controlled by Europeans were
Egypt, Ethiopia, Liberia and Libya, which has become independent only in
1951. The great change began in the Arab North: Sudan, Morocco and
Tunisia achieved independence in 1956. In 1957 Ghana, first of the new
'black' African states, became a sovereign Commonwealth country; in 1960
came a flood of new independent states — Nigeria, Somalia, the ex-Belgian
Congo, and no less than 14 former French territories, including Malagasy
(Madagascar). In 1961 the independence of Sierra Leone nearly completed
the transformation in West Africa, while that of Tanganyika carried the new
wave to the east coast. Africans were also close to political preponderance in
Uganda, Kenya and Nyasaland, and largely in control in Gambia and French
Somaliland, although full independence seemed an unlikely prospect for
those two small territories as they stood; their future, and that of other little
vestiges of the colonial pattern, remains uncertain.

Thus 24 new nations appeared on the African map, with 140 million
inhabitants. Before 1955, four fifths of Africa's population had lived under
European rule; now, nearly four-fifths live in independent states. Apart from
Algeria in the north, where France's inability to crush the rebellion in seven
years of fighting points to an inevitable end of French rule, and Belgian-held
Ruanda-Urundi, where independence also seems imminent, colonial rule is
virtually reduced to the Portuguese and British dependencies in the south. Of
the latter, the Rhodesias are now the scene of a developing political struggle
between African nationalists and the hitherto dominant white minority; and
the fate of the three British protectorates adjoining South Africa is involved
to some extent with the uncertain future of South Africa itself — a sovereign
state still tightly controlled by the three million whites who make up a fifth
of its population .
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6- United Nations Activity

The United Nations has been involved in Africa than in any other
continent. Seven of the original eleven UN Trust Territories were in Africa,
but by 1961 six had passed out of trusteeship. Somalia, French Togo and
Cameroons became sovereign republics in 1960; British Togo was merged
with Ghana; British Cameroons was divided, its north joining Nigeria, its
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south the ex-French Cameroons. Tanganyika's independence was fixed fror
December 1961, while Ruanda-Urundi remained under Belgian U.N
trusteeship, but not, it seeme, for long.

The fate of other ex-Italian dependencies as well as Somalia was
decided by the UN, Eritrea being federated with Ethiopia, Libya becoming
independent, UN technical assistance has increasingly flowed to new
African states, and the U.N has set up an Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA) with headquarters in Addis Ababa and a Sudanese, Mekki Abbas, as
secretary.

Before Tunisia and Morocco became independent, their case was
brought to the UN Assembly by the Asian and Arab countries, which also
raised the question of Algeria, despite French claims that this was a domestic
matter. Portugal has unsuccessfully opposed U.N discussions about its
African territories. South Africa has refused to accept UN trusteeship for
South-West Africa. Its racial policy has been condemned in the Assembly.

Apart from South Africa the only U.N members in Africa in 1945 were
Egypt, Ethiopia and Liberia. Now there are 28 African members,19 of
which became UN members in 1960-1 . Thus African casts over a quarter of
the Assembly's votes.

Since the Sinai-Suez conflict of 1956, an international UN Emergency
Force (UNEF), 5,000 strong, has helped to keep the peace on the Egypt-
Israel border: A larger UN force, mainly African,, wassent to the ex-Belgian
Congo in 1960, where UN civilian assistance and famine relief also helped
to meet the administrative and economic breakdown. Ethiopia, Ghana,
Liberia, Senegal, Sudan and Tunisia provided

Troops for the UN Congo force, as well as India, Ireland, Malaya and
Sweden. (Guinea, Mali, Morocco and the United Arab Republic sent
contingents, but leater withdrew them, objecting to the way things were
going). African (and Asian) UN members have played major roles in UN
efforts to reconcile the Congo rivals.
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"These are the gardens...............
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The unshorn fields, boundless and beautiful.......
William Cullen Bryant
"The Prairies", 1833

1- THE PLAINS

For almost the first 200 years of American settlement, the only way to
make a new farm was by clearing the forest, a long, hard job. Many of the
trees were giants, so big that a man might chop for two days before he could
fell one. The pioneer farmer also had to build his house and barn, his fences
and often his own furniture and tools. At best, he could hope to clear only
about one hectare each yar. Because the stumps of the trees would resist
burning or loosening. The farmer plowed and planted corn around and
between them. Hidden roots often broke his horse's harness or even the plow
itself. But, after years of such effort — with a little more land cleared each
season — a good-sized farm finally emerged among the tall trees. When new
settlers arrived in great numbers, this cleared land became very valuable.
The first frontier farmers, those with true Pioneer zeal, would then sell the
farm, buy better cattle and equipment, and move on again westward. In this
way, the farmer's labor created capital for an expanding agriculture.

By the early 19" century, frontier farmers finally reached the edge of
the great eastern forest. They had arrived at the eastern pocket of the priairie,
in what is now the State of Illinois. Many of those who recorded their
feelings told of their joy in leaving the dark forest and coming out into the
sunny, open grasslands which rose and fell in low, graceful slopes.

The prairie soil was richer than most of the forest land. But the pioneers
did not know this. In their experience and that of their fathers, the only good
soil was soil in which trees grew. So they settled in the forest at the edge of
the grass.

2 — CONFLICT ABROAD,
SOCIAL CHANGE AT HOME

'We must be the great arsenal

Of democracy".

Franklin d. Roosevelt

Message to Congress, January 6, 1941

To the American public of 1914, the outbreak of war in Europe came as
a shock. At first the conflict seemed remote, but its economic and political
effects were soon felt. By 195 American industry, which had been mildly
depressed, was prospering again with munitions orders from the western
Allies. Both sides were using propaganda to arouse public passions in
America, and both Britain and Germany were committing acts against
American shipping on the high seas that brought sharp protests from the
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Wilson Administration . But disputes between American and Germany
moved more and more to the foreground.

In February 1915, German military leaders announced that they would
destroy all merchantmen in the waters around the British Isles. President
Wilson warned that the United States would not forsake its traditional right
to trade on the high seas and declared that the nation would hold Germany to
"strict accountability” for the loss of American vessels or lives. Soon
afterward, in the spring of 1915, when the British liner Lusitanian was sunk
with nearly 1,200 people aboard, 128 of them Americans, indignation
reached fever pith.

Wartime stresses made for inconsistencies in President Wilson's
Policies. Although no American President has ever been more dedicated to
peace, Wilson, observing German ruthlessness, particularly in submarine
warfare, was convinced that a German victory would bring the dominance of
militarism in Europe and endanger American security.
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