lamb

L 1

labour
a labour of love 4 SLST g Gl fas
e.g. He prefers to paint the house himself.
It’s a real labour of love.
ladder
at the top of the ladder
alis 3 50 o 3
e.g. He’s at the top of the ladder after a
long and successful career.
opposite at the bottom of the ladder
N PPN S P O]
e.g. She started at the bottom of the
ladder, but was rapidly promoted.
lady
lady Bountiful
(Gall ponsd | Jamins) L S oo s Ty S s
e.g. I've got a lot of clothes that they might
make use of but I'm wortied they might see
me as some sort of Lady Bountiful.
Lady Muck a2 e e Ll 55504l
W3S T o Lelolas cmay
e.g. Look at Lady Muck over there,
expecting every one to wait on her.
Lady killer
a lady killer
e.g. With his good look and charm, he was
often cast as the lady-killer in films.
lager

b Jn.' ls el ‘,.43 | o) }S_«
e.g. They ended up in some cheap holiday

a lager lout

tesott that was full of British lager louts.
lah-di-dah (.5 )
L‘skrlﬁza',ol,‘,-‘—'\lly,_j.aif el ozl al

(88 oons) oo o il o
la-di-da (5 i)
e.g. No one really liked her in the village.
They all thought she was a bit lah-di-dah.
laid-back
gLl toala = gl o S p5lo b jaies
e.g. I can imagine he’s good to work for.
He seems very laid-back.
laisser-fair
laisser fair
SlogSod | Jous pus gmay 2| Jandldalows
e.g. The previous government had a
policy of laisser fair, whereas this
government wants a close partnership
with industry.
o Yli o § ] SdegSad i) pas ¥
e.g. There are no effective laws to protect
women from abusive husbands. An attitude
of laisser-fair prevails.
lake
Go jump in a/the lake oF ]
(e b mens) oud | 3 S p)] ¢ s
e.g. The guy just wouldn’t leave us alone,
so finally I told him to jump in the lake.
lam
on the lam
il b 5d) 09,8 = (g 00) o 9,8
e.g. He finally gave himself up to the
police after 12 years on the lam.

lamb

like a lamb to the slaughter  |oxllS Gus 9
S92 093 iz il 4 yipp s —

e.g. A great number of this country’s

young men went off to war in the 1940’s

like lambs to the slaughter.

like a lamb Elq.:»l ol doylas 093 = 5 90g

e.g. I thought I was going to drag her



last

lame 225

screaming to school but when the time lap

came she went like a lamb. be in the lap of the gods

lame Bl de ikl UL Y -digds 3

alame duck Ao UL Sl sl uans | e.g. Ive sent in my application form and
sdelaad) Ligs JS p iy | T've sorted out my references so it’s in the

e.g. In less than two years, it was trans- lap of the gods now.

formed from a state-owned lame duck into drop/fall into your lap

a successful company.
land
the land of milk and honey
(PRI ICVRESU ) B T
e.g. People in poorer parts of the world
still look on the states as the land of milk
and honey.
be in the land of nod
(88 oons) p - b
e.g. Joe’s in the land of nod at last.
be in the land of the living
4, b 8
e.g. She was partying till the early hours so
I don’t imagine she’ll be in the land of the
living before lunchtime.
find out/see how the land lies
I3k L] )3 590 Y1 (g ome B a5
e.g. I thought I'd better call my mother
and see how the land lies before inviting
myself home for the weekend.
the lie of the land
the lay of the land
e.g- It’s always a good idea to find out the
lie of the land before applying to a company
land - office
do a land - office business
(b2 ) Wlnzia g 1 35 2
e.g. They only set up the company eight
months ago and they’re doing a land-office

B g | L

business.

o ladl o (355) asde U2

e.g. You can’t expect the ideal job to just
fall into your lap-you’ve to go out there and
look for it.
in the lap of luxury s 5 )|y Gised) | L3
e.g. They live in the lap of luxury in a huge
great house in the south of France.
lard-arse
a lard-arse (L3 g Lale) pamm yain
e.g. You could do with a bit of exercise
yourself lard-arse! Your brother’s a bit of a
lard-arse, isn’t he?
large
by and large (W]P
e.g. The films they show are by and large,
American imports.
loom large - 3l e 28 Sy

i haanad 15,80 = e 2056 Sy il

e.g. The threat of unemployment looms

large in these people’s lives.
last
last but not least Bl o Sy Y1

[T s 4 i
e.g. This is Jermy, this 1s Kath, and last but
not least, this is Artie.
a last hurrah wusql,_,iib;T
e.g. At 31 he knows this tournament may
be his last hurrah.
the last gasp

(ol o) g 310 301 b




last-ditch

laughing

e.g. This period witnessed the decline and
last gasp of the British Empire.
the last of the big spenders

(rS) Jsmdl g 2018
e.g. Just an orange juice and some peanuts;
please. The last of the big spenders!
gl on o i A
e.g. It looks as if her grand father’s on his
| o g5l | Elyzn 0SS, Y
e.g. I'd just done fifteen miles and I was

be on your last legs
last legs now.

on my last legs.
be on its last legs
pil [ o L.:l,_,rl,_i,-,TuwT
e.g. We've had the same vacuum cleaner
for twenty years now and it’s on its last legs.
be the last word in sth  4s g 1o s 2 |
e.g. It’s a nice enough restaurant and it’s
very reasonably priced but it’s not exactly
the last word in style.
have heatd/seen the last of sb/sth
ol is,e T
e.g. He’s a very unpleasant man. I sincerely
hope we’ve seen the last of him.
have the last laugh
AT 8oy (ol oy 0
e.g. They fired her last year but she had
the last laugh because she was taken on by
their main tivals at twice the salary.
last-ditch Uylowe =T
e.g. The UN is trying to secure talks between
the two sides in a last-ditch effort to avert war.
latchkey
a latchkey child/kid ~ JjpaJl g s Jib
Jadd ! Aol oyl 15k
e.g. My dad came home at seven in the
evening and my mom only an hour earlier

so I was a latchkey kid.

late

late in the day PV e i
e.g. It seems rather late in the day to
announce that diet drinks might cause cancer.
lather

rst e iy Ko ,e 0685
e.g. She was in a real lather when I left

be in a lather

this morming because she couldn’t find
the tickets.
laugh
be a laugh a minute
(A1 Ul b Janiy) Clony Bonan 05,
e.g. You know what Mark’s like. He’s not
exactly a laugh a minute.
Don’t make me laugh
] Gty o g Smmaii ¥
e.g. "You never know, Pete might help
out." "Pete? help out? Don’t make me
laugh!"
laughing
a laughing stock
L ool 2, i () T
e.g. I can’t cycle around on that old thing!
I'll be the laughing stock of the neighborhood.
be laughing all the way to the bank
e.g. If we don’t take this opportunity, you
can be sure our competitors will and they’ll
be laughing all the way to the bank.
be laughing out of the other side of
yout face/mouth
G 4o iz ¢ O3 J el i
e.g. You'll be laughing out of the other
side of your face if you fail your exams.
be laughing up your sleeve
[JOY PR YO N
e.g. He persuaded people to believe in him



laughter leading
‘and all the time he was laughing up his company procedures, but then, he’s a law
sleeve at them. unto himself.

be no laughing matter lay down the law

rallileas oty sl Eaoss
e.g. Haemorrhoids are very funny when
other people have them, but if you get
them yourself it’s no laughing matter.
laughter
laughter is the best medicine

o 133 | Slomaal|

e.g. A visit from Camille makes me feel
better. She’s so hilatious. It’s like they say,

laughter’s the best medicine.
laundry
alaundry list |13l Jea dbyb 436

e.g. It wasn’t much of a speech. Just a
laundry list of accusations against the
government.
laurels
look to your laurels
PP (Y Y PO ARCSECSY B P+ P
c.g. Nowadays there are a number of rival
products on the market and the older,
established companies are having to look to
their laurels.
rest on your laurels
- gab L gy - LI )Q-AYI&;M
€.g- Just because you passed all your exams,
that’s no reason to rest on your laurels.
law
the law of the jungle
c.g. I was brought up on the streets where
the law of the jungle apphes, so I soon
learnt how to look after myself.
be a law unto yourself gl ot
03 iay i) pllis 4 ¢ Ol 1,1 O35 e
¢.g. Charles doesn’t stick to the standard

o3l pledd )l,:s|0_9>¢,il_,i1|&_;_‘,itr:.i
e.g. I'm not going to have someone come
into this office and start laying down the law.
take the law into your hands o., 4> 151
e.g. One day, after years of violent abuse
from her husband, she decided to take the
law into her own hands.
there’s no law against sth

dasi bopyons Ol s ¥
e.g. Have you been shopping again? What
if I have? There’s no law against spending
money.
lay
lay it on thick (S JJYL) Hpettl 5 @le
lay it on with a trowel
e.g. He'd injured his hand slighty but he was
laying it on a bit thick about how painful it was.
lead
go down like a lead balloon

S ¢ cad i 09 Sa 6 3 ity

e.g. My joke about the alcoholic went
down like a lead balloon.
put lead in your pencil

Leza| o J 15,05 o0 i
¢.g. You should eat a few oysters. That’ll
put some lead in your pencil.

swing the lead Juull 5 iz 2 A)l alic
e.g. And is she genuinely ill or 1s she just
swinging the lead?
leading
a leading light P p el

.+ Loia dhis — dakize of ds gares
e.g. A leading light in the art and ballet world,

he was a close friend of Princess Diana.



leaf

228

leg

leaf
shake like aleaf Cgsl yo dni s ol jaisy
A8y Jta Lsanl | o
e.g. I saw her just before her talk and she
was shaking like a leaf.
take a leaf out of sb’s book
Sl Yl aden, b i
e.g. May be I should take a leaf out of
Robert’s book and start coming in at ten
every morning.
league
be out of sb’s league
b yased (g g2mn 5 gb
e.g. He was so good-looking and so
popular that I felt he was out of my league.
leak
take a leak (189w Bale) Spy
e.g. I'll be back in a moment. I've got to
take a leak.
leaps
by/in leaps and bounds
(A s youy = daely o3y p oty
e.g. Leaders of the organization say their
membership is growing by leaps and bounds.
leash
have/keep sb on a short/tight leash
wasd ploj ey
e.g. He doesn’t go out with the lads so
much these days. Michelle keeps him on a
tight leash.
least
least said, soonest mended P Lls
Y| _,TLS[:..JJ.‘.. ‘ q..y.b.x—o:-r)Kll
e.g. I've always thought it best not to dwell
on grievances too long-Least said, soonest
mended.

take the line/path of least resistance

Jad 1 ool | 6l Loy lne SV 5 ally 35
e.g. You could always take the line of least
resistance and go with the majority vote.
left
the left hand doesn’t know what the
right hand is doing

Lo dkite p Ll oy JLai ¥ 5 g oy iy LS

e.g. I was sent the same letter from two
different departments. I get the feeling the
left hand doesn’t know what the right hand

is doing. L4l B Jee
be left hanging (in the air/in midair)
4 Joais o) 3las 305

e.g. We failed to resolve the issue at the
last meeting and it was left hanging in the air.
be left holding the baby
be left holding the bag

oo plud 5T o ) sl 1yt | Lol o
e.g. He abandoned the project after a year
because he felt that it was going to fail and
I was left holding the baby.
be outin left field  (Lole) (lases 5, A
e.g. They’re out in left field, blaming you
for this fiasco.

o 3l e lilisesy l:.u;dﬂ .Y

e.g. She’s kind of out in left field but she’s
fun.

left, right and centre.

right and left

left and right .U JS e 510K JS'
e.g. They were firing at people left, right
and centre.

leg

breakaleg! ol bl gasd ok oplal

(good uck ;s Y) ¢ | e J2and

getyourlegover L jasi ae il pjley
e.g. How was the party then? Did you get



leys

let

your leg over?
givesbalegup LLs - Gyiell Laaset sels
e.g. It must give you a leg up if you want
to be an actor. and your parents are both in
the profession.
getsbalegup Ligs o J] &l oo s
e.g. If you know people in the company,
you can sometimes get a leg up.
not have a leg to stand on (s asu ¥
ol e dzy ¥ = W gl domns 4 s
e.g. The problem is, if you don’t have a
witness, you don’t have a leg to stand on.
Lo s s gasind gl jeas
c.g. She probably has a leg up on other

have a leg on sb

applicants for the job because she has more
experience.
pull sb’s leg
e.g. Is he really angry with me or do you
think he’s just pulling my leg?

shake a leg! CJ"i
e.g. Come on, shake a leg! The film starts

in 20 minutes.

sl slay

showaleg! 2l el
e.g. Show a leg! it’s past 11 o’clock
legs
can talk the legs off an iron pot
PASI S jases

c.g. I dread getting into a conversation
with Gillian. She can talk the legs off an
iron pot.
have legs A gbiaad jazas Lad
e.g. This latest scandal has legs. You'll
probably still be reading about it in a year’s
time.
lengths
80 to great lengths

igh photze Lo JS ¢ Plhauly ¢ Ay gbsan)

e.g. I went to great lengths to explain the
situation to him, but he still didn’t seem to
understand.
go to any length sl Y ks
e.g. Some men will go to any lengths
(= try any method) to disguise the fact that
they’re going bold.
leopard
A leopatd can’t/doesn’t change its spots
wlb ks s pal| ez ¥ = adadd | Cliy aal|
e.g. I doubt very much that marniage will
change Chis for the better. A leopard doesn’t
change its spots.
lesser
the lesser of two evils
2 laghl 2 Lads olez - (2 5YI
e.g. I suppose the democratic candidate as
the lesser of two evils.
lesson
learn your lesson
ol 3 Cys i oy o g b cliils
e.g. I'm never going to mix my drinks
again. I've learnt my lesson.
s il Cases Ciles
e.g. The next time she’s late go without
her. That should teach her a lesson.

let

teach sb. a lesson

let yourself go

e ¢ i e O s
e.g. It's a party. Let yourself go!

(S 2 glony oz5 ¥ .Y

e.g. She’s really let herself go since she split
up with her husband.
let it/things slide 15 g ;50 ¥1 30553 51
c.g. We've really let things slide over the
past few months. The accounts are in a

terrible state.



letter

lid

letter
the letter of the law O yld| yai — Ogld) 143~
e.g. There is always the danger that a judge
may follow the letter of the law rather than
its spirit.
to the letter  Wlolis JS' § = g gbgal| L~
e.g. I followed the instructions to the letter
but I still couldn’t get it to work.
level
a level playing field
Jsle h‘-’rd‘ do-y g g2mn o
e.g. There are calls for less restrictive laws
in order to allow them to compete on a
level playing field (= in a way that is fair)
with other financial institutions.
be level pegging
e ooy Sl ol o dly (g gn
e.g. With three weeks to go to the
election, labour and the Alliance are still
level pegging.
be on the level (F‘J" ,..-:) Glofg Baua ¢ O:‘i
e.g. You can leave the keys with him. I’ve
known him for years and you can believe
me when I say he’s on the level.
do yourt level best
sy Srlal Uiy c vy b Jndy
e.g. Tickets ate quite hard to come by but
I'll do my level best to get you one.
liberties
take liberties (gLl 3) apdol | iy A
e.g. Mary would not let any boy take liberties
with het. 3> ax 3 094y 09550 Hai S a, Y
e.g. Whoever wrote the screenplay for the
film took great liberties with the original

text of the novel.

liberty

take the liberty of doing sth &, ;> Ui e,
(Lo sbal) Gl wginal o 03] 093 5l 3
e.g. I took the liberty of reserving us two
seats at the conference. I hope that’s all
rght by you.
licence
be a licence to print money
be a license to print money
PRI

e.g. These shopping channels are just a
licence to print money.
lick
give sth a lick and a promise

(o8 ons) e gy G i O3 5 20| il
e.g. | put on my new suit, gave my shoes a
lick and a promise and left the house.
tS)UI KV:10] u":‘-"‘Jirﬂ*‘
e.g. Their latest album took a licking from

licking

the critics, but it’s setting well.
lid
blow/take the lid off
lift the lid on sth  Uyybsse) gis-| [ iy
e.g. In 1989 they started an investigation
that was to blow the lid off corruption in
the police force.
flip your lid (u.;ip ,.,a:) G 2o i A
e.g. I thought he’d finally flipped his lid
when he bought that old helicopter.

Bty Ly .Y
e.g. She’ll flip her lid when she finds out
what’s been going on.
keepalidonsth &j ¥ g8 3 Sous
e.g. Economic difficulties continued and
the government intervened to keep a lid on
inflation.
putalidonit!  ,lntdl o o3I e iy
e.g. Put a lid on it you two! you’ve been



lie

shouting all afternoon.

put the lid on P U Yo
e.g. When James resigned that put a lid on
the whole project.

lie

give the lie to sth bt S e lay
c.g. The high incidence of cancer in the
region surely gives the lie to official

assurances that the factory is safe.
live a Lie
9 s Gilsine 61 L o s B 3L on
e.g. Walker, who admitted that he was gay
last year, spoke of the relief he felt at no
longer having to live a lie.
lies
a pack of lies
a tissue of lies b 0 36 L
oA Wl g dad jasns
e.g. The entire account of where she’d
been and the person she’d been with that
night was a tissue of Les.
life
life in the fastlane & gy vl lil>
il o gl ¥ 5 A1
e.g. His was a life in the fast lane parties,
drugs, and a constant stream of glamorous
women.
life in the raw &1, 5i Jbo YWy 8L lsLo
e.g. Travelling on the cheap exposes you
to local life in the raw.
life is cheap
Cogall o ms — Sgall o wils Ay das- 5 ila] |
c.g. In the city, gunmen rule the streets
and life is cheap.
your life is in sb’s hands
S T TR R TUL S
e.g. When you fly, your life is in the hands

of complete strangers.
place/put your life in sb’s hands

T sul Jolils
e.g. Every time you drive a car you put
your life in the hands of other motorists.
gl slad |
e.g. The hotel is wonderful and the

weather too. Life’s just a bowl of cherries.

life is just a bowl of cherries

as large as life
as big as life

i b ly = dasy dasy « OLall 550
e.g. I looked up from my paper and there
he was, as large as life, Tim Taylor.

be lacger than life

be bigger than life Zj,.z,JIC,ac.a,i
e.g. Most characters in his films are some-
what larger than life.

be another/one of life’s great mysteries
caf pl = psad il s sa
e.g. Why people write their names on the
walls of public toilets is one of life’s great
mysteres.
be the life and soul of the party
gt on = i sl par ikl )
be the life of the party ¢ yaxal| 3 g ]!
e.g. Give him a few drinks and he’s the life
of the party.
breathe (new) life into sth
paall Glas o g2 Gy sl alom Juns
e.g. Breathe new life into a tired old
bathroom with a coat of brightly coloured
paint in this season’s exciting colouts.
can’t do sth to save your life
il 3LEY ol Jandlyp g OF Sy ¥
e.g. I can’t draw to save my life.
can’t for the life of me
EML o2l lin Si5T Y



life

light

e.g. I know I filed it somewhere but I can’t
for the life of me remember where.
depart this life  (aw)pY) 0l s
e.g. Here lies Henry Stanford, who
departed this life January 13th 1867.
frighten/scare the life out of sb

iy ¢ s
e.g. She frightened the life out of me,
shouting like that.
sladb r..sf

e.g. "You're surely not going to stay in and

get a life !

clean the house on a Saturday night-oh,
come on, get a life."
give your life
lay down your life

etz e of ol o8 o sl (s
e.g. Millions of soldiers laid down their
lives for their country in the Great War.
lead/live the life of Riley  islasl> i

5 ol JSLae of GLs Jas stinn

e.g: He lived the life of Riley, having
inherited a huge amount of money.
Ledzunild 5 pouali 5Ll |

e.g. I can’t get worried over an amount of

life’s too short.

money as small as that. Life’s too short.
(¢) s ity ¥
(141) Josl g5
e.g. Would you kiss him? Not on your life!
put your life on the line
b oot Jor o Jlsell Sl 505
e.g. Politicians aten’t the ones putting their

Not on your life

lives on the line fighting wars.
risk life and limb

S e = W o n 6 s Jans p i
e.g. These skiers nisk life and imb every
day for the thrill of speed.

seelife bl e O pund oyl | o gsn,

e.g. He’s decided to do a round-the-world
trip, he wants to see life a bit before he
starts university.
set sb up for life
6l Jsb Jo e iy o Lases s
e.g. His father died when he was young
and the inheritance set him up for life.
such is life L ,og L gloy 5Lt | oa ills
that’s life
e.g. In an ideal wosld, I’d rather have the
child and the career but it’s not possible.
That’s life.
take your life in/into your hands
B3l = o o 48 Jam 35
e.g. I'm sure this elevator isn’t propetly
maintained. I feel as though I'm taking my
life into my hands every time I go in.
there’s life in the old dog yet
(25) Sl 02 S b
e.g. I may be 80 but there’s life in the old
dog yet.
This is the life!
(W lgals By e 8 1S ) 5L | gn 0
e.g. Sun, sand and cocktails. This is the life!
life - saver
delay oo ol Lo o diized !
o b go _>i Z,aji o b

a life - saver

e.g. When you’re stuck in traffic like this, a
mobile phone’s an absolute life-saver.
lifetime
once in a lifetime sl | $5,0
e.g. Opportunities to play in the cup final
only come once in a lifetime so we’ve got
to make the most of it.
light
light at the end of the tunnel

A Gl | oy b= [y sl a4y 0



light dawns

light headed

¢.g. Unemployment is still rising but

analysts assure us there is light at the end
of the tunnel.
light dawns
e.g. Light dawned on me when I heard she

clle - bp«'?OiJe

knew my mother.
light relief » -zl = 5 Lo any Lwid 311
e.g. A lively argument between the two
main speakers provided a bit of light relief
in an otherwise dull conference.
be as light as a feather
0591 S iz )l J2e b O5 9} i
e.g. I could easily pick you up. You’re as
light as a feather.
be light years away from sth
Jezmad | 3 asgb Olgn Sl d s Y
e.g. A cure for all kinds of cancer is still
light years away.
be light years away from sth
UCILY) [ERPRE S VAR [E7Y
e.g. Modem computers are light years
away from the huge machines we used in
the seventies.
be the light of sb’s life il ge LS
Gl 590 sV s 9al 10483 Jasutll o laal|
e.g. My daughter is the light of my life.
be/go out like a light i e ply
e.g. I was out hike a light after all that fresh air.
bring sth to light (L) Ol glas CisSy
(;,:—- sl S50 Ao
e.g. When their accounts were examined,
several errors were brought to light.
came to light Ok
e.g. Several other problems came to light
during the courses of the investigation.
hide your light under a bushel

e.g. I didn't realize you could play the
piano. You've been hiding your light under
a bushel.
in the light of sth
in light of
e.g. In the light of what you’ve just told
me, I can understand why you and David
were fighting.
make light of sth - paosall sy

bt ¢ e a Law by WSS OF oyl
e.g. You shouldn’t make light of other
people’s fears. '
make light wotk of sth/doing sth

s de s Jaallp ok

e.g. You made light work of the chocolate

éﬁlﬁad'a.:u;‘,.'aui

cake! (= you ate it quickly)
sce the light
i | no S Loday 590 s
e.g. Sarah used to have very racist views,
but I think she’s finally seen the light.
sl Loy 3 sl 3 Has Y
e.g. I hope my book will help others to see
the light.
see the light (of day) Oball j4ka
€.g. The archives contain vintage recordings,
some of which have never seen the light of day.
shed/throw light on sth
wd Jumb Bye ol 52 o gl i
e.g. Thank you for shedding some light on
what is really a very complicated subject.
trip the light fantastic (ASe) pas
e.g. There I was, tpping the light fantastic
in a sequinned ballgown.
light headed
be/feel light-headed sy Cinatl jass
e.g. I feel a bit light-headed. I shouldn’t
have drunk that second glass of wine.



lightning

234 limits

lightning
lightning does not strike twice

Aoy gasis o e 5 S5 Y Colaal |
e.g. I know the crash has scared you, but
lightening doesn’t strike twice.
JS Galasy ¢ ol ases
ans 825 g 51 polio O e i gl ] 414 501

e.g. In a harsh economic climate, raises for

a lightning rod

teachers have become a lightning rod for
criticism.
lights
the lights are on but nobody’s/no one’s
home (d,l,....a J....a.?)
sl Y Jais ol eyl le ol s LaJl e LS
e.g. It's no good expecting John to say
anything. The lights are on but no one’s
home.
Punch sb’s lights out
(1ale) G s Gy 4y
e.g. He wouldn’t shut up so I punched his
lights out.
like
like it or lump it
Y pl el o g 201 Joomss OF oy
e.g. The fact remains, that’s all we’re going
to pay him and he can like it or lump it.
likely
a likely story
s in OF gy Lo duad — Ly o Lua
e.g. So he was just giving her a friendly
hug because she was upset, was he? That’s
a likely story if ever I heard one.
lily
gild thelily  Jlor ais Soar G2 5
e.g. Should I add a scatf to this jacket or
would it be gilding the lily?
lily-livered o bt | i /Ol

e.g. I've never seen a lily-livered bunch of
wimps in my life.
lily-white.
lily-white ol pal
e.g. He marvelled at her lily-white hands.
ol ol Gl ¥
e.g. He’s not exactly lily-white himself so
he has some nerve calling her a cheat!
limb
be out on a limb
(p:8) 32 o b = 058 s 4
e.g. Because we are geographically so far
removed from the main office, we do
sometimes feel as if we are out on a limb.
go out on a limb
o V1T e Glasea |j.s.sr_ue_
e.g. I don’t think we’re going out on a limb
in claiming that global warming is a
problem that must be addressed.
tear sb limb from limb
ity dar L = Gy Gy ashais -
e.g. I'm sure if she got hold of the guy
she’d tear him limb from limb.
limelight
be in the limelight
e.g. He’s been in the limelight recently,
following the publication of a controversial
novel.
steal the limelight ,sml.uwu; dgriny
e.g. The whole team played well, but

Gascoigne stole the limelight
limits
off limits L“"C‘,‘-“J”‘,h"c)"’

e.g. When we were kids our parents’
bedroom was definitely off limits.
limp-wristed

limp-wristed



line

line

Lyl | Vg J| jaslas J ik y cicass S s
e.g. My mother liked him though I suspect
my father thought he was a bit imp-wristed.
line
all along the line
all the way down the line

Sl o oo JS 3 el g Lo
e.g. Managerial mistakes were made all the
way down the line.
be in sb’s line (‘..g.xi,,,.:)gl_,.&..b
¢.g. I wouldn’t have thought that
gardening was in your line, Ben.
be in line for sth

(S2a 235 3) sl ke 055,

e.g. If anyone’s in line for promotion, I
should think it’s Helen.
in the line of fire ks b i )W) ks Lo
e.g. I dida’t know his job was on the line.
lay/put sth on the line Ll L2 50
e.g. | feel strongly about the matter, but
I’m not going to lay my carecr on the line
for it.
be out of line
e.g. And the way he spoke to her in the

EUJI PIRC Y E_Jl& A

meeting - that was completely out of line.
Ygiaall gt o)1 ¥

e.g. His salary is way out of line with what

other people in the company get.

cross the line  Colazs | 3 gdall 59dmdl aaz,

e.g. Players had crossed the line by

attacking fans on the pitch.

down the line

e.g. We'll probably want kids too but that’s

a few years down the line.

draw a line under sth Jas o 455
<o @Yl e LLS woows Las- aiy g2

e.g. Let’s draw a line under the whole

834wt 508 Jny

episode and try to continue our work in a
more positive frame of mind.
draw the line Jro Wl dasd) auias
e.g. It all depends on your concept of
fiction and where you draw the line
between fact and fiction.
draw the line at sth
(3 ¥ aboslim¥ L) sase (gl s py
e.g. I know I swear a lot but I do draw the
line at certain words.
drop sb a line ipassae dly d ey
e.g. If you've got a few minutes to spare
you could always drop her a line.
fall in/into line &gl,i_,c:l‘,JJ,i:r
Q] ol pladl |yl ¢ L Jansy dadasa |
e.g. Employees were expected to fall into
line with the company’s new practices or
face dismissal.
feed sb a line Lases g dsus
¢.g. She fed me a line about not having
budgeted for pay increases this year.
a fine/thin line
Ay 30 e iy gy Jas- Hla
e.g. There’s a thin line between courage
and foolishness.
tread a fine/thin line between sth
23l 5aid pdly 2 o Jeo Wl | s g
e.g. Somehow he manages to tread that
fine line between honesty and tactlessness.
getalineonsb/sth IL. u’) Jasey sy
Zignl) 03455 )| Laglaad | dsms (Do 2y
e.g. Detectives hope to get a line on the
suspect from the fingerprints he left.
in the line of duty ol Jos
¢.g. He was killed in the line of duty.
lay it on the line elo Lags gl | Jgis
Bus o 055 ¢ 5



lines

liquid

e.g. You're just going to have to lay it on
the line and tell her her work’s not good
enough.
somewhere along the line
PRTTEIC YO Eog PRCR PO

e.g. I don’t know what went wrong with
our relationship but somewhere along the
line we stopped loving each other.

= blge g
gaesl 105 e 1 o
e.g. It was quite clear to me that if I

step out of line

stepped out of line again I'd be out of 2 job.
toe/tow the line 539> el | 2o lgill (o5 05 0y
e.g. He might not like the rules but he’ll
toe the line just to avoid trouble.
lines
along the lines of sth
along those lines

@,U'u-&—qh:‘—la,'.lleul;
e.g. I can’t remember exactly what words
he used but it was something along those
lines. v
be on the right lines

el | Gkl @ iromaal | L |

e.g. Do you think we’re on the right lines
with this project?
read between the lines  3bJ| 4y b i A
e.g. Reading between the lines, I'd say that
George isn’t very happy with the situation.
lingua franca
a lingua franca Was dglazadlial |
e.g. English is the undisputed lingua franca
of the business world .
lion
the lion’s share fen ST el G
e.g. The lion’s share of the museum’s

budget goes on special exhibitions.

lions
feed/throw sb to the lions

e | T (221 3N o ped i 3oy iy
e.g. No one prepared me for the audience’s
hostility. I really felt I'd been fed to the lions.
the lion’s den Ol eVl oy e

pomdd | ol g3 aiel) 4 o s

e.g. It’s your turn for the lion’s den.
Gordan wants to see you in his office now.
lip
cutl your lip il e 4 LS danl |
e.g. Don’t curl your lip to me, young miss!
give/pay lip setvice to sth
Al YOLUL sl Juilly ¥ gl oo o3l
e.g. The politician said that the government
paid lip service to equal opportunities for
all, but in fact the rich had all the advantages.
lips
be on everyone’s lips poasd i e
e.g. And the question that’s on everyone’s
lips at the moment is, will he have to resign
over the scandal?
ot Sad Bl g 059 8
e.g. Meanwhile the property developers are

lick your lips

licking their lips at the prospect of all the
money they’re going to make.
My lips are sealed ed by Ladios
e.g. I'd prefer you not to mention this to
anyone else. My lips are sealed
s g o2 b
555 L s o] a0 i 0
e.g. Read my lips. You're not having any

read my lips!

more ice-cream.
liquid
liquid refreshment

(Homae jros) g8 B3Le 3,20



list

lively

liquid refreshment
(Uoman oas) JgnS 3le 29,20

e.g. After 5 hours in front of a computer
P'm in need of some liquid refreshment.
a liquid lunch

(Sonan ooas) #1301 o Y OU goSI 2
¢e.g. I had a two hour liquid lunch and
nearly fell asleep at my desk in the afternoon.
list
a list as long as your arm  la> i, yb da3ls
e.g- I'd better make a start. I've got a list as
long as my arm of jobs to do.
litmus
alitmus test Lo ez 60y Ll 4by o 2
Ohlasdl § Jaas LylaSisle
e.g. His views on abortion are effectively a

litmus

lkitmus test of his views on women’s nights.
litde
a litde bird told me (s0)  JcJ63)gimadl!
S e as gl ¢ ()
e.g. "So who told you she’d got the job?"
"Oh, let’s just say a little bird told me so."
a little horror
(e il e Jl e Gty a2 i
e.g- I had six of the litde horrors round the
house all day.
too litte, too late
Wasge 42 5,5 lay UL sas Las
e.g. The government have finally decided
to put some money into research, but it’s
too litde, too late.
twist/ wrap sb around/round your little
finger sl $pladlS CLs] Jons
b g sk
e.g. He’d do anything you asked him to.
You’ve got him wrapped around your little
finger.

live
live and breathe sth
WGy L g g gall 13 2ons

e.g. For twenty years I've lived and
breathed dance. It’s been my whole life.
live and let live OM@_}?I&:;&
e.g. They seem as a society to have a very
live and let live attitude towards issues like
gay rights.
live it up

;,i;lly,ﬂ.:ﬁldﬂc:q‘ sy 3 em
e.g. I decided to live it up for a while- at
least until the money ran out.
Mo Jarls = 4 gy 3l S
c.g. I hadn’t met Rory before. He’s a real

a live wire
live wire.

Joall s (5mmaUS) Sler
e.g. Our new payments system will go live

go live

at the beginning of next month.
never live sth down
=5 Vahie ¢ o Ve

c.g. Three million people saw the singer
fall off the edge of the stage. He'll never
live it down.
You live and learn
Live and leatn 055 Wb olazy OLSY

(pg) phass Lol ioms 1 = 5Ll | 43 e
e.g. I had no idea they were related. Oh
well, you live and leamn.
lived
you haven’t lived
(il el o5 o ) O Y] s o LS
e.g. You've never been to a Turkish bath?
Oh, you haven’t lived.
lively
look lively! Cf‘i
e.g. Look lively. We’ve got to be there in



living 238 loins
half an hour. loaded for bear
living wJﬁwrﬂUKJMJM

living on borrowed time Aty oS5

plallcsgdl g - jasall lia om0
e.g. I've got cancer. I'm living on borrowed
time.
a living death

gl Jail = L o5 gallils

e.g. She can’t walk, she can’t feed herself
and she can scarcely speak. It’s a living death.
(r-z-l; ) | (P
e.g. We were big fans of their band. We

be the living end

thought it was the living end in those days.
in/within living memory
=5 Y slye of &lus
e.g. Areas of southem Italy are expediencing
some of the worst storms in living memory.
1o (oS 5 Loias)
lo and behold (Laadd] o puns) il
e.g. I went into a bar just next to our hotel
and lo and behold who should I see sitting
there but Gibson.
load
get a load of that
(u‘,..«l.al.r-) Lol isnddl e ons
e.g. Get a load of that! Is that not the most
beautiful car you have ever seen?
lighten sb’s/the load
e oo dited] gl Jasd | Ciisy
e.g. Any way, we'll be getting a temp in
next month to do some of this work so
that should lighten your load.
shoot your load
(g 2ale) gl | o0 ki Jor |
e.g. Man, I was so hot, I was ready to shoot
my load.
loaded

e.g. Their team came out onto the field,
loaded for bear, but our defense stopped them.
loaf
use your loaf La loaf LS aless Led 6
Ot b Lzl e 12 W it b elud, =
e.g. You haven’t even switched the thing
on. Come on, Jamis, use your loaf.
lock
lock, stock and batrel «is ;> [So5 2l S
e.g. He’s been pressing for the
organization to move, lock, stock and
barrel, from Paris to Brussels.
under lock and key
Ogeally Jaisd | o uiad Iy 2all) ke Jis .
e.g. I tend to keep medicines under lock
and key because of the kids.
e.g. I think the feeling ol gy
from the general public is that people like
that should be kept under lock and key for
the rest of their lives.
locker-room
locker-room ot el | s e
e.g. There’s the usual locker-room banter
which I try to stay out of.
loggetheads
be at loggerheads
Jh&gd)l’&& - cﬁ-‘”ﬂb)?uﬂlrﬂé
e.g. The senate and the house are still at
loggerheads over the most crucial parts of
the bill.
loins
gird (up) your loins
(ASe) cono Jan) Llis s 54
e.g. Both sides are presently girding their
loins for the legal battles that lie ahead.




so long

lone
lone escape the long arm of the law.
a lone wolf O3 0d>9 Janl| Juais yasni | mnot be long for this world
Ujall e = p - V1S5l waallelsy e
¢.g. [ don’t think that Jack will want to e.g. Judging by the look of him, he’s not
come with us. He is a bit of a lone wolf. long for this world either
long be long in the tooth
long on sth and short on sth (6laf @, Oluam! | S WIS) odl 1S 5 ome

A1 Olival iy Olivall jan 2
¢.g. I've always found his films long on
style and short on content.
long time no see 11”1.:4..1;._‘1,!,1

(Wgbsas dmyanly jasns J] o)
e.g. Hi there, Paul long time no see (pull a)
long face

il | 5l 050l e Js 4 gl | s rns
e.g. When I said that we were going for a
walk, John pulled a long face: he hates
going for walks.

a long haul

[eS igrs Yogb By g dzm Jas
e.g. It’s been a long haul but we’ve finally
got the house looking the way we want it.
in/over the long haul

Joobl l andl e ~ 2 gbia)

e.g. You have to think how the company
will perform over the long haul.
a long shot Slg by S 39

Uylouad| o il ¥ S5 59 jad iz |
e.g. It’s a long shot but I could call Tony
and see if he knows her address.
the long and the short of it

Jsdll LoMs — jlaazs-b LI
¢.g. The long and the short of it is that he
can’t cope.
the long amm of the law (Cowias) ¢ -JyJ!
SINOglg 15 = i sl ¥ JIOgla | o
c.g. You know what they say, you can’t

e.g. In my opinion, they are a bit long in
the tooth for climibing a mountain.
go a long way
Upbouad | e = b i s ] Ju
e.g. With her ideas in politics she’ll go a
long way.
go back a long way
Lo 14 ) (s Blaal 1) pr 5
e.g. Justin and I were at college together so
we go back a long way.
have come a long way b5 -1
e.g. We’ve come a long way since the days
when you had to call an operator to phone
another country.
how long is a piece of string
U3 o Bl Y1 8 s e Sy e
e.g. "So how long does a project like that
take?" How long’s a piece of string?
It's along story LS o) = il b daiodn
e.g. So why was Catlo knocking on your
door at mid-night? "It’s a long story."
not by a long shot
not by a long chalk
O P X |
e.g. He has not given up his hopes of
becoming chairman, not by a long shot.
so long sl J|
so long-see you tomorrow
take a long, hard look at sth

(Jend | o yis) Jolisy jasmis



look

240 loose

e.g. We need to take a long, hard look at

the way we control ownership.

Joshall saadl e

e.g. If you take the long view, of course,

take the long view

you can regard staff training as an
investment for the company.
think long and hard

I3 I Josll I3 e Sis
e.g. I thought long and hard before
deciding to leave my husband
sbaz=dl
e.g. Anyway to cut a long story short, we

to cut a long story short

left at midnight and James left somewhat
later.
long-winded
e oy e Ul |25 = J g
e.g. She launched into a long-winded
explanation of how she’d found the books
and I’m afraid I didn’t really listen.
look
look before you leap ¢ jan; sl 0f 5 S6
oo 9o gl f3 el ) ;8
e.g. In choosing a career, it’s very
important to look before you leap: you may
regtret it if you make the wrong decision.
look tight/straight through sb
o) el ¥ 51/U Cainz Jalos
e.g. I'm sure I was at school with that girl,
but she just looked straight through me.
not be much to look at
Adloda Lias )
e.g. She’s not much to look at, but she’s
got a lovely personality.
get a look in
4 onis o oo Jams p.3dis OV ool s
e.g. The other team were so much better

than us. We didn’t get a look in.

look a gift hotse in the mouth

el | cosal un dizs
e.g. He thanked us for the watch but said
he would have preferred a leather strap:
talk about looking a gift horse in the
mouth! i.e. isn’t that 2 good example of
someone being ungrateful for a gift?
look as if butter wouldn’t melt in one’s
gy il
e.g. The little girl looked as if butter

mouth

wouldn’t melt in her mouth, but she was
actually very mischievous.
looks

if looks could kill

(ke .. i ol ol | els” o)) Al i 8
e.g. I'll never forget the expression on her
face when she saw me with Pete. If looks
could kill.
loop

be in the loop o gamal | fpad 055
lesd ooty Loy ol ey ¢ 1S ol 2z
e.g. You can tell she’s in the loop. She
always knows about policy decisions before
the rest of us.
opposite be out of the loop
(i) £5) Sl
e.g. I've been out of the loop since I
changed jobs. I didn’t realize Wendy and
Bob had gotten engaged.
knock/throw sb for a loop
(oY @y (o &Y) sy o Sl
e.g. He knocked me for a loop when he
said he was quitting his job.
loose
Joall s - Yl olalll
e.g. The job’s nearly done. I'm just tying

loose ends

up one ot two loose ends at the moment.



lord

lost

a loose cannon Bl O mazs jasnt
(5950 | D) ice g Gasm
e.g. He’s seen as a loose cannon by other
team members. If anyone’s going to get
into a fighe, it’ll be Pete.
be at a loose end
be at loose ends
Jos 03 3 1A U s Sy
e.g. If you find yourself at 2 loose end over
the weekend, you could always clean up the
garden shed.
be on the loose
(erthe Olye i Jo ainsiole) Golb ¢ >
e.g. A killer who preys on attractive women
is feared to be on the loose in London.
cut loose iy oy o ¢ Sy
c.g. She cut loose from her sponsors and
decided to try to fund herself instead.
cut loose sb/sth ;_,.:‘,I‘_,as..‘.c,au‘ls.;! A
e.g. We're cutting loose only those teachers
whose work is below standard.
IMhaily & s 3 a5 .Y
e.g. After a few glasses of wine everyone
just cut loose and started dancing.
Hang loosc ! £l iaal
e.g. Hang loose, guys! The rest of us will
be there to back you up.
lord
your lord and master (C) U..i,cl;_, Sdee
e.g. I have to go and cook supper for my
lord and master.
Lord it over sb
e [ oS P LS 5 2T Lo S5
c.g. She likes to lord it over the more
junior staff in the office.

losing
fight a losing battle _i .- & a0 jjlow

i omis ) Jam p Ll il Ul
e.g. We try our best to cope with the work-
load but we’re fighting a losing battle.
loss
S P09
e.g. He wont’ accept financial help from

be at a loss

me so I'm at a loss to know what to do.
losses
cut your losses

SR oy J26 Jus g5 By
e.g. | wasn’t benefiting from the course
and it was costing so much that I thought
P’d better cut my losses.
lost
lost in the mist of time

Olillcals o1y

e.g. The true significance of these symbols
has become lost in the mist of time.
lost in the shuffle Jk&?lh’j‘}j@@
e.g. Refugee children in the big camps just
get lost in the shuffle and are sometimes
left without food.
a lost cause & el L8
e.g. I tried to stop the kids dropping their
clothes on the floor, but finally decided it
was a lost cause.
be lost for words  i2al)l 0 SldSU | 45 gas
e.g. I was so amazed at what she’d said 1
found myself completely lost for words.
getlosd! (f'f.) ST P 08 - AT 5 ]
e.g. Oh, get lost! I'm not in the mood for
your jokes.
like a lost soul UJ’J“-’JL’J“‘HL'U“"":
e.g. I found him wandering aimlessly
around the hall like a lost soul.
make up for lost time  aslall 3yl joge
e.g. I didn’t travel much as a young adult



lot

242 low

but I am certainly making up for lost time
now.
lot
leave a lot to be desited

sttt sl o o1
e.g. Meg’s cooking leaves a lot to be
desired.

throw in your lot with sb
o2 rans 2 e fay iy polinis] o o 5
cast your lot with sb
e.g. He's understandably reluctant to throw
in his lot with a struggling young company
who might not exist in a year’s time.
loud
loud and clear
I 33,55 = g gy Lo pm 5,50
e.g. In all this research one message comes
through loud and clear: excessive exposure
to sun causes skin cancer.
loud-mouthed Ol lade wigaal | Jle
e.g. So long as he doesn’t bring along
those loud-mouthed friends of his.
lounge
lounge lizard L) s L] ye Eoy )
LelarYlolubdls olUl
e.g. The bar was empty except for the
lounge lizard in the comer, who was
obviously waiting for someone.
love
love handles u..i..'.‘.]l.l-.._,uki:’.,..ﬂlyla,lo
e.g. You wouldn’t want me to lose my love
handles, would you?
a love child |
wF s b Sl colyl oz o Jib
e.g. He allegedly has a love child in
Austria from an affair with a much

younger woman.

a love nest Olisle 43 iy Ol
e.g. Apparently, they had a love nest in
Soho where they used to meet at lunchtime.
the love of your life

oy dnasnd (U] jaset | ¢ L gmead |
e.g. And there I was , watching the love of
my life board a plane to go to the other
side of the world.
not for love not/or money

AL lage i gn e 75555 o)
e.g. He's hopeless and unreliable. I wouldn’t
give him a job for love nor money.
I must/I’ll love you and leave you

(hiyslan i g5 L) o L) Jf Lo o

e.g. Well, 'm sure you've got work to be
doing so I'll love you and leave you.
FDCES | - PO | Y PO
e.g. We went back to his apartment and

make love

made love .
love - making
e.g. It was our conversation more than the
love making that I remembered after the
affair was over.
not/little love lost between

dgiin o = logaam Olow ¥ = G lograan ¥
e.g. There’s no love lost between those
two. They could never wotk together.
love in
a love in Mwwylcggﬁy

&gty Y Loy Ly Lany

e.g. The awards ceremony as usual was a
love-in.
low
low-key Jgine (ggzmn e = #3093
e.g. She had requested that the funeral be a
low-key affair
low life ikl | Lo bz Y1 Gkl | dlatily 16 puas



lowest

luck

e.g. She worked as a prostitute and
experienced the harsher side of Parisian
low life.
a low ebb sl g 0 Ul
e.g. I'd just separated from my wife and
was at a fairly low ebb.
the low man on the totem pole
2 5l s 3 diby Bl o T s
e.g. He started as the low man on the
totem pole and worked his way up to be
manager.
keep a low profile
i - ol oy Y1 o 6510
¢.g. He's been keeping a low profile at
work ever since his argument with Peter.
lay sb low
i,:n'lwlyél..sjlc;qubf_,i s
e.g. He was at home at that time, laid low
with the flu.
c.g. We thought someone might have seen
us leaving the building, so we figured we’d

better Lie low for a while.
low - end
low - end w’)i_,b_,’Jiic:.n

S ol a
e.g. You can get low-end colour printers
that still do a good job.
lowest
the lowest common denominator
YL & Il pazsnal] oo it | 121 |
Casf s gzl | Lged F | 3lgad Iy 539>
¢.g. The problem with so much television
is that it aims at the lowest common
denominator.
the lowest of the low
Lasnd | ladll J| jicis oy Gls- a5

e.g. He regards the police as the lowest of
the low. Drug dealers and pimps come a
close second.

luck Baall L
e.g. You can’t choose who you play
against. It’s just the luck of the draw.

Lo | & gy
e.g. He plays the manager of a night club

be down on your luck

who’s down on his luck and resorts to
gambling to pay his debts.
(B glaren 4S5
e.g. Have you got any prawn sandwiches
left? "You’re in luck. this is the last one.”
Opposite: be out of luck L J o)/ e gnin
e.g. I'm afraid you’re out of luck. The
concert is fully booked.
have the luck of the devil 4> l]i_,l?uu Q9SS
e.g. Then he won L 3000 on the lottery.
That man has the luck of the devil.
just my luck! Jals g d b = 2all o> o0 lin
e.g. So he left five minutes before I got
here, did he? Just my luck.
more by luck than judgement

5Lt | oi LSy ¥ il
e.g. And somehow I managed to get the
ball in the net. more by luck than judgement.
no such luck! k-5 ! LYIL I L
e.g. I had hoped we’d have time for lunch

be in luck

somewhere. no such luck.
odie lo didd ali> fownzy
e.g. Don’t push your luck. They’ve agreed

push your luck

to pay your travel expenses, I don’t think it
would be wise to ask for more money.

try your luck T
c.g. She had always wanted to act and, in
1959 came to London to try her luck on

the stage.



244 lyrical

lucky

lucky

getlucky e walil oliSh, b Lass Jlis

ane Lible

e.g. Why don’t you come along? You
never know, you might get lucky.

strike it lucky

strike it lucky Lo | e 3 N

e.g. They struck it lucky with their second
album which became an immediate best
seller.
thank your lucky stars
Lol e e clyy Sl
e.g. I'm just thanking my lucky stars that I
wasn’t there at the time of the accident.
you should be so lucky
Ly ¥ Ses b 4 Jobi Lo
e.g. A pay increase? You should be so lucky!
lump V
bring a lump to your throat
¢ KU Yl tllaos Slil> | L ey
e.g. I thought it was a very moving speech.
It almost brought a lump to my throat.
lumps

take your lumps

a3l o o oteadly aid| s (pgp) Hasy ils

e.g. Joe blames nobody but himslef for his
problems . He takes his lumps and doesn’t
complain.
lunch
o Ly ol Lo 8 46y oy B
e.g. And yet the conversation we had with

be out to lunch

him this moring suggests that he’s not
entirely out to lunch
lurch
leave sb in the lurch
Lo S8 =il cigae oy
e.g. I hope they can find someone to
replace me at work. I don’t want to leave
them in the lurch.
lying
not take sth lying down
o2l = Led | dlaland| jad 5
e.g. He can’t just order you about like that.
Surely you’re not going to take that lying
down!
lyrical
Pl SR of s
e.g. I recall Bob waxing lyrical about the

wax lyrical

flatness of his stomach.





