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Upon reflection it seems that *he nature of the land has a real influence on
behavior. It appears that in society, as in the wild, a country where the means of
subsistence are somewhat hard to come by will have more active and industri-
ous inhabitants than a country where nature is lavish with her gifts-there the
people will be inactive and sluggish...... This would suggest the principle that
people have a tendency to indolence not insofar as they live in warm countries

(1) Hichem, p.24. (2) Ibid, p27.
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but we must acknowledge that there are more inclusive and significant factors
here than the nature of the land, namely those social institutions called gov-
emment and religion. These are what actually determine the activity or inertia of

individuals and nations; and, depending upon whether they broaden or narrow
the range of human needs (whether natural or redundant), extend or contract

the scope of man's activities.
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