pains

mind/ watch your p’s and gs
ﬂ\,l...llcgl;'l—tb ‘ L;.a‘;oOS
e.g. You always felt as if you had to mind
yout p’s and q’s with Auntie Lil.
pace
can’t stand /take the pace
Ll his cov Jam plill e 006 2
e.g. If he can’t stand the pace he shouldn’t
be doing the job. It’s as simple as that.
set the pace
oY s 0500, s i Jams p3i
e.g. America’s reforms have set the pace
for European finance ministers.
paces
put sb through their paces
ai)lgas wydd e (45 8 pzeny
e.g. This fitness contest will really put the
guys through their paces.
pack
o Lsl par oy pass
(Lo ) b 2 5 50
e.g. For me there could be nothing worse

a pack rat

than living with a pack rat.
be ahead of the pack tdlis o iy
e.g. At this stage in the campaign, the
Democratic candidate is way ahead of the
pack.
packed
be packed like sardines

M o330 (Ao Dan Ly Jlay o 9o 0
e.g. There were twenty people packed like

sardines into a van

packing

send sb packing Joall o 5,k
e.g. There were some kids at the doot
asking for money, but I sent them packing.
page
turn the page ¢ By dor domdop e
wlaad | 05,8 day Tyt 8ok T
e.g. It’s time to put this tragedy to rest and
turn the page to a new and happier chapter
of our lives.
paddle
paddle one’s own canoe
s e dazmy ¢ ol e slaze¥ 109305900
e.g. I decided that it was best not to depend
on anybody else, but to paddle my own canoe.
paid
put paid to
s il aa slad Jaall e Lass Ciy
e.g. A serious back injury put paid to her
tennis career.
pain
be a pain in the arse/backside
(i85sg) o for galian ol o o
be a pain in the ass/butt
srlly G| 2y
e.g. I can’t stand my brother-in-law. He’s
real pain in the butt.
e.g. Getting up for work at 5 am is a pain
in the ass.
be a pain in the neck I g lay s oo
e.g. My little sister won’t leave me alone.
She’s a real pain in the neck
on/under pain of death
(Yl cdls 13]) ©sall syl
e.g. They had been told to leave their homes
by noon on pain of death .
pains
be at pains to do sth



pair

pandora

|:,=.S IS”,uJJ-:c iﬁ-fii.‘.‘.AJAa:g
e.g. The management was at great pains to
stress that there are no plans for closing
down the factory.
20 to/take great pains to do sth
o e 23Ul S, o
¢.g. | went to great pans to get this record
for you
be like painting the Forth Bridge
31 - Yagh By collesy o o2 (mswi 5 - oo
(Forth 445 s JauJl i.x,:uu‘;;: PRErS
- (251 (b oS (555 Bridge)
¢.g. Home improvements are a bit like
painting the Forth Bridge. By the time
you've finished the kitchen, the bathroom
needs decorating and so it goes on.
pair
have a (fine/good etc) pair of lungs
(aSe) 3yl gb Era g2 Jib
e.g. Well she’s got a fine pair of lungs, I’ll
say that for her.
pale
be beyond the pale e 7 5u (G,3)
- ontime — LI et 5i G
e.g. Her recent conduct is beyond the pale.
pall Ol sl Ll o o glll o Wi
cast a pall on/over sth
oty (sT 2 e s Dy gue Iy il o>
e.g. News of her sudden death cast a pall
on the awards ceremony.
palm
grease sb’s palm
i Lol Gl o ] 39 6 ey 25
e.g. Drug barons were greasing the palm
of the chief of police.
have sb in the palm of your hand o pS
(Yol o 038 (5T) aon s o 2l 5383 pasns

have sb eating out of the palm of your
hand
e.g. She’s got her boyfriend eating out of
the palm of her hand.
cross someone’s palm with silver
pol) 21 ki (La et of G1,a) 1545 lams
(p) (ol
e.g. Cross my palm with silver and I'll tell
you something you’ll be pleased to hear.
have an itching palm i el g g
e.g. Don’t trust him. He has an itching
palm and will certainly try to cheat you out
of your share of the company profit.
palm off
b r ST Sy wllae (Lasnz) 2
e.g. I asked for butter, but they palmed off
matgarine on me.
palmy
palmy days oKrQi uh;ﬂl,.ls-,llrl.li
bliiy Jlazry s g ol g jasmsll
e.g. In the palmy days of gold-mining,
many rough and uneducated men became
millionaires.
palsy-walsy
palsy-walsy
le Lalsu ;8 Bliw 8 e Olas
e.g. She’s all palsy-walsy with the boss
these days.
pan
out of the frying pan (and) into the fire
Wl s Las ] e o adlS
e.g. He left one job because of the low
pay, but in his new one he has to work with
unpleasant people-out of the frying pan
into the fire.
pandora
open a pandora box  JS'Lautlais e oy



panic

290 par excellence

e.g. Sadly, his reforms opened a Pandora’s
box of domestic problems.
panic
panic stations = Jl Glge
iy O poadd | o dad gl T ol | 5 Y
e.g. No matter how organized you think
you are one hour before the show starts it’s
panic stations.
hit/press/ push the panic button
g s g Jolaxd ;S5 095 26 oy O pas
e.g. We may have lost the last three games
but we’re not pushing the panic button yet.
pants
catch with his pants/trousers down
pis U gy (] 0 (s 5l Lains) o g
i oo p B S lanz Y|
e.g. The military aircraft were sent out to
attack the weapons factories of the enemy
and succeeded in catching them with their
pants down.
pants
(beat/bore/scare etc) the pants off sb
e X!
e.g. Horror films scare the pants off me.
paper
a paper chase
5 B 6 o 5 o Jalad
e.g. To teceive even the smallest amount
of financial aid from a college it’s a real
paper chase.
a paper tiger ol gasd sl (Bas oo 0
Caaid 0 ouay iusus o glan 5 2
e.g. Will the United Nations be able to make
any difference, or 1s it just a paper tiger?
a paper trail
65 o b jass Jlel ety Gam) Glials 336
e.g. He was easy to find, he left a paper

trail a mile wide.
not be worth the paper it’s/ they’re
printed /written on
4o ol U1 35901 5l ¥ doe o G Lis
e.g. A qualification like that isn’t worth the
paper it’s written on.
On paper
28098 Basdy dygll e buomos 5 5 2
Juidl 1093 39| o i = ailg)] 3
e.g. She looked good on paper but was one
of the weakest interviewees we saw today.
pat
not be up to par
Cn_,l....n_,.& = sbnat | g gzuad 1 O35 0
e.g. His performance yesterday was
definitely below par.  all g5l 095 .¥
e.g. After a sleepless night, I wasn’t quite
up to par.
be par for the coutse
Sl ol Syl gl 5T S
e.g. The minister’s speech lasted an hour
which is about par for the course. i.e. that’s
in the time his speeches usually last.
parade
rain on sb’s parade
G A e oy 55 Jams 55
e.g. I'm sorty to rain on your parade, but
you’re not allowed to have alcohol on the
premises.
pardon
Pardon me for breathing/living! [ de
(4 iy oo il w310 6Y) S Y sl
e.g. If you’re just going to get in my way,
James, can you leave the kitchen? ‘Oh,
pardon me for breathing, I'm sure!’
par excellence
Jlal oo 5laag o s ¢ LU slas 5 o



Parkins’s law

291 party

e.g. China is the destination par excellence
for the young and trendy these days.
Patking’s law oS il Yad azay JasnJ
e.g. If you tell him you want the work
done by tomorrow, he’ll get it done this
aftemnoon, if you tell him next Thursday,
he’ll spend a week on it. It’s Parkinson’s
. .
parrot-fashion

Jedl sy = sladl s
das dguaiall bo ogis ¥ oSy
e.g. When I went to Sunday school we had

parrot-fashion

to recite passages from the Bible parrot
fashion.
part
panandpatcel i),.:,_YfJ,
e.g. Being recognized in the street is all
part and parcel of being famous.
be (all) part of life’s rich pageant/tapestry
(wai,_.,.:)u,b il o s 5
e.g. Having kids certainly causes problems,
but that's all part of life’s rich pageant/tapestry.
be part of the fumiture
ST o 5508 penol o 6180 3 b OLS
Il 5l 5286 Oy = J das ¥ i = O
¢.g. I've been working in this office for so
long I'm part of the fumiture now.
look the part dan) Lualie yasntd| JS2 045
c.g. If you want to get a job as a fashion
buyer, it helps if you look the part.
take sb’s part
(o8 o) ot ¢ il | i
¢.g. For once my brother took my part in
the argument.
takeingoodpart bl b e Jin
e Jama e Jass = skeo Gl 5
c.g. I got angry at him today without

reason. Fortunately he took it in good part.
He knows me well, and realized I was
wotrying about troubles at home.
parting
a parting shot
oAl o Lodis Sdoual | L gis 5,530 dalS
e.g. Her parting shot was, I'm going to
spend the evening with people who
appreciate my company.
the parting of the ways
dls cady JS = il 3,4
e.g. The parting of the ways came after a
series of disagreements between the
manager and the group’s singer.
partner
sleeping partner dyle s,z gl 2
55133 pai ¥ STy JWJL
silent partner
e.g. He was an extremely wealthy man and
she was hoping he might become a sleeping
partner in their new vineyard.
partners
partners in crime LWyl gslS 2
e.g. She’d kept watch and made sure no
one saw us while I actually took the bike so
we were pariners in come.
party
sb’s party piece iy pai Llonias Jos
A Jrl o Jim g oY
e.g. Chris can wiggle his ears. It’s his party
piece.
a party - animal S Nis | gaa oy 0
lita oS 3o J] conds
e.g. She was a real party animal at college. I
don’t remember her ever staying in the evening.
a party pooper
piss on sb’s party




pass

patience

R e "
Py — xs,umr.ue,iq,,.mn,,lﬂw-,m
(p) i s s 452 Jan
e.g. I don’t want to piss on your party but
next week Malc and I won’t be here.
pass
make a pass atsb  Lasd uod ol (ISS
lgna/ana is g, 20 L2 BMe Lol i) e |me
e.g. He made a pass at her at Simon’s party.
past
be past your sell-by date
sell-) o b5 o 00 (gdas = 445436 Y 5 gme
(gladlgzad |+ sl gy, = by date
e.g. There’s plenty of time to have a baby.
I’m not past my sell-by date yet.
be past it Lo dl> 0 gni
e.g. He was a gteat footballer in his day,
but he’s past it now.
I wouldn’t put it past sb
5 0 dnzag ¥ o Ot G g andy Sy Y
e.g. Do you really think he’d go off with
another woman. I wouldn’t put it past him.
pastute
put sb out to pastute  Cass (s J!m) J.:q
ol p Ll o 0mes 4 ST Jasd | e
e.g. He felt he was still too young to be put

out to pasture.

pastures
new pastures wby 3l wiby 4 5y jass
L by sligar by Cadl

e.g. Tom’s off to pastures now. He’s got a

transfer to Australia.

pat
a pat on the back gand S e o
Cj-uo)l'»k_gibl‘qqrﬁ‘}a&d&ow
Sadl sl Lo Il o

e.g. She deserves a pat on the back for

keeping things going while you were away.
learn B b o Jaioy
learn sth down pat
e.g. All the answers he’d learned down pat
for the interview sounded unconvincing.
have sth off pat
(£) (W1 o) sutps 5 liSay s o g2 | i
have sth down pat
e.g. I've given the same speech so many
times I have (= know) it down pat now.
stand pat ety g1 b
sit pat
e.g. Our advice to investors is, stand pat -
the recession will soon be over.
patch
be not a patch on sb/sth
Gylial) amy ¥ = =T o oy &, ladl ol ¥
e.g. It’s a reasonably entertaining film but
it’s not a patch on "Bladerunner."
path
beat a path to sb’s doot
= ans Jolazlly Lo gases dbliad GLas¥l pe LS
el ol e Ogan
e.g. Put that ad in the paper and you’ll have
half the town beating a path to your doot.
Brally Lass fls
e.g. If he ever crosses my path again, I'll
kill him.
paths

cross sb’s path

Baal b ONsliy Olass

e.g. It was a pleasure to meet you. I hope

sb’s paths cross

our paths cross again soon.
patience
the patience of Job/ a saint
sallias = ol o
e.g. You need the patience of 2 saint to be

a teacher.



patter

pecking

patter
the patter of tiny feet
St Jib oo e LS
e.g. I bet it won’t be long till we hear the
patter of tiny feet.
pause
give sb pause for thought
Sl i p acdans = oSil] &y 5 e
e.g. It was a tragedy which gave us all
pause for thought.
pay
hit/strike pay dirt s of Lala Lz Gamy
e.g. She finally hit pay dirt with her third
novel which quickly became a best seller.
pea-brained
pea-brained lar o8 jass
e.g. Take no notice. He’s just a pea-brained
idiot.
pay someone back in his own coin
Slale; LS Lases Jales
e.g. We tumed up half-an hour late for
Jim’s meeting: he always keeps us waiting,
so we thought we would pay him back in
his own coin.
peace
a peace offering
Lo ot Mie Lan yasnt) p i ¢ plaal | 2D
il ey Lo geas- >
e.g. I took Beth some flowers as a peace
offering.
be at peace with life blow liany Gola 0S5
e.g. Sitting on the terrace, looking out
over the olive groves, she felt at peace
with the life.
peanuts
If you pay peanuts, you get monkeys
s LYY e Jans b Judid ] cnis 13

e.g. This company is full of incompetents!

Well if you pay peanuts, you get monkeys.

pearl

a peatl of wisdom g dmaas o] S

(Sal inay L,,..s@-s,wrt_\,-.z..lasu)

e.g. Thank you for that pearl of wisdom,

Jeery. Now do you think you could suggest

something more useful?

pearls

cast pearls before swine  Li  JUI 0
layis ¥ jased plal Liad b Lsl - s ¢ sl

e.g. Giving him advice is just casting pearls

before swine. He doesn’t listen.

pearly

the pearly gates

Lol 1ol — o ead | sl @ad [ J] J5-adi
e.g. I'll meet you at the pearly gates and we
can compare notes.
pear-shaped
go pear-shaped s
e.g. We'd arranged to be in France that
weekend but it all went pear-shaped.

pebble
not be the only pebble on the beach

ip_,u_u.JlusrL‘JI Aol | jamad el
e.g. Laura always expects to get her own
way. It’s time she learned that she’s not the
only pebble on the beach.

pecker
keep your pecker up

Olgnal| by Bl Bla o8 (51 b ol g
e.g. I know things are hard, but keep your
pecker up!
pecking
a pecking order

sl | 5ol = el | dalc) | ol
e.g. There’s a cleatly established pecking



pedestal penny
order in this office. sword.
pedestal put pen to paper LSl Ty

putsb onapedestal  Jb Yju S aia
Ul bl i B 5 € et

e.g. The way her father put her (}n a
pedestal just made her want to behave badly.
opposite knock sb off their pedestal

' Slde o i o Lases iy
" e.g. This recent scandal has really knocked
the President off his pedestal (= shows
people that he is not perfect).
peeping
apeeping tom | sl araze, LS|

oot sl of o oong o L1 )

peg
bring sb down a peg or two

Mo andsy = gasnt 9,8 o 5 ol Jliy
e.g. He’s one of these super confident
types who really needs to be brought down
a peg ot two.
pegged
have sb pegged winds> Jo Lass O a5
e.g. He thinks we’re all taken in by his
charm, but I've got him pegged .
pell-mell
Ao 40 5
e.g. She ran pell-mell down the stairs and

pell-mell

out of the house.

pell-mell pUS 0939 ds p

e.g. Local residents have banded together

to protest about the pell-mell pace of

development in the area.

pen

the pen is mightier than the sword
(oo pXS) i | o (5551 oLl

e.g. Reason is our greatest weapon against

such tyrants. The pen is mightier than the

e.g. | keep meaning to write to her but I
haven’t yet, managed to put-pen to paper.
penny

a penny ante
e.g. We were burgled but they didn’t take
much - just penny ante stuff in the front
office.

a penny for your thoughts

a penny for them ‘,id;u&;clsl
sy gV b - S5 I3lay - sBISe el y el oS
e.g. You are looking very wortied. Tell
me what you are thinking: a penny for
your thoughts.
a penny saved is a penny eamed
Hagis o o |
e.g. I'd advise anyone to put aside a
propottion of their earnings. a penny saved
is a penny earned.
the penny drops b Ll
e.g. It was only when I saw Ron’s car outside.
Penny’s house the penny finally dropped
and I realised they were having an affair.
be ten/two a penny s1.aj a:d = i s3le
e.g. TV. cookery shows seem to be ten a
penny these days.
in for a penny, (in for a pound) Py
Wle JlpeYl e I,,,:Sa_._.ié.\:_,.]al.:sujif_,u.dl
e.g. I've put all my savings into this new
venture. In for a penny, in for a pound.
gl ] orls
e.g. Excuse me, I must go and spend a penny.

spend a penny

penny-wise
be penny-wise and pound-foolish
Olgrind | 8 tamy o i)l Gy

e.g. Janet is penny wise and pound foolish:



people

295

pickle

She buys cheap food and then spends all
her savings on expensive clothes.
people

people who live in glass houses
(shouldn’t throw stones)

Ll LWi04E ﬁgl?JJ‘%OKU
c.g. He spends hardly any money but he is
always blaming others for being mean:
someone ought to tell him that people in
glass houses should not throw stones.
pep
apeptalk .l pontd b S i b
e.g. I thought I'd give the lads a pep talk
before the match.
per capita

¢.g. France and Germany both invest more
pert capita in public transport than Britain.

perch

fall off your perch (ué.:) Sy
e.g. By the time I fall off my perch, Brtain
may well be a republic.

kmock sb. off their perch

038 2pe daow o SLLe o0 et 50
e.g. My boss complains about the mistakes
the employees make, but I knocked off his
perch today by showing him one of his own.
person
about/on your person

it e b Lsne s 2

e.g. She had 2 small tape recorder concealed
about her person.
PCSOnA 00N Grata 4 o gé 0 b dguin jasl
e.g. He published a book criticizing the
war and was instantly declared persona non
grata by the authorities.
pet

(&)g‘i)”ul"'s ))JQ ndna.ﬁJg

sb’s pet hate
sb’s pet peeve Ui la 5 (2 ¢ 11 4 S5 5 2
e.g. Cleaning the bathroom is my pet peeve.
Peter
rob Peter to pay Paul

‘_,.sl);silr.:la ¢ dmad Ggd s W5 e pdie
e.g. Then I'd take out another loan to pay
my debts, robbing Peter to pay Paul.

pew

take a pew sl fads ¢ e
e.g. Come in and take 2 pew.

phrase

coin a phrase

(tdsinne 8316) 55l S s vl il
e.g. He was , to coin a phrase, as sick as a
parrot.
pick
pick and mix
Lilonza b 04SG5 45 o L oy Jaling g ity
4 sz (Sl | &Vows 3 p Ui Pick and mix)
+ (ikssen g 19l oo o L2 O350
e.g. Increasingly students are being given
total freedom to pick and mix different
modules in their courses.
pick up the bill /tab  gaissy el el
e.g. When we go out for dinner, it’s always
Jack who picks up the bill .
e.g. It’s the taxpayer who picks up‘the tab
for all these crazy government schemes.
the pick of sth
ic gases ,_(iuiJ&ég“_,Cr.’yl
e.g. Send in your poems and we will print
the pick of the bunch.
have your pick of sth ody 5 Lo sl
e.g. The plane was fairly empty, so we had
our pick of the seat.
pickle



pick-me-up

piece

be in a (pretty/right) pickle

(p—.’.-ﬁ 85) o i ga 055
e.g. If you run out of money in the middle
of your stay, you'll be in a right pickle.
(+153 o1 1,28) Jiasa s 2
e.g. | needed a pick me up so I stopped at

pick-me-up

a bar on my way home.
picnic
be no picnic

o st ¢ Jaed Lo a5 2L o
e.g. Being a single parent is no picnic.
make sth seem like a picnic
BylEdbing WlS susy Lamo 5T 65V fass
e.g. University makes school seem like 2 picnic.

picture
_ be out of the picture (Lo e §4 220 ;2
cSandr i e oglhdd | ol dndl 2 adl
e.g. Withers is out of the picture with a
leg injury, so Jackson is in goal today. (not
in the mood).
opposite be in the picture 5.l i 2z
e.g. Although Derek has handed over
control of the company to his son, he’s still
very much in the picture.
be the picture of (health/innocence etc)
56 1| 3l dmeall 5, 400
e.g. I can’t believe there’s anything
seriously wrong with him. He’s the picture
of health.
get the picture i gat | o gis
e.g. He doesn’t want her, but he doesn’t
want anyone else to have her, you know?
‘I get the picture’.
paint a (bleak, tosy etc) picture of sth
(W}' L) p s Lnma By 90 s )
e.g. The article paints a bleak (hopeless)
picture of the future.

. keep sb in the picture

put sb in the picture
Syl | b aniar — 5001 il e yasetd Cinas
e.g. Jim had no idea about what was going
on until I put him in the picture.
e.g. I'll be counting on you to keep me in
the picture while I'm away .
picture perfect e siohie 5 Jlas 2
e.g. Cloudless sky, brilliant sunshine. The
weather was picture perfect.
pie
pie in the sky
() ol | (b ] e s sy ol
e.g. Those plans of his to set up his own
business are just a pie in the sky.
piece
be (all ) of a piece
i Gl g pa ptezy
e.g. These ptices are all of a piece with the

quality of the goods.

be a piece of cake

be a piece of piss (i g pols)
LU on o] Joe

e.g. The interview was a piece of cake.
e.g. The test was a piece of piss.
give sb a piece of your mind

G epes i
e.g. I’'ve had enough of him coming home
late. I'm going to give him a piece of my
mind when he gets in tonight.
wlyJu
e.g. I don’t feel there’s anything more I can

say your piece

add now. I’ve said my piece.
take a piece out of sb

r_,l:.- ‘ l.q.!rlsiﬁl.ul‘_’.l&g',...&igm'
e.g. Jill took a piece out of Ben for being
late again.



pike

pieces 297

piéce de résistance who can eat like a pig. and still stay thin.

the piéce de résistance in a pigs’ eye Jemis 3l s 85 2
Lgarms S o f"i-’ g~>1 | e.g. Me,inlove with Sandra? In a pig’s eye

e.g. The piéce de résistance of his act was I am.

to make a car vanish on stage. make a pig of yourself

pieces
go/fall to pieces P b ol
e.g. I kept my composure throughout the
funeral, but I went to pieces after everyone
had gone home.
e.g. After winning the Batish Open last
year, his game has really gone to pieces.
pick up the pieces L2 paamy sr; 2 f:*i‘l
e.g. After Ruth’s death, Joe found it hard to
pick up the pieces and carry on with his life.
pick/pull sb/ sth to pieces
oyeal) Calisgd; aics

e.g. It’s discouraging because every time I
show him a bit of work I've done he picks
it to pieces.
pied a terre
apiedaterte  j Jaaz e Jje ol 12

(@1 2 5l CiruaaS) b L0355 UL
e.g. He has a pied a terre in Mayfair and a
five bedroom house in Dorset.
pie-eyed
be pie-eyed (vu§ n) Ko Ul 30 OIS
e.g. After only two bottles of cider they
were completely pie-eyed.
pig
a pig in a poke e ol bt g
(g) 1 ptladl (s 220)
e.g. Clothes from a catalogue are a pigin a
poke. You can’t feel the quality of the
fabric or know if the clothes will fit.
@A sl plabd | i b iy
e.g. Christine is one of the lucky people

cat like a pig

Sl ol bl 3 b
e.g. I made a real pig of myself at
Christmas so I'm on a diet again.
makes a pig’s ear of sth/doing sth
bsis Jas i 3
e.g. Tim made a nght pig’s ear of putting
those shelves up.
pig’s arse ! W iy snai pis 8 s
(L34 tpole) Jlis Lo Gtoas Y bl 5T UG,
e.g. She told you she was pregnant? Pig’s
atse - don’t believe a word she says.
sweat like a pig (= have liquid coming
out of your skin) a lot
85158 0 05
c.g. I was so nervous, I was sweating like a pig.
pigeon
be sb’s pigeon
4 paaie 5 Jgian S5 rs
e.g. Finance isn’t my pigeon. Ask Brian
about that.
piggy
piggy in the middle
sbod | o STy o5 Lz b b (o iy asnss
e.g. It's awful. They argue the whole time
and I always end up as piggy in the middle.
pigs
pigs might fly

_ pigs can fly

Ggdsdl Joouin o 2 = Cload | Sdowd W
e.g. I'll pay you back on Friday, I promisé.
“Yeah and pigs might fly’.
pike



pill

298 pink

come down the pike.
G b baliaay tumnpike LadSJ HLazs- | (pike)
519wl by o otomy olims pnd Iy o5,
e.g. Malnourished children ate liable to
catch any disease that comes down the pike.
e.g. Five years down the pike, they’ll
probably have a kid or two.
pill
sugar/sweeten the pill
sugar - coat the pill  , all5,,0 o Cdisey
e.g. The government have cut income tax
to sweeten the pill of a tough budget.
pillar
from pillar to post
YO o Jid| J]| o
e.g. After his mother died, Billy was passed
from pillar to post and ended up in a
children’s home.
pillow .
G sl Jo yus
. e.g. She enjoyed most the quiet time they

pillow-talk

spent together after they had made love,
the pillow talk, the shared embraces.

pills

pop pills

(o381 g o 51) o391 g o 5
e.g. Soon she was popping pills again in
an effort to cope with the increasing
pressure of her job.

pill - popping

e.g. As their relationship fell apart, his pill-
popping started to get sedously out of
control.

pin

pin sth on sb s Oluil dags Goali
e.g. The police tried to pin the murder on

the dead woman’s husband.

pin money ssidl e futo lade
Laasntd | aa el b jast)] (g
e.g. She has a part-time job that gives her
pin money for extra treats for herself and
the kids.
You could have heatd a pin drop
(&) ot 15y pes ¢ plad | gS o LS
e.g. Margret’s ex-husband turned up at the
wedding. Honestly you could have heard a
pin drop.
pinch
at a pinch
inapinch Caw Sy ggmaills)s,all Lo
e.g. Will’s car can take four people
comfortably, five at a pinch .
feel the pinch
iblaadl aty ¢ gl ol il aany
e.g. When my father lost his job and we
had to live on my mother’s earnings, we
really started to feel the pinch.
pinch hit
pinch hit wo Yy 5T jased Jam pyis
lo pasmd 19y p ol ¢ sl e 4,46 piad
e.g. He was pinch-hitting for one of the
regular TV sports casters, and was a great
success.
pink
a pink slip Jasd| 5o VB[ olas-
e.g. It was Christmas time when Miller got
his pink slip from the company.
the pink pound
the pink dollar
31 3oy gl U oy 1 5
e.g. Further proof of the strength of the
pink pound can be seen in Brighton, where

there are numerous successful gay clubs.

be in the pink 85la0 oo > B



pins

pissed

e.g. I wasn’t well last week, but I'm back in

the pink, I'm pleased to say.
pink collar
pink-collar 5 LI L pss 4n; =l isthy

e.g. Most women returning to work after
raising children, head for pink collar jobs in
sales and service.
pins
be on pins and needles
((¢) 99 o 46) (3ls
e.g. We’re on pins and needles waiting to
hear whether she got the job.
have pins and needles
yas S Uy2S fazdl jyas (t_) Juas us
Wb saad oy o Sl 3
c.g. I’'ve been sitting on my leg for the last
hour and now I’ve got pins and needles in
my foot.
pipe
a pipe dream
Jemis s g2 ¢ iz OF Sy Yo 2
e.g. The classless society is just a pipe dream.
put/stick that in your pipe and smoke it
ade 8ol 2 1O ga J il Lo i of lle
o thely das b pUSI g b 1 )
(¢) Ll
¢.g. Well, I'm going anyway, so put that in
your pipe and smoke it!
pipeline
be in the pipeline pwEt IPRYETS N
e.g. We have several major property deals
in the pipeline.
piper
he who pays the piper calls the tune
84 gl 5Lzl
e.g. You may not agree with Mr. Brown
but he funded this venture, and he who

pays the piper calls the tune.
pipped
be pipped at/to the post
e 3ol Liglone 5] Llin 565
e.g. I'd have won quite a lot of money but
my horse was pipped to the post.
piss
piss or get off the can/pot
(sss oens) Vg Jas by 4,13 dss
e.g. Make up your mind. It’s time to piss
or get off the pot.
be (out) on the piss
S Sl Jf s Jus ¢ S
e.g. | haven’t seen Phil this morning, I
think he was out on the piss again last
night.
take the piss
(Li5a ale) Lo yaint oo T3 1 iy
e.g. You should wear miniskirts more
often - you've got the legs for them, ‘Are
you taking the piss?’
a piss - take JaSE e by e
e.g. Have I really won or is this a piss take?
piss artist Eyosmrplall oy jasd
w3 anll I3 gay o
e.g. Those so-called multi-media consul-
tants were just a bunch of piss-artists.
cigll phine SL UL § jass ¥
e.g. He’s a nice enough bloke but he’s a
real piss artist.
pissed
pissed out of your head/mind/skull
as pissed as a fart
as pissed a new OlSw c LG fas
Sl $3 e ¢ (Lism iale) () i
c.g. Peter came home from the pub as

pissed as a fart.



piss-up

300 plain

piss-up

couldn’t organize a piss-up in a brewery
e.g. For god’s sake don’t ask Martine to
make the arrangements. He couldn’t
organize a piss-up in a brewery.

(B i) S il
e.g. The party was a complete piss-up

pit
a pit stop

a piss - up

b Uy posbdll o d>lys,
e.g. Clean toilets and 2 nice place to eat
are what drivers look for when they make a
pit stop.
pitch
make a pitch for sth. ¢ 3 aaky « Jg p oo
Gtilay ol g 5] Jploms
e.g. The union made a pitch for a
reduction in wotrking hours.
queer sb’s pitch
st Ji b T pasnt o aniy
e.g. She queered my pitch by asking for
promotion before I did.
pitched
a pitched batde ¢ I3 il ol oz si gl e
e.g. There was a pitched battle between
police and rioters.
place
a/sb’s place in the sun
Jb o apts b Serladiobs J] ey
e.g. After struggling for years to make a

ige ol by

name for himself, he’s certainly earned his
place in the sun.
all over the place S O S S
e.g. There was blood all over the place.
as if you own the place

O | Wl 618y 5515 daty O oay
e.g. He walked into the office on his first

day as if he owned the place.
be outof place o ulio ¥y OISIL Y 2
e.g. A modern building can look out of
place among Victorian architecture.
fall into place
el Lgsli.us)y'ﬁlc.;a,\_ s
e.g. Once I discovered that the woman I
had seen him with was his daughter,
everything fell into place.
If a project is well-planned, everything
should fall into place.
know your place
Of 093 i gamel | o] pazmmal | 3 elay Joiis
ks 5180 31 508 U a5 iy Syl
e.g. I just get on with my job and do as I
am told. I know my place .
put sb in their place s Lasds oo
(o1 i ity s1) Jlaz Vs pazmal | b 610
e.g. She didn’t like my suggestions at all . I
was put firmly in my place, like a naughty
school girl.
scream the place down
s |amy O S ¢ e
e.g. You can scream the place down if you
like, but no one will hear you.
places
go places I‘.\.,» l;.?ls o
e.g. He was such a gifted musician. I
always knew he would go places.
plaguc
avoid sb/sth like the plague
Lasd of lod s 0T 502y Sy o
e.g. I'm not a fan of parties. In fact I avoid
them like the plague.
plain
a plain Jane
g2 I8 Jlasd | o Ui oy 51101



planet

pleased

e.g. If she’d been a plain Jane, she
wouldn’t have had all the attention.
be as a plain as the nose on your face
('..l.xs,:,.:) Hydo = pygha = I’.a?c.al_,
e.g. There is no doubt he’s interested in
her. It’s as plain as the nose on your face.
be plain sailing = e e
¢.g. The roads were busy as we drove out
of town but after that it was plain sailing all
the way to the coast.
planet
be (living) on another planet
Bt iyt ¥ AT oS08 im0 5 LS
e.g. He doesn’t always make much sense.
It’s like he’s on another planet haif the time.
plank
walk the plank  &liby o | o o
e.g. Several cabinet ministers have been
forced to walk the plank following the
govemment scandal.
plate
give/hand sth to sb on a plate
s 253 o Ugandl o L (S
il o 51 993 U gg |
€.g. You can’t expect everything to be
handed to you on a plate. You’ve to make
a bit of effort.
have a lot/enough on your plate
have your plate full
Jaadl i s badl o i€y lasace
e.g. [ don’t want to burden my daughter
with my problems; she’s got enough on her
plate with her husband in prson.
¢.g. Simon can’t take on anymore work.
He’s got his plate full as it is.
platter
give /hand sth to sb on a (silver) platter

o5 093 Dt 45 o Joamy Ui ¢ 15
e.g. If you sell your share in the company
now, you’re handling the ownership to him
on a silver platter.

play
a play on words LWYL ey
e.g. It’s a play on words . I suppose by
calling 2 hairdresser’s ‘A cut above’, that
they were hoping to give themselves a
more sophisticated image.
bring sthinto play a2l 5i Jaall siny
e.g. The best soldiers were not called into
play until, the battle was almost over.
make (a) great play of sth
Pl Gla sad s 23 lslsi 3 Wl
make a big play of sth
e.g. She made great play of ignoting me
when I spoke to her.
make a play for sb
e pe doa i Be o 2y Jylow
e.g. If I wasn’t happily married, I might
make a play for him myself.
make a play for sth ;.2 e Jyaml Jylow
e.g. It was ramoured that he would make a
play for the director’s post.
plea
cop a plea
e.g. The police hoped the men would cop
a plea and testify against the ring leaders in
return for reduced sentences.
pleased
be as pleased as Punch
Lasni Punch) o2 oy e e 0S5
(VLY asad 55 g4te
e.g. How does Stella feel about becoming a
granny? She’s as pleased as Punch.



pledge

pockets

pledge

sign/take the pledge i oJ Sl )&
(~S6) s p WYl sgas = 236 as|

e.g. Why are you drinking Coke? Have you

signed the pledge or something?

plenty -

there are plenty more where they/that

Mo LaYlodn ooy jal| Jlia
(L gl Lo e 03w

e.g. Roger and I split up last month. Oh,

came from

never mind. There are plenty mote where
he came from.
plot }
the plot thickens ( ‘_,Ai‘:)
iadl ) ol Dt siaz

e.g. I had assumed the Irishman who
keeps phoning June was her husband, but it
seems her husband is American. The plot
thickens.
lose the plot alie 4dd) ¢ oo
e.g. I was waking up in the middle of the
night, not knowing who I was or where I
was. I really thought I was losing the plot.
plug
pull the plug (:,L'chi.s oF Lo‘,.‘a") o gy
e.g. If the viewing figures drop much
further, the TV company will pull the plug
on the whole seties.
plughole
go down the plughole

s J2is Jas ol s
e.g. I'll be so annoyed if all my hard work
goes down the plughole just because he’s
too lazy to finish his bit in time.
plum
speak with a plum in your mouth

() 6L ggm = poidl ey 40308 i b ey

e.g. All T can remember is that he was
overweight and spoke with a plum in his
mouth.

plunge

take the plunge  inlow | lghs- iy pniizy
e.g. I've decided to take the plunge and
start up my own business.

plus ¢a change (plus c’est la meme chose)
ol i Lage
i Y US| ol L gal b ol Y iy

e.g. Despite the change in government,

plus ga change

single mothers are still the target of spend-
ing cuts. Plus ¢a change. It would seem.
(8) 1501 ¢ oin Lot | 2]
a poacher turned gamekeeper
L Jany O jased — oyl | ol all|
G Jamy OV yasns
e.g. He used to be the union rep but now

poacher

he’s in management. A case of poacher
turned gamekeeper.
pocket
be in sb’s pocket PO WOPE Y PWE
e.g. The school governors are completely
in the headmaster’s pocket.
be out of pocket

LSy Lo elan iy ¥ = 59ad | I a5
e.g. I'll give you the money for my ticket
now, so you won’t be out of pocket.
dig/dip into your pocket

U345 20 B puai = _‘J:J.b‘_fdfn

e.g. Parents of young children have to dig
deep in their pockets at Christmas time.
pick sb’s pocket Jeu
e.g. You'd think you'd feel something if
someone tried to pick your pocket.
pockets
line sb’s pockets icy,te b 4k 49 Doy



pole

poetic

e.g- There’s to be an investigation whether he took the money or not.

following allegations that the money raised point-blank

is lining the pockets of officials. at point - blank range

line your (own) pockets S 50 o 55b 5 Le e sl
iy 5 b Gy 398 e fuass | e.g. The killers walked into the bar and

e.g. Sharp resigned after allegations that he shot him at point-blank range.

had been lining his pockets during his time
as company director.
live in each other’s pockets
Jeob s o Dyt l ples Lasez 530

e.g. I don’t think it is healthy the way these
two live in each other’s pockets.
poetic

s gmad | L3lany a1 6] ag Y1 3 s
e.g. There is a kind of poetic justice in the
fact that the country responsible for the
worst ecological disaster this century is the
one suffering most from its effects.
poetic license e malsyy all

Gl = (2SI 3) Byl s Yl O sl
e.g. It’s obvious the writer was using a
certain amount of poetic license (licence)
because the route she mentioned has been
closed for 50 years.
po-faced
po-faced

3339 by baljall gzis 5 agry jass

e.g. The po-faced librarian refused to let
me in without my card . Why does she

always look so po-faced?
point
point blank 3.>|J..A5‘O|”>_,is_i’03:

e.g. He locked himself in the bathroom
and refused point blank to come out.

point blank >l
e.g. You'll have to ask him point blank

the point of no return

oy g | akans ¥ il i ge W | dais
e.g. And although I was bored, I'd already
spent so much time doing the research for
the novel that I felt I'd reached the point of
no return.
be beside the point

gyesdbd oV gyl e ool

e.g. lan’s a nice guy but that’s beside the
point. He doesn’t have the right experience
for the job.
miss the point t‘,.b,dl‘_,iibis'..aiﬂsd:,é
e.g. I think you've missed the point . It’s
not the moaey that’s the problem, it’s the
fact that she’s not consulting him when she
spends it.
poison
what’s your poison?

(256) (et} o o) 0,500 225 Bole
e.g. It's my round. What’s your poison?
poisoned
poisoned chalice o oshe S

Lompnn B> - (Chalice = 3,31 WIS) wisi>
e.g. The leadership of the party turned out
to be a poisoned chalice
a poison-pen letter ¢ Las] O30 ol

pwme ol = o] o w1 I (s
e.g. After he was convicted, his family
received a number of poison-pen letters.

pole
be in pole position Gl b 5 gill 2hais o |



poles

304

possession

e.g. The States are in pole position to win
the championship this year.

I wouldn’t touch sb/sth with a barge pole
das e o G| Lo g2 ol jasnt o oo il o)
I wouldn’t touch sb/sth with a ten-foot
pole

e.g. If I were you, I wouldn’t touch that
property with a barge pole.

poles

e.g. My sister and I are poles apart in

be poles apart

personality.
political
a political football
Lilive O 31 oy dlond | Uy Ly, S0
‘..4...553 Lyaai L5, Jlamlly
e.g. We won’t want the immigration issue
to become a political football.

politically
politically correct NORpC P E L PORE S
3 ol Lilsead | bz Y1 o1 5 Ll J] ¢ i
Lol ol L]

e.g. I noticed that he never refetred to her
as his girlfriend, preferring the politically
correct term "partner”.
polls
go to the polls (olela'.:iilu.i) Sl Cady
e.g. The country will go to the polls on 6t
June.
pomp
pomp and circumstance
() Oledkony Vo ¢ o8 Sl |
e.g. The royal visit was accompanied by all
the usual pomp and circumstance.
poot
a poor man’s sb/sth
Y Sty B2 of By e Lased 4y 5 g2 o jasez

6b ol iy alie — L)l b ayyley
e.g. He was only ever a mediocre singer.
They used to call him ‘the poor man’s
Frank Sinatra’ .
ST ns 3 5l s
Byliad b ey 5 o5 o Land opa Lol
e.g. Video, once seen as the poor relation

a poor relation

of cinema, is now a major source of revenue
for film companies.

be as poor as church mice 1,42 & Ul 3
e.g. When we fitst got matried, we were as

poor as church mice.

pork

pork barrel ujcaL’-)L.pL,L_,iaJlrl,.S
lelal o Ol 3 ik diain
e.g. He was critical of these new expensive
job programs as just a form of pork barrel.
port
a port of call
e iy o L3 4d e Ol
e.g. Our first port of call was the delightful
town of Bruges.
Any port in a storm M_gihmgiuj
Qs 45 oS5 W o e Ol sl ae b s
e.g. I don’t even like him very much, but I
had to move out of my flat and he offered
me a place to stay. Any pott in a storm, as
they say .
possessed
like 2 man/ woman possessed-
iogme S8 o] Ll 790 Slias (0S8 G ge D o
e.g. He’d lost the tickets and was running
round the house like 2 man possessed.
possession
possession is nine-tenth of the law
llasd ] = L5 xSl ins 58 o 4| ooy
5k | 5a



possum

power

e.g. It would be hard to ask for the piano
back after they’ve had it for so long.
Possession is nine-tenths of the law and
all that .
possum
play possum
AT asms g lasd ogadl sl padl ally

e.g. I don’t think he’s really asleep. He’s
playing possum.
postal
go postal iiay s gl 5y s

las Ol5e 3 Lol aland
e.g. When she heard she’d been fired she
went postal and started throwing things

around the office.

posted

keep sb posted

(agall 3 09) 290 s ol o L Jans
e.g. Keep me posted on anything that
happens while 'm away.

post-haste

post-haste (o) Sas o g~t

e.g. A letter was dispatched post-haste to
their offices.
pot
the pot calling the kettle black

Clily Wy 20y o008 (0 4 Loy il a0
e.g. Blliot accused me of being selfish.
Talk about the pot calling the kettle black.
8o to pot ks
¢.g. My diet has gone to pot since the
holidays.
not have a pot to piss in

(ssds) @l il o LS

e.g. Any help we can offer them will be
appreciated. They don’t have a pot to piss in.
take a pot shot

Cul slex e dalks il Lases sz,
e.g. As the director was finishing his
speech, he took a pot shot at their nival’s
lack of prnicples.
take pot luck 093 dlle (o as Loy ylows

Vol laia o 201 1in O 13] 26,00

e.g. I took pot luck at the airport and just
got on the first available flight.
throw sth into the pot L5Lal) by ga - 55
e.g. I think we’ve had enough talk on
education. Does anyone have anything else
they want to throw into the pot?
pots
ssdl
e.g. They've got pots of money but they

pots of money

never spend any of it.
pound
your pound of flesh

Sl hioss ol gl ol
e.g. His boss demanding his pound of
flesh, made him come into work even
though his daughter was seriously ill.
powder
a powder keg (keg = Jos,)

Soghasd | gea B 005 iy 5 i ge

e.g. We left just before the revolution,
realizing that we were sitting on a powder keg.
keep your powder dry
szl wdy 3 oS = o oo s Y Maazs oS
e.g. All you have to do is keep your powder
dry and await orders.
take a powder

s o O e i, Gy
e.g. He saw the police coming and took a
powder.
power

the power behind the throne



powers 306 price
Sl s e 5o & pall s9dll | of course.

e.g. In his later years, the chairman’s ptetty

daughter was the power behind the throne. pretty is as pretty does

do sb. a power of good
e.g. That walk in the fresh air did me a
power of good.

Lo 5806 14

more power to your elbow
qu ‘ .‘JI-L!\..A-L-

e.g. I've decided to set up my own business,

more power to you

Good for you . More power to your elbow.
powers
the powers that be

Ggme i STy das @l dald ] (Y1 ol
e.g. It’s up to the powers that be to decide
what should be done next.
ool

e.g. You can’t expect to become a brilliant

practice makes perfect

dancer ovemight, but practice makes perfect.
oy Lo Jads
e.g. I would have more respect for him if

practise what you preach

he practised what he preaches.

praises
sing sb’s/sths praises odasmy peamy
e.g. Mat seems happy enough in Brighton.
He’s always singing its praises .
prayer
not have a prayer
e.g. She hasn’t a prayer of winning the
competition.
presence
present company excepted
present company excluded

(8) ool | o Ity ¢ (ool | 4 izl
e.g. People just don’t know how to dress

in this country, present company excepted

= JS Jlan Y ilasd | Jlas Wb 5 el |
(]..,,.ﬁ oy Jeill b Jlaand|
e.g. She’s very pretty, Yes but pretty is as
ptetty does. I haven’t been ternibly impressed
by her manners.
not be a pretty sight S| Laoy o 4]
e.g. First thing in the morning, he’s not a
pretty sight.
cost (sb) a pretty penny
() ool o op s phos
e.g. The diamond ring must have cost him
a pretty ‘penny
prevention
prevention is better than cure
an ounce of prevention is worth a
gl e - L6y
e.g. More advice is needed on how to stay

pound of cure

healthy because as we all know prevention

is better than cure.

price

W o ik il = il

e.g. Forged passports are available at a price.
ol iy Y

e.g. Progress has been achieved, but at a

at a price

price. Many who wotked on farms and in

factories are now without jobs.

at any price o sl

e.g. We want peace at any price.

pay the price 4w Lo Jls - atl] aits
Gl s e Dlis e

e.g. I have paid the price for working

nonstop. My health has suffered.

what price (fame/success/ victory etc)

aelass o galas ¥ Layy = i 015 48 opo asii Ln



production

pricks 307

(u.:l I) blas o) a prime mover
e.g- What price victory when so many yde (g 20 Tay g8 35i J jasd
people have died to make it possible. e.g. He was a prime mover in developing a
pricks new style of customer-friendly bookshops
kick against the pricks in the UK.

(Jai ,_...:) hlJl e >,az
. e.g. People in this country tend to follow
‘mtheg'dnn lead. It takes courage to kick
against the pricks.
pride
pride comes before a fall
pride goes before a fall . aJLiul;)laadl
J2il Jl oot a9 Al s il J 38
¢.g. Just because you did well in your
exams doesn’t mean you can stop working.
Pride comes before a fall.
have/take pride of place sliall O
¢.g. Bella’s show-jumping trophies take
pride of place in the display cabinet.
give sth pride of place
e.g. Works by contemporary artists are
given pride of place in the exhibition.
swallow your pride S, e Jils
e.g. Swallow your pride and call your
daughter to tell her you’re sorry.
prim
ptim and proper
3 98 b U0 az pehall Gt 3l yains
e.g. I can’t quite imagine Ellen drinking
pints of beer. she’s very prim and proper.
prima donna
a prima donna
:}J..a.i[, ;,i,..ni = Js¥I gl
e.g. It was my job to take visiting authors
out to dinner before they gave their talks
and some of them were real prima donnas.

prime

Prince charming P S
e.g. How much time have you wasted
sitting around waiting for Prince charming
ta appear.

print
the fine small print dosey 950 Sds D90

33 Joolis o g9hS i
e.g. Never sign a contract until you have
tead the fine small print.
prisoners
take no prisoners
ol seasilelnOyy »U..L,.u...ulsw
e.g. When Eric’s anger is aroused, he takes
no prisoners.
prizes
no prizes for guessing
Jins W Jgue eaind [ 01 Ly
e.g. No prizes for guessing who Neil wants
to ask to the party.
prodigal
the prodigal son
CJ’CJ"’J&J]:‘“ _,iq..dl_,u’]lé-gi]l&*“
Sl 3l = Gl sle o3 2ol
e.g. Manchester city football club sees the
return of the prodigal son tonight with Black
once again in the team after a season away.
production
make a production (out) of sth 4§ i
(8) Bl o Jams = wiii 6 Jos Gygn
e.g. If you ask Tom to do anything, he
always makes such a production of it that
you wish you’d just done it yourself.




program 308 public
program of doom.
get with the program 1,40 [ Ji: | proportion

Lt | g5l — Jym(;“dﬂq (T
e.g. They've been playing the same old
music for ten years or so . It’s time to get
with the program.
promise ‘

promise (sb) the earth Jeomznad by a5
e.g. He had promised her the earth but
five years later, they were still living in the
same small house.
promised
the promised land
(e o ol Lin ) g gl Y1
e.g. America was the promised land for
many immigrant families.
promises
promises, promises!
(Lol ¥ SU5) oges ¢ 3459
e.g. Honestly, I will call you back this time.
‘Promises, promises!’.
proof
the proof of the pudding (is in the eating)
O ez Gy § pond | = Gzl byl |
e.g. I've read the proposal and it looks
promising but the proof of the pudding is
in the eating.
proper
good/right and proper
L3Ny Lol | J geia
e.g. There is a long-held assumption that
motherhood is the right and proper path
for a woman to take.
prophet
a prophet of doom s 5| 55 ¢ Ls s 3 L2zl
e.g. My father is convinced that this venture
will fail , but then he’s always been a prophet

blow sth. out of (all) proportion
irerl | aam o ol Y Loy 4 Wls
e.g. They had a minor argument in a
restaurant but the press have blown it out
of all proportion, speculating about divorce.
ptos
the pros and cons
waeally Llall ¢ ade Ly d L
e.g. We’ve been discussing the pros and
cons of buying a house.
protest
protest too much Ol S lps
(o o) wilias oLt OBy o g g0
e.g. He constantly denies there is any
autobiographical input in his novels, but
does he protest too much?
proud
do sb proud
ol 2l plabadl e dy50 iy 8150,85 0
e.g. We had a lovely lunch, Rosemary did
us proud.  jluad | llan) &l izis BLi| Jros ¥
e.g. Once again the armed forces have
done us proud.
pub
a pub crawl
il e OUl- 33 e 305
e.g. I thought we might go on a pub crawl
tonight.
public
public enemy number one
salandl gis = alandlan S5 g2 o jasnd
e.g. Inflation has been public enemy
number one for this government.

be in the public eye
Ossiale| b ey ciomaal | B i Sy s



pudding purely

e.g. It’s not always easy being in the public be punch-drunk Ldaallcadly jats

eye. S Yad 101 LaS) oo By dny L3 ¥

pudding (i1 e il o fuad | 3 Yo O glems

be in the pudding club e.g. Social workers ate punch-drunk from
('..1 5 ﬁ...:) Jo= Gi 8 ) the criticism they have received in recent

e.g. Tina says Karen’s in the pudding club. months.

over-egg the pudding punches

0dd J] bl o (Il i 6 2 pemoes WS not pull any punches

e.g. As a director, I think he has a tendency
to over-egg the pudding, with a few too
many gorgeous shots of the countryside.
pulp
beat sb to a pulp
e Lol ola o> lass o
e.g. He was beaten to a pulp in a back
street and left to die.
pulse
quicken your/the pulse ¢ || §
abezaliy] of 550t o] pasn o
e.g. There’s nothing in this book to
quicken the pulse.
pump
prime the pump
1o g Y s Ylgal
e.g. European governments and banks are
priming the pump worldwide looking for
alternative energy.
punch
beat sb to the punch
s oo b AT Lt G
e.g. I was thinking of applying for that job
but Carol beat me to the punch.
pack a punch
SJ?L:.JI,iJl:iH ae Ol 4 as oS
e.g. He’s a big guy. I should imagine he
can pack a fair punch.
punch-drunk

m,.:,ic,, 093 Bl (IS
c.g. This man doesn’t pull any punches. 1
wouldn’t like to get into an argument with
him.
roll with the punches
aw gl JS Ll Jasms e (1316095
e.g. The poor woman has been jeered at
and threatened with her life, but she just
rolls with the punches.
pPuppy
puppy fat
09,50 be Lpadiis jlnall JUb YT wis Liaws
e.g. He’s a little overweight but that’s just
puppy fat.
puppy love Gt iley)
09,8 bikis ey o3 pieal | L2
e.g. At a time I was sure I would marry
him when I grew up, but of course it was
just puppy love.
pute
be as pure as the driven snow  Lals- o1
e.g. How dare he criticize me for having an
affair? He’s not exactly as pure as the
driven snow himself.
purely
purely and simply
83U 8l ais W ibly IS
e.g. They closed the museum purely and

simply because it cost too much to run.



purple 310 Pytehic
purple jungles.
purple prose pushing

e.g. Despite occasional passages of purple
prose, her latest novel is still very readable.

putse

hold the purse strings

Lediad | pT Aslall 3 IS0 3 (Soms
e.g. In our house it was my mother who
held the purse strings.
loosen the purse strings

ST o950 oy

e.g. We shouldn’t expect the Chancellor to
loosen the purse strings too much in the
Budget.
push

at a push Liall jan,
e.g. I could finish the job by Friday- Ata

push, Thursday after noon.

give sb the push Jaadl g 3y
e.g. After twenty years’ loyal service, they
gave her the push.

get the push Jeadl oo 3,k A

e.g. I hear Nick got the push from the
brick works last week.
RO

e.g. They’d only been seeing each other for
two weeks when he gave her the push.
if /when push comes to shove

BYTY] r,t:.? (PRTTS
e.g. Look, if push comes to shove we’ll just
have to sell the car.
pusher
a pen pusher
a pencil pusher 1o.gs 3 Jas Janspods o0
e.g. He’s a frustrated desk bound pen
pusher who dreams of trekking through

be pushing up (the) daises (u‘&:) gy
e.g. It won’t affect me anyway. I'll be
pushing up the daisies long before it happens.
put
put sb off their stride
put sb off their stroke ;¢ jass i il
e ol Gl | Juay = wiiy ¥ gz alas
e.g. When I'm playing chess, the slightest
noise can put me off my stride.
put it about
(s ol pn 1 gt i BN s Y
e.g. She’s been putting it about a bit
recently, hasn’t she?
o o 0318 HLsi s Y
e.g. Her rivals put it about that she was
responsible for the crisis.
&Sl ol Jan | L)
e.g. You keep saying you’te going to ask

put up or shut up

her out. Well, put up .

putty

be putty in your hands ¢4 sl o 055,
O WSIPT PYPPH | S PR POVTO 3 - NS

e.g. He can’t say no to her. He’s putty in

her hands.

put-up

a put-up job and ¢ las- Uylows

e.g. At the time he seemed honest enough,

but later, after I'd given him the money, I

realized it was a put - up job.

Pyrrhic

a Pyrrhic victory Lowad| gy ¥ jeal

e.g. Winning the case may well prove to be

a Pyrrhic victory as the award will not even

cover their legal fees.





