. Chapter Four

SOURCES OF KNOWLEDGE IN ISLAM

There are two man sources of knowledge in Islam:
1- The Qur'an
2- The Sunnah of prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Both sources of knowledge are divinely inspired. The Qur'an is the
literal word of God, inspired to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) through
the Angel Jibreel (Gabriel) the angel of revelation. The Sunnah is the
tradition of prophet Muhammad (PBUH) or what God told him to say
or relate to us.

Other sources of knowledge include :

lima’a or what the scholars have agreed upon collectively. The
collective opinion of earlier scholars like the companions of
prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is considered very valuable
because they witnessed Qur’anic revelation, were close to the
prophet and asked him if they had any doubt about the
meaning of a Quranic verse or saying of the prophet, and
knew the Arabic language. Also the agreed upon opinion of
the scholars in a basic concept is relied upon. If there is a
valid difference of opinion, then there is room for
interpretation.
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litihad or conclusions reached by religious scholars through
research, study and reflection. This is based on proper
interpretation of the two main sources of Islam, namely the
Qur'an and Sunnah. There are criteria for a scholar to be
qualified and able to do ljtihad, namely proper knowledge and
understanding of the Qur'an and Sunnah and the sciences
thereof; and command of the Arabic language, and a good
mind and experience and the ability to reflect, deduce and
reach conclusions.

Qias : Is arriving at new ruling using comparison and
deduction based on guidelines in the Qur'an and Sunnah.

Therefore, we can see that the Jurists arrived at their opinions and
conclusions based on study of and interpretation of the Quran and
Sunnah. They differed with one another in peripheral issues because
they understood the Quran and Haddeth in a different way.
However, they respected each other's opinion and each scholar
stated that my opinion could be wrong, and | am basing it on what |

know.

The Qur’an

We will discuss the following concepts:
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The gradual revelation of the Qur’an

The Qur'an is the words of God and not the writings of
Muhammad

The Qur'an gives guidelines but does not restrict us with too
many details, because the needs of each society is different
How did the Qur'an describe itself

The Qur'an was revealed in Arabic because Muhammad was
an Arab

The Quran was preserved and safeguarded in contrast to
previous Divine revelation

Our obligations towards the Qur'an

The reward for reading the Qur'an

Qur'anic stories



Gradual revelation of the Qur’an

The Qur'an was revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) gradually
over 23 years. The Quran came down to guide, answer questions
and solve problems, and to chart a course for the Muslims and to
provide a vision and purpose for life.

Those who reject faith argue and say: why was not the Qur'an
revealed ali at once? The Quran answers:
¢ In order to strengthen the heart of the prophet and reassure
him that God is supporting him at all times
e |t would have been impossible for the prophet and his
companions to memorize, understand or apply the Qur'an if it
came down all at once
e The Muslims faced many problems, and the Qur'an came to
give solutions to these problems, answer questions and give
direction. These problems varied depending on where
Muslims lived and the structure of their community. More
legislation was needed and could have been applied only
when Muslims were able to establish a Muslim state in
Madina.
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Those who reject Faith say: "Why is not the Qur-an revealed to him
all at once? Thus (is it revealed), that We may strengthen thy heart
thereby, and We have rehearsed it to thee in slow, well-arranged
stages, gradually.

Al-Furgan 25 : 32
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And no question do they bring to thee but We reveal to thee the truth
and the best explanation (thereof).
Al-Furqan 25 : 33
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The Qur'an is the word of God and not the writings of
Muhammad

Those who doubt the authenticity of the Qur'an as a divine revelation
say it is the writings of Muhammad or he heard it from other sources.
TheSur’an mentions their claim and accusation, then refutes it:
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But the Misbelievers say: "Naught is this but a lie which he has
forged, and others have helped him at it. "In truth it is they who have
put forward an iniquity and a falsehood.

Al-Furqan 25 : 4

&1 Sy 8,420 e JO s sl TN el 565 5
And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he has caused to be

written: And they are dictated before him morning and evening.”
Al-Furgan 25 : 5
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Say: "The (Qur-an) was sent down by Him Who knows the Mystery
(that is) in the heavens and the earth: verily He is Oft-Forgiving, Most

Merciful.”
Al-Furgan 25 : 6
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We know indeed that they say, "It is a man that teaches him." The
tongue of him they wickedly point to is notably foreign, while this is
Arabic, pure and clear.

An-Nahl 16 : 103

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was illiterate: he could not read or write:
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And thou were not (able) to recite a Book before this (Book came),
nor art thou (able) to transcribe it with thy right hands: in that case,
indeed, would the talkers of vanities have doubted.

Al-Ankabut 29 : 48
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Nay, here are Signs self-evident in the hearts of those endowed with

knowledge: and none but the unjust reject Our Signs.
Al-Ankabut 29 : 49

The Qur'an asks those who doubt to read the Qur'an to find out if it
could have been produced by a human being or is it indeed a miracle
that only God could have done? In other words, the Qur'an itself has
the proof of its authenticity, since it has no contradiction and its
verses complete and complement each other:
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Do they not consider the Qur-an (with care)? Had it been from other

than Allah, they would surely have found therein much discrepancy.
An-Nesa’'a 4 : 82

The Qur'an also defies anyone to bring a Book like the Quran. The
Arabs at the time of Qur'anic revelation were masters of poetry, yet
despite their eloquence were unable to compose a book or a chapter
like the Qur'an:
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This Qur-an is not such as can be produced by other than Allah; on
the contrary it is a confirmation of (revelations) that went before it,
and a fuller explanation of the Book - wherein there is no doubt - from
the Lord of the Worlds.

Yunus 10 : 37
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Or do they say, "He forged it?" Say: "Bring then a Sura like unto it,
and call (to your aid) anyone you can besides Allah, if it be ye speak
the truth!"

Yunus 10 : 38
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And if ye are in doubt as to what We have revealed from time to time
to Our servant, then produce a Sura like thereunto; and call your
witnesses or helpers (if there are any) besides Allah, if your (doubts)

are true.
Al-Baqara 2 : 23

2 7 ) g
-

w3ysy I ET ut)quJ)l)lwauw»
But if ye cannot - and of a surety ye cannot - then fear the Fire
whose fuel is men and stones which is prepared for those who reject

Faith.
Al-Baqara 2 : 24
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Say: "If the whole of mankind and Jinns were to gather together to

produce the like of this Qur-an they could not produce the like

thereof, even if they backed up each other with help and support.
Al-Isra’a 17 : 88
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This challenge exists today, but no one at any time has been able to
produce a book like the Qur'an or one of its chapters, because it is
Divine in origin and no human being has the ability to create such a
book

To summarize the evidence that the Qur'an is the word of God and
not the sayings or writings of Muhammad:

e The evidence for the authenticity of the Qur'an is in the Qur'an
itself, since it addresses our hearts and minds in a logical way
and has a commanding effect

e There is no contradiction in the Qur'an: its verses complete
and complement one another

e Muhammad was illiterate: he could not read or write: how can
he produce such a magnificent work?

e No human being can produce the like of this Qur'an

Composition of the Qur’an

The Quran is made up of 114 Suras (chapters). Some are quite
short, consisting of only few verses, while others are quite long,
more than 200 verses. Each Sura is a separate entity. A topic
may be discussed in many Suras from different aspects.

The Qur'an revealed in Macca deals with principles of faith and
urges patience. The Quran revealed in Madina discusses, in
addition, laws that govern the Muslim community and its
relationship with others.

The Qur'an has parables and stories. The goal is to learn morals
and lessons, not the details of the story or its historical context.

The Qur’an gives guidelines and principles but does not restrict
us with details because the needs of each society is different

If the Quran came down with specific and exhaustive details
about every matter it would have restricted our ability as human
beings to apply its orders under different situations. Each society has
different needs and unique circumstances. The Qur'an can be
applied in the Middle East as it can be applied in America cr Europe
because its principles are valid for all times. For example the Qur'an
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stresses the concept of Justice, equality and righteousness but does
not specify any certain form of government because each society is
different and one form of government may not apply to all locale.

Similarly, the Qur'an gives the guidelines of honesty and not
cheating others in financial transactions, and emphasizes our
obligation in helping the poor and needy and not using our power to
enslave or oppress others. It does not tell us how to conduct
business or interfere in financial transactions. These Quranic
guidelines can be applied in any society, though the form of financial
transaction will vary from one society to another

How did the Qur’an describe itself ?

The Qur'an mentions various functions :

It is sent down by the Lord of the worlds

It is a book to study and reflect upon its verses
It is a guidance

It is a mercy

It is a cure for the ills of the heart

The Qur'an came from God
& 159 25T 501 AT 60 T s 3

The revelation of this Book is from Allah, the Exalted in Power, Full
of Wisdom.
Az-Zumar 39 : 1
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(This is) the revelation of the Book in which there is no doubt, from
the Lord of the Worlds.
As- Sajda 32 2
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Or do they say, "He has forged it?" Nay, it is the Truth from thy Lord,
that thou mayest admonish a people to whom no Warner has come
before thee: in order that they may receive guidance.

As-Sajda32:3

Consider, reflect and study the Qur'an
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(Here is) a Book which We have sent down unto thee, full of
blessings, that they may meditate on its Signs, and that men of
understanding may receive admonition.

SA'D 38 : 29

The Qur’an is full of guidance
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Had We sent this as a Qur-an (in a language) other than Arabic,
they would have said: "Why are not its verses explained in detail?
What! (a Book) not in Arabic? And (a Messenger) an Arab?" Say: "It
is a guide and a healing to those who believe; and for those who
believe not, there is a deafness in their ears, and it is blindness in
their (eyes): they are (as it were) being called from a place far
distant!"
Fusselat 41 : 44

The Qur’an is mercy from God
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O mankind! there hath come to you a direction from your Lord and a
healing for the (diseases) in your hearts, and for those who believe, a
Guidance and a Mercy.

Yunus 10 : 57

The Qur’an is a cure for the ills of the heart
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We send down (stage by stage) in the Qur-an that which is a healing
and a mercy to those who believe: to the unjust it causes nothing but
loss after loss.

Al-lsra'a 17 : 82

The Qur’an was revealed in Arabic because prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was an Arab
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Verily this is a Revelation from the Lord of the worlds:
Ash-Shura’'a 26 : 192
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With it came down the Spirit of Faith and Truth,
Ash-Shura’a 26 : 193
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To thy heart and mind, that thou mayest admonish
Ash-Shura'a 26 : 194

19

PR .
Ot (o8 olel b

A\ C

In the perspicuous Arabic tongue.
Ash-Shura’'a 26 : 195
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A revelation from (Allah), Most Gracious, Most Merciful;
Fusselat 41 : 2
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A Book, whereof the verses are explained in detail;, a Qur-an in
Arabic, for people who understand;
Fusselat 41 : 3
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We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur-an, in order that ye may
learn wisdom.
Yusuf 12 : 2

Since Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was an Arab, the Qur'an came in
Arabic so his people would understand it. Each messenger was sent
in the tongue of hIS own people:
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We sent not a Messenger except (to teach) in the language of his
(own) people, in order to make (things) clear to them. Now Allah
leaves straying those whom He pleases and guides whom He
pleases: and He is Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom.

Ibrahim 14 : 4

The Qur'an was safeguarded from alteration, and corrects
mistakes humans introduced into divine revelation

God promised to safeguard the Quran. The Quran that we read
today in its Arabic form is the same original Quran revealed to
prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It has not changed despite 1430 years
since it was inspired.
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We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and We will

assuredly guard it (from corruption).
Al-Hijr15: 9

Previous divine revelation was entrusted to the scholars and religious
authorities but they did not safeguard God’s revelation. With time the
Torah changed :
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It was We who revealed the Law (to Moses): therein was guidance
and light. By its standard have been judged the Jews, by the
Prophets who bowed (as in Islam) to Allah's Will, by the Rabbis and
the Doctors of Law: for to them was entrusted the protection of
Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto: therefore fear not
men, but fear Me, and sell not My Signs for a miserable price. If any
do fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no
better than) Unbelievers.
Al-Maeda 5 : 44
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Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands, and
then say: "This is from Allah," to traffic with it for a miserable price!
Woe to them for what their hands do write, and for the gain they

make thereby.
Al-Bagara2: 79

Since the Qur'an remained pure and unaltered in contrast to previous
divine revelation, and because the Qur'an is God’s words, in contrast
to other books which were written by human beings like the Bible,
Muslims are instructed to let the Quran judge the authenticity of
other bcoks. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

(Do not believe the people of the Book, nor disbelieve them)

This means we cannot confirm the truth of what they say, nor can we
deny it, because there is certainly an element of truth in the writings
of the Rabbis and scholars. What agrees with the Quran we as
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Muslims accept, and what runs contrary to the Qur'an we reject, and
what the Qur'an is silent in, we stop, neither denying it nor confirming
it. The Qur'an states :
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To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the Scripture that
came before it, and guarding it in safety: so judge between them by
what Allah hath revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging
from the Truth that hath come to thee. To each among you have We
prescribed a Law and an Open Way. If Allah had so willed, He would
have made you a single People, but (His plan is) to test you in what
He hath given you; so strive as in a race in all virtues. The goal of
you all is to Allah; it is He that will show you the truth of the matters in
which ye dispute;
Al-Maeda 5 : 48

Our obligations towards the Qur’an

To read it properly with concentration and devotion

o To understand its guidelines and principles

e To apply its orders and directives in our life and to establish in
our character what the Qur'an espouses of noble character

e To teach the Quran and spread its useful message
To defend the Qur'an against false accusations

The Quran warns us against neglecting the Qur'an and denying
ourselves its benefit. Such neglect may involve not reading it or
applying its guidelines in our life, or reading it with no concentration
or in a hurry.
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Then the Messenger will say: "O my Lord! truly my people took this
Qur-an for just foolish nonsense.”
Al-Furgan 25 : 30

The rewards of reading the Qur'an

e When we read the Qur'an we are guided to the straight path
that God has chosen for us. He created us and He knows
what is good for us:
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And thus have We, by Our command, sent inspiration to thee: thou
knewest not (before) what was Revelation, and what was Faith: but
We have made the (Qur-an) a Light, wherewith We guide such of Our
servants as We will; and verily thou dost guide (men) to the Straight
Way;

AshShura’ 42 : 52
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The Way of Allah, to Whom belongs whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on earth. Behold (how) all affairs tend towards Allah!
Ash_shura’ 42 : 53

The Quran stresses that it guides to what is good and it
explains our role and mission in life:
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Verily this Qur-an doth guide to that which is most right (or stable),
and gives the glad tidings to the Believers who work deeds of
righteousness, that they shail have a magnificent reward;

Al-lsraa 17 :9

o For every letter that we recite of the Qur'an we are rewarded
one good deed. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
() do not say ALM is one letter but A is a letter, L is a letter and
M is a letter) Bokhari.

We obviously need all the good deeds that we can get. As
human beings we make many mistakes, and these good
deeds atone for our bad deeds.

¢ The Qur'an intercedes on our behalf on the Day of Judgment if
we read it, applied its message in our life and taught it to
others. In contrast, if we knew the Quran but behaved
contrary to its teachings then the Quran will bear witness
against us during our accountability

e Those who memorize the Quran are with the Angels. Our
status in heaven depends on our knowledge of the Quran.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us that the person will be
asked to recite what he knew of the Qur'an, and that he will
ascend as he recites. His place in heaven will be the last part
that he recites of the Qur'an.

e The Quran fills our heart with peace and contentment
because we remember God and we understand that He is with
us with His grace and mercy:
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“Those who believe, and whose hearts find satisfaction in the
remembrance of Allah: for without doubt in the remembrance of Allah
do hearts find satisfaction.
Ar-Ra'd 13 : 28

Qur’anic stories

The Qur'an relates to us many stories like what happened to
previous prophets and their struggle. It gives general outline but no
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specific details like how many years they lived or the exact names of
the people they encountered. The purpose of the story in the Quran
is to learn lessons and morals, not just to be entertained. We identify
with the characters in the story and they become alive and we learn
from their example and their triumph as well as from their mistakes
and setbacks. For example the Qur'an talks about Prophet Abraham
and how he struggled with his people and his father and how he
invited them to serve God and leave the idols that they worshipped.
The lesson and the moral is how we invite others to God, and how
we explain to them the fallacy of serving power, money and their vain
desires and not serving God who gave us life and who provides for
us. Therefore, it is not important to mention the details of the names
of those whom Abraham came in contact with. Rather, it is more
important to describe their way of thinking and why and how they
resisted the call to change what they have accepted as tradition. The
Qur'an asks us to reflect on these stories and learn from them:
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There is, in their stories, instruction for men endued with
understanding. It is not a tale invented, but a confirmation of what
went before it, a detailed exposition of all things, and a Guide and a

Mercy to any such as believe.
Yusuf 12 : 111

Prophet Abraham (PBUH) asked God to show him how He gives life

to the dead. God did not get angry and showed him His power and
ability:

174



Behold! Abraham said: "My Lord' Show me how Thou give life to the

dead." He said: "Dost thou not then believe?" He said: "Yea! but to satisfy

my own understanding.” He said: "Take four birds; tame them to tum to

thee; put a portion of them on every hill, and call to them; they will come to

thee, (flying) with speed. Then know that Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise."
Al-Baqara 2 : 260

We learn from this Qur’anic story several lessons:

e There is nothing wrong in asking questions, even in matters of faith,
if our goal is to learn and increase our understanding and faith

e We see God’s powers and miracles, but we may not know the how
of His power. God showed Abraham that indced He is capable of
giving life to the dead birds, but He did not show him how. W¢ learn
that our knowledge in some areas is indeed limited, and we learn to
be humble

In the story of Joseph and Jacob (Israel), chapter 12 in the Qur’an, we learn
several important morals:
» We should be just and not favor some of our children over others to
avoid jealousy.
e When we are in a position of power or authority it is better to forgive
than seek personal revenge
e We should be grateful To God for His blessings and we should tum
to Him with humility and not become arrogant
e We learn organization and proper planning as Joseph devised a plan
to save Egypt from famine

Surat Maruim (Chapter Mary or chapter 19) in the Qur’an relates to us the
story of the virgin Mary and how she conceived Jesus (PBUH) through the
command of God:
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She placed a screen (to screen herself) from them; then We sent to her Our
angel, and he appeared before her as a man in all respects.

Marium 19 : 17

. ’f_: - 2 - 2 < ‘. 28 . s -
TR TFCIE S PO PRy N [P g PO

25

{ ~1

3

175



She said: "l seek refuge from thee to (Allah) Most Gracious: (come not
near) if thou dost fear Allah."
Marium 19 : 18
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He said: "Nay, I am only a Messenger from thy Lord, (to announce) to thee
the gift of a holy son."
Marium 19 : 19
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She said: "How shall I have a son, seeing that no man has touched me, and |
am not unchaste?"
Marium 19 : 20
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He said: "So (it will be): thy Lord saith, 'That is easy for Me: and (We
wish) to appoint him as a Sign unto men and a Mercy from Us": it is matter
(so) decreed."

Marium 19 : 21
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So she conceived him, and she retired with him to a remote place.
Marium 19 : 22
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And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm tree: she cried
(in her anguish) "Ah! would that 1 had died before this! would that [ had
been a thing forgotten and out of sight!"

Marium 19 : 23
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But (a voice) cried to her from beneath the (palm-tree): "Grieve not! for thy
Lord hath provided a rivulet beneath thee;
Marium 19 : 24
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"And shake towards thyself the trunk of the palm-tree; it will let fall fresh

ripe dates upon thee.
Marium 19 : 25

We learn from this Qur’anic story several important lessons:

e Mary was a chaste woman. She was frightened and surprised to see
the Lord’s Angel and sought God’s protection

e She wondered how she can conceive without interaction with a
human.

e We see God’s power and will in granting her a son in a very unusual
way

e We see the humanity of Mary as she cried in anguish and pain
during labor

e We witness God’s mercy and how He provides for her, yet she is
asked to shake the tree to get the dates: so we have to work to get
results

Qur’anic parable

In chapter 13 we are told about the scum and froth that disappears, and the
water that gives life to the dead earth and by comparison the falsehood that
vanishes compared to the truth that is useful, which God allows to stay and
benefit mankind:
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He sends down water from the skies, and the channeis flow, each according
to its measure: but the torrent bears away the foam that mounts up to the
surface. Even so. from that (ore) which they heat in the fire, to make
ornaments or utensils therewith, there 1s a scum likewise. Thus doth Allah
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(by parables) show forth Truth and Vanity. For the scum disappears like
froth cast out; while that which is for the good of mankind remains on the
earth. Thus doth Allah set forth parables.

Ar-Ra’d 13 : 17

How was the Qur’an preserved ?

The Qur'an was inspired to prophet Muhammad (PBUH) over a
period of 23 years, and this divine revelation came interrupted and
gradual. It was written on what was available at the time of bones,
cloth or other material. Paper as we know it today was not available
at that time. The Qur'an was also memorized by the prophet and by a
select group of his companions. Every verse or verses revealed of
the Qur'an was both memorized and written. There were a group of
scribes that wrote these Qur'anic verses. Just before the prophet's
death at age 63, all the Quran was memorized and written. The
Angel Jebreel (Gabriel) used to teach the Quran to Prophet
Muhammad , and the prophet would recite the Qur'an to him every
Ramadan. In the last year of the prophet's life the Angel came twice
to hear and make certain that the Qur'an was complete.

When the prophet (PBUH) died, the whole Qur'an was kept safe,
written and memorized. During the reign of Abou Bakr 70 Muslims
who memorized the Qur'an were killed in one battle, and Abou Bakr
gave the order to collect and record the Qur'an from its sources and
to compile it in one place. Many of the verses were written and kept
by some of the prophet’'s companions. The task was taken seriously
and every verse was verified and authenticated. Then this Qur'an
was kept with Hasfa the prophet’s wife.

During the reign of Othman, the third righteous Caliph many non-
Muslims accepted Islam. Because their native language was not
Arabic, the way they recited the Qur'an was somewhat different from
others. It was feared that with time this difference in recitation may
increase or become a problem. Therefore, Othman ordered that the
Qur'an be compiled and collected and written in one version only and
this is the Qur'an that we have today.

The people responsible for writing the Qur'an were extra carefui not
to accept any verse that was not thoroughly authenticated by being
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present in writing in other manuscripts as well as being memorized in
the hearts of those whose job was to memorize the Quran.
Therefore, we can feel assured that the Qur'an that we have today is
the exact Qur'an that was revealed to prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

The original Qur'an that was written did not have vowels or markings
because the Arabs at that time knew their grammar and did not make
mistakes in recitation. Markings and vowels were introduced later to
make sure that everyone can properly recite the Qur'an correctly and
not make mistakes in grammar.

The Sunnah
(Tradition of Prophet Muhammad PBUH)

The following concepts will be discussed:
1- What is meant by the Sunnah
2- How was the Sunnah preseirved
3- Books of Hadeeth
4- The function or role of the Sunnah
5- Do we follow everything that prophet Muhammad says?
6- Do we follow the literal words or the meaning and spirit of the
Hadeeth?

The meaning of the Sunnah

Scholars understand the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to
mean the following:

1- The sayings of the Prophet (PBUH)

2- What he did of actions

3- What he approved and what he did not object to

The Hadeeth literally means what the prophet (PBUH) said.
Therefore, the Sunnah is more wider in its meaning and implication
than the Hadeeth because it also includes the Prophet's actions and
what he approved of the sayings or actions of his companions and
what he did not object to.

How was the Sunnah preserved?

The Sunnah was preserved in two ways:
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Orally by memorization
And by writing the sayings of the prophet (PBUH)

Both of these two methods were used early on, though the
memorization was the predominant method. What helped preserve
the Sunnah was the following:

1-

2-

3-

The Prophet (PBUH) was clear and used short sentences and
did not talk fast. He also repeated his saying to make sure
those listening to him would be able to memorize his words.
The Arabs at that time were gifted with a good memory. They
could listen to a long poem and repeat it word for word

The prophet's companions understood the vital role the
prophet's words implied and its significance. They were
honest and sincere and delivered his words as they heard
them from him. The Prophet (PBUH) said:

(May Allah make the face of a person beam with delight, the
person who hears what | say, memorize it and delivers it accurately
as | said, for sometimes a person carrying knowledge may not be a
scholar himself, and he may relate my sayings to someone else who
has more knowledge)

Termedhi & Ahmad.

4-
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Some of the Prophet's companions used to study the
Hadeeth. For example Abou Horaira said: (I divided the night
into three parts: one part to sleep; a second part to pray, and
the third part to study the Hadeeth of the Prophet)

Allah willed that the sayings of His prophet (PBUH) be
preserved, and allowed the efforts of the Muslims to succeed.
For example the prophet (PBUH) prayed to Allah to help Abou
Horaira remember the Hadeeth and God responded to the
prayer of His messenger. After this Du'a (prayer to God) Abou
Horaira never forgot a word.

Muslim scholars were very careful in not accepting except
what was thoroughly authenticated by scientific method to be
a true and accurate saying of the prophet. We will discuss this
point when we discuss Books of Hadeeth.



Books of Hadeeth

There are several books written about the sayings of prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). Some books enumerate what the prophet said,
while others comment on his words and authenticate its sources.

Among the most important books of Hadeeth are the follcwing:
1- Bokhari
2- Muslim
3- Malik
4- Termedhi
5- Abou Dawood
6- Ahmad
7- Nesa'ee
8- Ibn Majja
9- Hakim
10-1bn Hibban
11-Tabarani
12-Baihaqi
13-Daremi

Books of Hadeeth are also divided into:
1- Saheeh : highly reliable and authenticated
2- Hasan : good and reasonably well-authenticated
3- Others which may contain sayings that have some weakness

Criteria to judge the authenticity of a Hadeeth
1- The person narrating the Hadeeth
2- The series of men relating the Hadeeth
3- The words of the Hadeeth
4- |s there any possible weakness or doubt because it has
something wrong

The narrator of the Hadeeth

1-The character of the person was investigated: was he honest and
righteous. Could he have lied? In other words both the character
and integrity were scrutinized.

2- His ability to memorize, and did his memory fail him later on?
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3- Where did he live? Who were his teachers? Did he actually hear
the Hadeeth from the person he claimed to have heard the
hadeeth from?

4- |s there any doubt about his narration? Either because his
narration contradicts another Hadeeth, or contradicts a basic
principle of Islam, or there is something hidden that casts doubt on
the Hadeeth, though we cannot put our finger on it?

So we can see that each narrator was subjected to scientific scrutiny
and only those who passed this strict test were accepted in authentic
books of Hadeeth.

The series of men relating the Hadeeth

This indicates who said the Hadeeth and whom he heard it from. This
goes on till it reaches the companion who heard the Hadeeth from
prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Each person in this series of men was
subjected to the same scrutiny as his predecessor. If all the men
relating the Hadeeth were exemplary in their honesty and
memorization, then this series was called “Golden” and deemed
reliable. In Bokhari and Muslim only highly reliable and authentic
narrators of Hadeeth were accepted and included in these two
books.

People used to travel weeks and months to hear one Hadeeth from a
reliable source. Schools of Hadeeth emerged as each master of
Hadeeth had his students as he related to them his knowledge of the
Hadeeth. These scholars spent their lifetime searching for and
authenticating the sayings of the Prophet (PBUH).

Therefore the criteria for judging the Hadeeth to be Saheeh (reliable
and authentic) are:
1- The narrators of the Hadeeth are righteous persons of high
integrity
2- Their memorization is excellent
3- Both tests of memorization and character are present in all
levels of the Hadeeth: all the series of men relating the
Hadeeth
4- There is no doubt about the contents of the Hadeeth
5- There is nothing that casts doubt about the Hadeeth
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6- The Hadeeth was cross referenced to other Hadeeth to
make sure there is no discrepancy

The Role or Function of the Sunnah

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) came to deliver God’'s message, and to
explain it and to apply its principles in his character and behavior.
Therefore the Sunnah is meant to:
1- Explain the Qur'an and give details of how we as Muslims can
apply Qur'anic principles in our life.
2- The Sunnah also explains what we may have not been able to
understand of the Qur'an or gives new meaning
3- The Sunnah can legislate new areas that the Quran was
silent about
4- The Sunnah complements the Qur'an and does not contradict
its basic principles or teachings

Explaining Qur’anic guidelines

The Qur'an orders Muslims to pray and gives outline of when to pray,
like morning and evening. But it is the Sunnah that explains the exact
times of prayer and shows how we should pray. If we foliow the
Qur'anic guidelines alone we would not be able to pray. It is prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) who showed us the method of prayer and said:
(Pray as you see me pray). He also taught us what to say in the
various phases of prayer. He explained what Du’a (prayer to Allah) to
say starting our prayer, what to say during the phase of bowing
down, and during the phase of prostration, and when we say
“Tashahhud” and what to say after we complete our prayers.

During Hajj, prophet Muhammad (PBUH) showed the Muslims how
to perform the various activities during Hajj and said: (Take your rites
after me).

During the month of Ramadan, it is prophet Muhammad (PBUH) who
explained the proper manners and attitude of a fasting person and
gave clear meaning for the rationale and wisdom of fasting and its
great reward.
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In his sayings and in the way he behaved as a human being, he
exemplified how a Muslim and believer should behave and what
noble character he should exhibit.

In interaction with others, and in buying and selling the Prophet
(PBUH) gave clear guidelines for how a Muslim should behave.

We cannot understand the Qur'an and we cannot live as Muslims
without the Sunnah of prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

He also served as an example and a role model to follow. He
inspired and still inspires generations of Muslims with his sayings and
with his character, behavior and example. As Human beings we need
not only a Divine Book, but also a human being to explain it and to
apply it and to serve as an example to follow. That is why God in the
Quran states:
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Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct)
for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages
much in the praise of Allah.

Al-Ahzab 33 :21
And :
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And how would ye deny Faith while unto you are rehearsed the Signs of
Allah, and among you live the Messenger? Whoever holds firmly to Allah
will be shown a Way that is straight.

Al-Imran 3 : 101

The Sunnah explains what may be difficult to understand

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained “Zulm* or wronging one’s soul as
worshipping others besides God. His companions were very distressed
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because they knew that as human beings they had shortcomings and
wronged their own souls.
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Behold, Lugman said to his son by way of instruction: "O my son! Join not
in worship (others) with Allah: for false worship is indeed the highest
wrong-doing."

Lugman 31 : 13

The Prophet (PBUH) explained how to understand some verses of the
Qur’an by referring to other verses in the same subject.

In his capacity as a teacher and a messenger from God, the Prophet was
informing us how to live our lives as God willed and commanded:
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(We sent them) with Clear Signs and Scriptures and We have sent down
unto thee (also) the Message; that thou mayest explain clearly to men what
is sent for them, and that they may give thought.

An-Nahl 16 : 44
The Sunnah has a legislative function

As God’s messenger and prophet, Muhammad (PBUH) was able to set new
legislation. Among these we mention the following:
e The charity given at the end of the month of Ramadan
e Allowing a share of the inheritance for the uncle and aunt and giving
the grandparent a share.
e Explaining the punishment for adultery as stoning, but requiring four
witnesses

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained his role as a legislator:

(It 1s possible that a man listening to one of my sayings, may say: “Between
us and you is the Book of Allah, whatever we find lawful in it we accept,
and whatever unlawful we find in it we avoid and make it unlawful”. Indeed
whatever Allah’s messenger makes unlawful is similar to what Allah has
made unlawful*) Ahmad & Abou Dawood.
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In another version of this Hadeeth, the prophet (PBUH) continues:

(Indeed I was given the Qur’an and another Divine revelation similar to it.
Indeed it is not lawful for you to eat donkeys, nor any vulture, nor is it
lawful to take the possessions of an ally; and if a person comes as a guest it
is the duty of others to take care of him and give him shelter and food)
Ahmad & Abou Dawood

In other words, this Hadeeth tells us that as a prophet from God,
Muhammad (PBUH) can make laws that are not in the Qur’an, because God
inspires to him, not just the Qur’an but other revelation. This concept that as
a prophet he does not speak of his own accord but is divinely inspired and
relates to us God’s commands i1s mentioned in the Qur’an:
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Nor does he say (aught) of (his own) Desire.

An-Najm 53 : 3
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It is no less than inspiration sent down to him:
An-Najm 53 : 4

The Sunnah does not contradict the Qur’an

One of the criteria to judge whether the Hadeeth is authentic or not is the
issue whether it confirms the guidelines and principles in the Qur’an or does
it run contrary to Qur’anic teachings. No Hadeeth can be accepted if it
contradicts the Qur’an. If there is an apparent contradiction and the Hadeeth
is authentic, then there has to be a proper explanation: either we did not
understand the meaning of the Qur’anic verse, or we misunderstood the
meaning and spirit of the Hadeeth. Otherwise, this Hadeeth contradictory to
the Qur’an is rejected as false.

False Hadeeth

The scholars of Hadeeth pointed out in many books examples of Hadeeth
wrongly attributed to prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and explained why these
sayings were a fabrication and must be rejected. The reasons for such false
Hadeeth are several and include:
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e The desire to dignify or pay homage to certain rulers by attributing
to them qualities and stating that the prophet (PBUH) praised them.
This occurred at the time of the rulers of Bani Umayya and also Bani
Al-Abbas

e Someone wanting to gain fame would fabricate a Hadeeth and name
the series of men relating the Hadeeth, especially in areas of noble
character

e Some of the enemies of Islam had the goal and desire to cause
confusion among Muslims and distort the Sunnah by attributing false
Hadeeth to the prophet.

e Some of the tales about creation and stories of the prophets found its
way in the Sunnah coming from Jews or Christians who turned to
Islam, but held to their heritage and traditions

Therefore, it is our duty before we attnbute any saying to Prophet

Muhammad (PBUH) to know whether this Hadeeth is authentic or not.

Clarifying the Sunnah and defending it is an important task and a

responsibility. If this duty is not honored, many Muslims can become

misguided.

Do we follow everything that the prophet said?

We must distinguish between Muhammad as a man living in a certain
environment and Muhammad as a prophet and messenger of God. This
distinction is easy at times, much more difficult at other times. Muhammad
(PBUH) served both functions: a human being who had a noble character
and righteous behavior, as well as a messenger and prophet from God.

As God’s messenger, delivering God’s orders, Muslims have no option but
to obey:
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The answer of the Believers, when summoned to Allah and His Messenger,
in order that he may judge between them, is no other than this: they say,

"We hear and we obey": it is such as these that will attain felicity.
An-Nur 24 : 51
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To obey the prophet is a criterion of belief:
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But no, by thy Lord, they can have no (real) Faith, until they make thee
judge in all disputes between them, and find in their souls no resistance

against thy decisions, but accept them with the fullest conviction.
An-Nesa’a 4 : 65

But it is not crucial or necessary to obey Muhammad (PBUH) as a
man, or to like the food that he likes, or to dress in the way that he dressed.
The companions of the prophet (PBUH) did not follow him blindly at all
times. They questioned his decision when they felt it was not appropriate.
For example in the battle of Badr, when the prophet gave the order to
encamp away from the water, one of his companions: Al-Hubab Bin Al-
Mundhir asked: Is this an order from God, or is it your opinion ? When he
was told it was not a Divine order, he suggested encamping close to the
water to have the advantage of drinking and denying their enemy this
advantage. The Prophet (PBUH) accepted his counsel.

This shows the human nature of Muhammad and that his judgment as a man
may not be always correct. As a prophet God always corrected any
misjudgment, and the Qur’an has examples of this. When the prophet
(PBUH) frowned on the blind man who came seeking guidance, while the
prophet was talking to the leaders of Qoraish, the Qur’an came down:
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(The Prophet) frowned and turned away,
Abasa 80 : 1

Because there came to him the blind man (interrupting).
Abasa 80 : 2
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But what could tell thee but that perchance he might grow (in spiritual

understanding)?
Abasa 80 : 3
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Or that he might receive admonition, and the teaching might profit him?
Abasa 80 : 4

Do we follow the literal words or the spirit of the Hadeeth?

The prophet (PBUH) gave examples to clarify his point. He addressed the
needs of the person asking the question and provided answers to suit the
situation. We should not take the prophet’s words out of context and make
them applicable at all times if the situation is different and the needs are
different. For example once the prophet (PBUH) saw a man walking
arrogantly and his robe was washing the floor behind him. He commented
that: (What is below the ankles is in Hell Fire). If we follow the literal
words then all our clothes must be above the ankle. This meaning is
obviously not what the prophet (PBUH) intended. He was cautioning
against arrogance and feeling superior to others.

In another Hadeeth, prophet Muhammad said:

(O God makes me a Miskeen (needy person) and resurrects me in the
company of Masakeen (needy persons). Does this mean that God’s prophet
is inviting us to be poor and dependant on others? Of course not. He was
showing humility, compassion and solidarity with those who are poor and
needy. This understanding is strengthened by other Hadeeth in which the
Prophet (PBUH) is seeking God’s protection from poverty and being
dependant on the charity of others and in which he is stressing that the upper
hand that gives is better than the lower hand that receives. He stressed the
importance of working and being self-sufficient and not begging or asking
others for help.

Many Muslims are afraid of thinking critically about the prophet’s sayings
that makes one uneasy. They find comfort in relying on others and in not
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questioning the validity or applicability of these sayings. Some may be
scientists and have a brilliant mind, but once it comes to matters of religion
they withdraw and become passive and accept traditional points of view
even if it does not make sense. Their argument that they do not have the
necessary qualification or proper knowledge to analyze and judge this
subject. God gave us our mind to think and reflect and reach conclusions.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (a person who reaches a conclusion after
adequate study will have one reward if he is wrong, and two rewards if he is

right).

* ok ok
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