odds

O o

5,k i | ol
great/mighty oaks from little acrons
grow  is Jgel e cilangal (5,8
e.g. Microsoft, which is now the biggest

oaks

independent softwate company in the world,
was found in 1975 by just two men. It goes to
show that great oaks from little acrons grow.
oar
put/stick your oar in

o i g s Yydige of itilin b J>-a
e.g. I don’t want Janet coming to the
meeting and sticking her oar in-she knows
nothing about the situation.
oats
get your oats ru:.:;g o | s lay
e.g. Dan seems a lot happier these days.
I think he must be getting his oats.
rest on one’s oars

i1 o b il )1 I oS0

e.g. They have worked hard all summer
and now the garden is looking really nice.
Pethaps now they can sit back and rest on
their oats.
object
an object lesson

UL PRI RN PP e
e.g. The way he handled this situation
provided an object lesson in how to deal
with a dissatisfied customer.
obligation
under an obligation 138" Juds p 5le
e.g. Please don’t feel under any obligation

to come.

obligations
discharge one’s obligation
Sl by pyiy o Wik of sLall g
e.g. You are expected to discharge your
obligation.
oblivion
sink into oblivion
Con G ronay ¢ Ol gy ghay
e.g. He used to be quite a popular artist
but now he’s sunk into oblivion.
occasion
rise to the occasion il gat | O lllaiay yagsy
e.g. It’s not easy to play your first match in
front of a crowd that size but he certainly
rose to the occasion.
odd
the odd man/one out sl dll sl
(pg) ¢ 1o3d a1 - s gammad | o g Ayt
e.g. I felt like the odd man out yesterday.
Everyone was watching football except me.
odds |
odds and ends
odds and sods
5,000 s Lal ¢ o Mage ¢ @ pize 5 L]
e.g. I eventually found my keys buried
beneath the odds and ends in the bottom
of my bag.
against (all) the odds
wluall 8 ads ¢ Blaadl By hall S e o2 L
against all odds
e.g. They’re at odds over the funding for
the project.
be at odds with sth
Sl Cllina ¢ gl o lan Y iy sls,le
e.g. Blacke’s version of events was at odds
with the official police report.
pay over the odds



off

old

RS T RPN | PPRESPE | RO | R NP

k|
e.g. It’s a nice enough car but ’'m sure she
paid over the odds for it.
off

off the peg - off the hook
s go Olaliny dslat)| e g L5 s
e.g. If I buy trousers off the peg they’re
always too short.
off - chance
on the off chance
Jlaz 1 c8SE 095 Bsliaad | Jore o ¢ Baally
c.g. Journalists often investigate film stars’
private lives on the off-chance that they
might find something scandalous.
off-colour
be off - colour
Dglainn 6g) ¢ oL sile gia ¢ Lonns fons
e.g. He had flu a couple of months ago
and he’s been a bit off-colour ever since.
off-colour
o lod | 255 (i) oy Slickes 5 IS
e.g. Some of his jokes were a little off-
colour and I don’t think my grandparents
particularly appreciated them.
off-the-cuff S« and 09 (pis
e.g. He made scveral off-the-cuff remarks
which he later denied.
oil
be no odl painting ( Sg) S Olis o
e.g. She has an interesting face but she’no
pour oil on troubled waters
Mh:dl@,,ﬂlé.q‘ﬂlg.muhllbih
e.g. She was furious with Dave for
forgetting her birthday so I tried to pour oil
on troubled waters by offering to take

them both out for a meal.
old
old hat i dioye
e.g. We did not find the lecture very
interesting; the ideas were a bit old hat.
Old Nick
(W1 g12) Tmemad 1L A Ol |
e.g. In his latest film, he plays a gambler
who sells his soul to Old Nick in return for
winning a fortune.
an old chestnut cUgis g ynge
SIS o b3l a5 516,50
e.g. I wondered whether there might after
all be some truth in the old chestnut that
one’s school days are the happiest of one’s
life.
anold flame ol oo s o
e.g. John had not met Mary for some
years; she was an old flame of his.
anoldhand g soga & 093,535 0Lai]
eg. Get James to help you with selling the
house; he’s an old hand at that sort of thing.
an old maid
('.J_.xi,:,.:) es” il e
e.g. Terrified of becoming an old maid,
she married the first man who made her an
offer.
an old wives’ tale
o s Domnnai ¢ Bl St ¢ el | gl
e pie o oWl
e.g. It’s an old wives’ tale that drinking
alcohol before you go to bed helps you sleep.
The Old Bill (25 ooms) ol 5}
e.g. The Old Bill was round here yesterday
asking where you were.
the old country L_,,_,ii.al",...lwlob_,]l
e.g. Pounds, francs, lira. They’re all the same



old guard

omelette

to many Americans touring the old country.
L i 1 oy My iy sbo5a)
e.g. She has tried to resist attempts by the

the old guard

old guard to halt the reform process.

The old school tie M) ¢ Lul,u ) Lis,!
Lol goylaadl gom 3 ¢ g e | amy il
islby sl | 7 S| dny pguamy Oy s Ly

e.g. The old school tie still has enormous

power in many city companies.

be as old as Methuselah

=L A ol syl 3 Laass Methuselah

A1 Jsb o TS |

e.g. I was a young boy at the time so to me

he looked as old as Methuselah but he was

probably only in his sixties.
be as old as the hills

e.g. Difficult relationships between parents

I’J?p-.’.-ﬁ

and children are nothing now; the
problem’s as old as the hills.
for old times’ sake
il | of Lyl B loall 5 L |
e.g. Do you want to have lunch together
sometimes, just for old times’ sake?
of the old school Lydad | ol o
g‘_....b.]bc.:ig_ ‘JJ‘.._..&HCJI‘,‘:JIG;LL.!.LEH
e.g. She was a teacher of the old school
and believed in strict discipline.
open/reopen old wounds
il 2| IS5 10131 54,
e.g. For many soldiers who served in
Vietnam, the current conflict has reopened
old wounds.
you can’t teach an old dog new tricks
Jandl e adlade 3905 Lo i OF connad | 0
e.g. You're never going to teach your father

at the age of 79 to use a computer. You

can’t teach an old dog new tricks, you know.
old-boy
an old-boy network | oyt 45 gaza
Ol W o] oy laad ! b dul
el cislby sl | (3 7 S| Ay gamy
e.g. He admitted the old boy network had
once existed in the company but said that
things had changed now.
oldest
the oldest profession (in the world)
(oSe0) Ssel sl =+ G
e.g. I believe she made a living in the
oldest profession in the world.
the oldest trick in the book
Sy ,‘»?l,d..l,:s|c4b_r...x>i oWl

e.g. It was the oldest trick in the book-one

z:..v,r.\si

man distracted me while another stole my
wallet.
olde-worlde
olde-wotlde
s of i pii bof ptil | ale g1y OIS

e.g. It’s a sweet little village, full of olde-
wotlde charm. They own a dreadful old-
wotlde tea-shop with fake wooden beams
and lace everywhere.
olive
hold out/offer an olive branch L

gl g e Js L Jais ol Jyis = p 3|
e.g. He held out an olive branch to the
apposition by releasing 42 political prisoners.
- pdeald Uy

e.g. 've invited them around to dinner by

an olive branch

way of an olive branch.
omelette
you can’t make an omelette without
breaking eggs
iHlo ,qut,mo,;csu ssh Jas gz o)



on

one

¢.g. Twenty jobs will have to be cut if the

company’s going to be made more efficient.
But you can’t make an omelette without
breaking eggs.
on
on and off
offandon = gbide e Sdoy 6
S35 Bynsi B Jam i phize 8
e.g. I've had toothache on and off for the
past threc months.
be on about
DS 31 ¢ gogal) ol asn2ll gay I3La
e.g. I read her book, but I couldn’t
understand what it was on about.
What are you on about? I've paid you
everything I owed!
be/go on at sb J,S_:Il,le_;_Jlujd:
e.g. She’s been on at me to get my hair cut.
once
once and for all Lilg i, Y15l
e.g. She told him, once and for all, that she
would not marry him.
once bitten, twice shy S 't.u,_ Y
o iz 2 r gl 1) 5 0
(¢) (o5
e.g. After he left her she refused to go out
with anyone else for a long time-once
bitten, twice shy, I suppose.
once in a blue moon ool 33
e.g. My sister lives in Alaska, so I only get
to see her once in a blue moon.
once - over
give sb/sth the once-over
=5 3 s e yaed
e.g. The secunty guard gave me the once
over but didn’t bother checking my pass.

give sth a once-over

e.g. I'll give my car a once-over before we start.
one
one and all .Lal‘,JS-@»,U
e.g. And a very good evening to one and all.
one for the road
UsJlody J3 W gnS Gy y20 isls
e.g. Come on, there’s just time for one for
the road.
One good turn deserves another
dta Gy pans 372 By aal |
e.g. He fixed my bike so I let him use my
computer. One good tum deserves another.
One man’s meat is another man’s poison
b iy 35 ey bo/ 18lghp i a6 p g8 S Loas
e.g. [ wouldn’t want to do her job, but she
seems to love it. Oh, well one man’s meat
is another man’s potson.
one of the lads
one of the boys is games :I,ii |
Sl gy Y i oy Sl J1 e (L2)
e.g. Greene although not one of the lads, is
popular with most of them.
one step forward, two steps back
Ll (g1 o ilsdd | ] 5 gl 8 ons p e 5 glas-
a5 b Sy po e i
e.g. Every solution we come up with
seems to create more problems than it
solves, so it’s one step forward, two steps
back.
one swallow doesn’t make a summer
05501 b2 e ¢ Wsls gl | 2y Vi, 5940
fazes - Lot
e.g. Okay, they won their last game but
one swallow doesn’t make a summer. They
are still bottom of the league.
one thing leads to another

1iSa s J-—T 5;2.“,]1_,’-.3_ b



one

one

e.g- People don’t usually decide to become
spies. They agree to do someone a favour
and one thing leads to another.
one way or the other
b ol Gy
e.g. One way or the other I'm going to
finish this job next week.
and one (more) for luck

Jiod | ozl (5 5 50 19
e.g. I want you to swim ten lengths, and

one way or another

one for luck.
as one man

ozt AU o S Jaalb Ogaginy ol pany

RPN PPN ]

e.g. The crowd rose to its feet as one man.
at/in one sitting by Ll §
e.g. I read the whole book in one sitting.
fanlCand
e.g. I am completely at one with Michael

be at one

on this issue.
be one in a million
o e ud ¢ Ogolal ] 3 21y
e.g. She’s the sweetest, most generous
person I know. She’s one in a million.
be one in the eye for sb Grbay s 2
Ogids cilie = 5 leo] iy ol uSiny - Lasmss
e.g. When I got my degree, I thought, that’s
one in the eye for my old head teacher, who
said I would never get anywhere.
beoneof akind sy o 4,34 4595 0 4y
e.g. As a female engineer who began her
career in 1940s, she was one of a kind.
be one step ahead
o8 bbbl iy s
e.g. Throughout the incident , the hijackers
were always one step ahead of the police.

keep/stay one step ahead

UL Bl 1 | s
e.g. Crop breeders are continuously
developing pesticides to keep one step
ahead of the pests.
be one up on sb/sth
oA e I5ad 8500 ellzas uJ.pr.u..o
e.g. Mario’s just spent a year in the States,
so he’ll be one up on the rest of his English
class.
come one, come all Llesgei
e.g. We can’t just invite some people and
not others, so I guess It’s a case of come
one, come all
from one moment to the next
G s 5T = g1 I i) o s (550Y1)
e.g. The plans are being changed from one
moment to the next.
get/put one over on sb
(&) s V1 e a5 3] Jslmy
e.g. He’s always trying to get one over on
the other members of the sales team.
Juabl 4y b Joms p i

e.g. The company has decided to go one

go one better

better than its rivals by offering free drinks
with every burger.
get it in one! ‘
i s Sillcye = () o s 23
e.g. Don’t tell me. is Anna pregnant again?
‘Got it onel’
have one foot in the grave
Sogall o Lo By fiyme 055
e.g. He’s been telling everyone he’s got
one foot in the grave for years now.
have/keep one eye on sth/sb
ot of Cast C315
e.g. As he listened to the speaker he kept one
eye on the crowd to gauge their response.



one-shot

one-hit
it’s (just) one thing after another one-hit
s ’ .
&l gSl Sy e a one hit wonder P38 i 3] ghireags
If it’s not one thing it’s another Q)J.;—J‘,;Lr:ii.\,l_,‘}..q

e.g. We had our car stolen last week. It’s
one thing after another at the moment.
It’s just one of those things

(RS T S I [ W [ e |
e.g. Everyone gets ill in the winter. It’s just
one of those things.
land/sock sb one .2 0y (B2 piaay
e.g. She just walked up and landed him
one.
on the one hand ... on the other hand

RT3 Y P RPNy PR
e.g. On the one hand you complain that
you're lonely, and on the other hand you
won’t come to parties with me.
() Jins e pasm

e.g. You're not really sick. You’re just

put one over on sb

trying to put one over on me.
there’s more than one way to skin a cat
b S Foiond dig )b 0 J.f.fi’ Jla
e.g- It may be illegal for them to organize a
strike , but they can still show the
management how they feel. There’s more
than one way to skin a cat, you know.
there’s one born every minute
b asns Ay Tl S 3
e.g. He left a window open and then
wondered why he’d been burgled! There’s
one bom every minute isn’t there?’
£0 in one ecar and out the other
SEals . ‘S}qucﬂ_,asiyd‘"-\-{ r)‘f
plazadlpas o5 0Ll
c.g- You know what it’s like when you’re
told a whole list of names. They just go in

one ear and out the other.

e.g. The seventies saw a succession of one
hit wonders who were famous overnight
and then never heard of again.
one-horse
a one - horse race l’i...ou,,qu.a
oy Ggid 5 g oy i) s
e.g. This election has been 2 one-horse
race right from the start.
a onc - horse town Bola s a5y
e.g. Gnafton’s a real one-horse town with
only one grocery store and nothing to do in
the evening.
one-man
a one-man band
el e e Jeadl gk s
e.g. It’s basically a2 one-man band. He
designs, prints and sells the T. shirts himself.
one-night
a one-night stand
ido g saad Lo B A
e.g. I'd rather have long-term relationship
than a seres of one-night stands.
dlﬁ-ao&ujsfy,wlrbi&f .Y
e.g. We're doing a one-night stand in
Durhams on Monday followed by a couple

of nights in Newcastle.
one-shot
one-shot Ay Hlas- | = 5aslg 5 0 Sodmy

e.g. The new current affairs show will be
given a one-short trial on TV next Saturday.
One-to one Jam a1y yases
(Jr s Jrs) 4= ly) amly 5T jased pa
¢.g. The school caters for children with special

needs who require one-to-one attention.



one track

open mind

one track
have a one track mind
5195, Jasie of sguoee Jio ol jass
e.g. You've got to have a one-track mind if
you want to succeed in business.
one-two
a one - two punch
do-ly iy 3 Obdomy Olimman o] O, S
e.g. The weather delivered a one-two
punch to gardeners with unseasonable
freezing temperatures and strong winds.
a4 Jos
e Jas o o Y1 e B gine Dy
e.g. There is a great deal of one upmanship

one-upmanship

among children anxious to wear the most

fashionable clothes.

(to e 1) 5395 033 a3
o als o Y

one-way
a one-way ticket
sy dlse J] g Bl b iy
e.g. Experimenting with drugs is a one-way
ticket to addiction and misery, as far as I am
concermed.
onions
know your onions
e Eyese oF S D pm
e.g. The car salesman certainly knew his
onions, didn’t he?
onwards
onwards and upwards
onward and upward  jais oy pdi $
e.g. She started her publishing career as an
editorial assistant and it was onward and
upward from there.
open
open and shut
b &8y S iy lils iy Jou | Ul Lo
e.g. The police think the case is open and

shut; five witnesses saw the man stealing
the car.
open season

093 any Lasnd ol | b iy ol 59

#st JS b o Lo - gnio 5,3 ¢ 5 4

e.g. Newspaper editors have declated open
season on the royal family.
an open marriage

1 ale 6Ny pLal | o 930 e - 19
e.g. We have an open marriage, but I never
tell my husband about my other lovers.
JUY Grized - Liis

e.g. A science degree can be an open

an open sesame

sesame to a job in almost any field.
be (wide) open to (abuse/ctiticism etc)
HEY s aill Lo 50 0SS
e.g. It’s a position which leaves them wide
open to criticism.
be an open book
Wil oo 53 JS O oo LS - geie LS
2l Olsf « By yne
e.g. Like many film stats, he wants to keep
his private life secret. He doesn’t want it
becoming an open book.
e.g. Sarah’s an open book, so you'll know
right away if she doesn’t like the present
you’ve brought her.
greet/welcome sb/sth with open arms
il st b5 gl ¢ 62 o pasnty o
e.g. I was rather nervous about meeting
my boy friend’s parents but they welcomed
me with open arms.
e.g. Our company greeted the arrival of
the Internet with open arms.

have/keep an open mind

(Sl 5] J3 Jrolist| JS o G5 pus 0F Y



out

operative 285
e.g. Mike might not be guilty . You should the order of the day.
keep an open mind until after the case is take (holy) orders ) CalS ponas

heard in court.

open - minded 3V ply Jie 9
e.g. Many doctors have become open -
minded about alternative medicine in the

past few years.
open - mindedness (Aal1) 3391 dnw
e.g. She will be remembered by her

colleagues for her enthusiasm and open
mindedness .
push an open door
Glge 1w d 1 OY Ugges 15 b o Joass
e.g. The campaigners are pushing at an
open door because most local residents
support their campaign against the new
road.
open-ended
ol oo o 51 i g L 93 g0
e.g. we are not willing to enter into open-
ended discussions.
operative
the operative word
uu,uusw,..i = daad | Vlail | 2l
c.g. He wants more time for his private
life, private being the operative word.
Photographers are not allowed anywhere
near his family.
order
be out of order
Jhns ¢ Jam Yo 2 5f ¢ cmlin L2
e.g. Her behaviour in the meeting was
completely out of order.
be the order of the day
Sl psledl oyl
e.g. For countries undergoing a recession,
large cuts in public spending seem to be

e.g. After his ternible experience he became
vety religious and decided to take holy orders.
other
the other side of the coin
i gal| ol ax gl jauks cilaal oo 5 Vlaryll
e.g. The other side of the coin is that fewer
wotking hours means less pay.
bat for the other side
G Jl 15,0 ] oot o sl
e.g. What about you, Justin? Do you think
he bats for the other side?
wait for the other shoe to drop
e Bas o
e.g. Once a company starts laying off
employees, those who are still working feel
they are waiting for the other shoe to drop.
look the other way Yo, USaa Jalnsi
bo B Jabonsy o elond (gaal | 0
e.g. When one of their own friends or
colleagues is involved in wrong-doing, people
sometimes prefer to look the other way.
Pull the other leg/one (it's got bells on)
OYl 4l b Gawi ¥
e.g. Helen, going rock climbing? Pull the
other one. She can’t even climb a ladder
without feeling sick!
turn the other cheek B syl foas
et S 55 e Y s e pass ol
e.g. Neither nation is renowned for turning
the other cheek.
out
out with it S 090 Juie LAJJ La
e.g- Come on, out with it, Tell us all what
we're doing wrong!
be out of it




out - and - out

own

LY o] 5Lt b cpadi b e yga¥l Rala e
sl ol susd ! 3b o of dgome

e.g. I didn’t feel anything at the moment
my baby was bom, I was completely out of

it by then.

e.g. They were all keen on sports so I felt
Syl p a5t gl jas
bl b e gasmal |
out-and -out HlJl 8L A cae S

really out of it.

e.g. The trip was an out-and-out disaster;

the airline lost our luggage, the hotel was

dirty, and it rained everyday.

2t an b ey 520 4s
rolodlcdgl mla Yy

e.g. I do have a road map but I suspect it’s

out-of-date

out of date. I found out my passport was
out of date the day I was due to travel.
over
over and above

SlBlaYb s, oLl lesydle
e.g. The average family pays 40% of their
income in taxes, and that’s over and above
their mortgage; bills and food.
get sth over and done with
ool sl
e.g. I've made an appointment to have my

get sth over with

wisdom tooth out tomorrow morning. I
just want to get it over and done with.

e gl
e.g. I usually do my homework as soon as

be over and done with

I get back from school so that at least it’s
over and down with.

overboard

2 Gl g ¢ ol gl

e.g. He went completely overboard on her

go overboard

birthday and bought her a diamond ring.

overdrive

go into overdrive

b s 3o g 3l Jam p o
e.g. With her exams only two weeks away,
she’s gone into overdrive and is studying
ten houts 2 day.
be in overdrive A sl Jos > $
e.g. The whole cast of the show was in
overdrive, rehearsing for the first
performance the next day.

own
anown goal  &le (it codan) Jansp gy

a3 3G S5, o W5 S e
e.g. The publishing industry believes that
the new regulations on recycling paper will
be an environmental own goal.
be your own man/woman/person
oA Y ar 09 Slaidsy 4515 dsesy |- 0555
e.g. Despite being the daughter of two
Hollywood stats, she’s very much her own
woman with her own acting style.
be your own master

.L»iuaJ,.h 095 Skl douw 0655

e.g. The big advantage of working for
yourself is that you can be your own master.
i iy (o
G | Aizma g e ly ads J] 5 goms ¢ 4y

be your own worst enemy

e.g. Unless he learns to be more confident,
he’ll never get a decent job. He’s his own
wozst enemy.
blow your own trumpet

Sl les S5 ¢ &__,s‘ilruid.‘ésc.w

(olol L3Sl 5

blow /toot your own horn
e.g. Anyone will tell you she’s one of the
best journalists we’ve got, although she’d
never blow her own hom.

come into your/its own



own

e g b bur by B3L 0SS
e.g. Cars are banned from the city centre
s0 a bicycle really comes into its own here.
Cut your own throat
JS Lol Olle (s 23 2 oyt g
e.g. If she won't take the job out of pride,

she’s cutting her own throat.

do your own thing G pu b s
e.g. You have to give your children a
certain amount of freedom to do their own
thing.

feather your own nest

il lnical | g o ¢ Lgoo gy el Sl Jios
¢.g. What angers him most of all is the
implication that he has been feathering his
own nest.
4l b
e.g. She’s got her own back on her
unfaithful husband by throwing a pot of
red paint over his brand new car.
getyourown way (59l aiis o 2bi, dis
P JOTPREIUN Py 2o

get your own back

¢.g. I wanted to watch a movie but Chris
got his own way and we spent the
afternoon watching the football.
leave sb to their own devices

i b Jais OV 3w il | Lasies any
¢.g. There are four hours of lessons each
moming, and in the aftemoon students are
left to their own devices.
Mind your own business
(¢) (W olls) oo FN0p2  Joas ¥
e.g. I wish he’d mind his own business and
stop telling me how to do my job.

(all ) on your own lao-y A
e.g. She’s been living on her own for the
past ten years.
sae Lo 095 Slicy o 2| Jani .Y
e.g. Dave didn’t have time to help so I
decorated the house on my own.
on your own hook  <bisly| el G,.:M
e.g. Barbara took up painting on her own
hook and developed into a talented artist.
pay sb back in their own coin
gllolay U gl ity Lasn Jolas
e.g. I decided to pay her back in her own
coin and refuse to help her.
play sb at their own game
apsbel Jlanzal jasns o jazs
e.g. If women want to succeed in business,
they have to play men at their own game.
beat sb at their own game
e i Gall | s e canly
e.g. He’s always playing practical jokes on
other people so just for once, I felt I'd
beaten him at his own game.
o o i da
() ol 3 ¢ (- Vil
e.g. He saved his own skin by telling them
his partner had taken the money.

save your own skin

stand on your own two feet dlis o dazas
e.g. I've supported those children long
enough. It’s time they learned to stand on
their own two feet.
tell its own tale

ALl sl 9oV daie gy 5,2
e.g. She may smile in public, but the

expression in her eyes tells its own tale.





