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A past generation of arabists, on the bases of this tradition (The opening of
the prophets breast referred to in the Quran) and accounts of the symptoms of
physical distress which sometimes accompanied his utterances, advanced the
theory that Muhammad was an epileptic. The Charge had been made by a
Byzantine writer long before, such a hypothesis seems gratuitous, and can
safely be ascribed to anti-Muhammadan prejudice. Study of the psychological
phenomena of religious experience makes it extremely improbable. Prophets
are not normal people but that doesn't authorize the assertion that their abn-
ormal behavior is due to a morbid condition. Moreover, Muhammad was a man
who's common sense never failed him. Those who deny his mental and psychic
stability do so only by ignoring the overwhelming of his shrewd appraisal of oth-
ers and of the significance of what was going on in the world of his time, and his
persistence in the face of consistent opposition until he united his people in the
religion of Islam. Had he ever collapsed in the strain of battle or controversy, or
fainted away when strong action was called for, a case might be made out. But
all the evidence we have points in the opposite direction, and the suggestion of
epilepsy is as ground less in the eyes of the present-writer as it is offensive to all
Muslims. It may be
added that most modern writers, as opposed to those of the last generation,
are of this opinion. To base such a theory on a legend witch on the face of it has
no historical foundation is a sin against historical criticism. (")
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(1) Alfred Guillaume, Isiam, (Great Britain, Pelican books. 1976) pp.25f.
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Und so tragter seine Bruder,
Seine Schatze, seine kinder
Dem erwartenden Erzeuger
Freudebrausend an das Herz.

(And thus he carries his brothers, his treasures, his children, all tumuttuous with
joy, to their waiting Parent's bosom. [ Trans., Dr David luke ] )
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The American University in Cairo has dropped from its curricula a book entiti-
ed Mohammed, written by Maxime Rodinson, because of charges that it makes
false allegations against the prophet of Islam. Copies of an English-language
summary that were distributed to students have also been withdrawn following a
decision taken by Higher Education Minister Moufid Shehab. Shehab ordered
the book thrown out after columnist Salah Montasser published an article in
Al-Ahram on 13 May demanding that the book be banned. "We cannot remain
with folded arms when a university in Egypt, even if it is a foreign university,
teaches Muslim students a book that insults their creed and Holy Book. This is
neither acceptable nor justifiable." Montasser wrote that "freedom of education
does not mean that thousands of books are ignored in favour of a book that ins-
ults Islam.” Montasser reproduced excerpts from the book to show that it does
injustice to the religion. The mufti of the republic also published an article in the
Arabic-language press, providing documentation refuting Rodinson's allegati-
ons. Moreover, Sheikh Mohamed Sayed Tantawi, grand imam of Al-Azhar, su-
ggested that a law be enacted to empower Al-Azhar, the world's leading Islamic
institution, to examine all books dealing with Islam before they are circulated in
Egypt. "It is imperative to promulgate this law in order to uphold Islam and its te-
nets," said Tantawi. Shehab told Al-Ahram Weekly that as soon as he read
Montasser's column, he decided that the book should not be taught or circulated
at AUC and ordered that copies be withdrawn from students. “Not only did AUC
respond positively,” Shehab said, "but its president, Frank Vandiver, paid me a
visit to convey the university's apologies for an unintentional, individual error as

well as

assurances that AUC would never harbour the intention of directing insults at
Islam."
A statement issued by AUC said: "With reference to Mr Salah Montasser's daily
column on Wednesday, 13 May in Al-Ahram newspaper, the American Univers-
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ity in Cairo has responded to official requests and acted to remove the book
Mohammed by the French author Maxime Rodinson. The volume has been
available in Egypt since its publication in the early 1970's.® Shehab said that his
decision was based on the fact that “it is the constitutional duty of the Ministry of
Higher Education to supervise university education,” be

it public or private. Shehab explained that all universities have the right to
choose the curricula that are taught to students and the professors who teach
them. And, he added, “it is up to the professor and his conscience to choose the
books that he will use in teaching his course. It is very difficult to interfere with
the thinking of professors®.

On the other hand, Shehab said that if students are displeased with what
they are being taught, then they have the right to complain to the university's
management. "But this rarely happens," he added. Shehab said the AUC pr-
ofessor "obviously had no bad intentions. He certainly was not trying to force the
students to embrace the ideas that are contained in the book.” Shehab conced-
ed that the book has been in circulation in Egypt for the past 15 years and taug-
ht at AUC for about seven years. "As far as the ministry is concerned, the whole
matter is closed," he said. AUC sources said the university’s library had four
copies of the book, which have been withdrawn from circulation. It was on the
reading list of a political-science course in the early 1970's and a history course
in the early 1990's, the same course the book was being studied on in this
semester. A source close to the professor said he invited his students to submit
critical reviews of the book's content. *Students were required to criticise the
book from whatever perspective they wished. The professor certainly did not
praise the book and did not express a personal opinion. He even suggested oth-
er titles written by Muslim scholars so that the students might be exposed to
ideas other than those the book advocates,” the source said. According to the
same AUC source, the professor has great respect for Islam and would defend
it, whenever necessary. The source added that the professor had been involved,
in his home country, in many battles defending Islam and Muslims against
racism and media vilification of Islam. The professor has the support of many of
his students. One of them, a Saudi Arabian, told the Weekly that the professor,
while assigning the book to students, said that “it is not an Islamic book and may
prove to be provocative and offending, so it will be easy for you to criticise. He
provided us with the titles of Islamic references, so that we could build up a
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good argument against the book.* The professor told the students that *he did
not care if they tore

Rodinson apart as long as they put forward a good argument,” the Saudi
student said. Another source, however, said that the problem began when a
student complained about the book to a friend, who Is an alumnus. The friend,
along with 46 other alumni, wrote a petition to the dean of the school of human-
iies and social sciences, requesting that “corrective action® be taken. A copy of
the petition was sent to Montasser.

Al-Ahram Weekly lssue No. 378 (1968)
Date: 21-27May 1999
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