account

A a

-e Wl J Y
j‘»‘“u.’ld_,‘ﬂy
e.g. This book tells the story of Charles
Dichens’ life from A to Z

get/gofrom At B 1 JIOKs e Jy
e.g. When going on an errand, I try to

FromAtoZ

work out the quickest way of getting from
AtoB. Ll JI4 1l b o U gel] Jita
ABC
e.gas easy/simple as ABC 7 ¢ o | 4 gy
about-face
an about face olinn . SIS 0l ns
55135 (¥) St lolons ¥ 1 g 1gad Sl (1)
(3Lt oyl slowsly WA+ O3y 5 S o)
JotS i (£) LS laad i | J] Ol (¥)
Byl ol ol gy b
e.g. In an about-face on the moming of his
trial, the defendant changed his plea to guilty.
above
above board W) PO - VIR P
c.g. They say that he accepts brbes, but I
have always found him to be honest and
above board
above water
keep one’s head above water
SOlgeall iy WL iy
e.g. We had many heavy losses, but so far
we have kept our heads above water
above and beyond (something)
(5420 OIS oo 5T
c.g. The support given to us by the police
was above and beyond what we could
bave expected.

B85 LS Lo T
absence
absence makes the heart grow fonder
sl 45 sladl
accident
an accident waiting to happen
Ggasdlelay e USts o] Wil
accidentally
accidentally on purpose
(a1 Joe o) Taasy Basally
e.g. If I acadentally on purpose. I forget to
buy you a present you know I am broke
accidents
accidents will happen &g | pis Lo [y
e.g. Oh well, accidents will happen. I can
always buy another bowl.
Achilles’ heel Cinnal | dadi
e.g. His love of gambling was his Achilles’
heel so in spite of his wealth, he lost all his
money
accord
of your own accord 4 WS _ubisly) Gb
e.g. She left of her own accord, I didn’t tell
her to go
account
be brought/called to account ., e
e.g. Since they are responsible for the
crime, they should be brought to account
Tayr) paoge of ailslans s WY oy L)
(S
on 'somebody’s' account «laal_ alo-f -
e.g. I made this cake on your account
on your own account
"y e - lilandy tlisy G Juns”
on no account must/should sb do sth
(Gl p gias) Lo Jam p Ll (Kas e s Y

e.g. On no account must the contents of



accounting

action

this document be shown to any other person.
take sth/sb into account Ol § is-b
take account of sth/sb

s e lal e s Lol s
e.g. They will take her age into account
when they are judging her work.
Gnzis ol o 1] oSay ¥

e.g. There’s no accounting for taste.

accounting

ace
590V o e W1 ans Zeall 3 s 0 B
5,iJluJ:-iJI.aJ|oI,,,._..:llu.5Ju:..:,
an ace in the hole Lises > (1)
SLadl sl sandl s jn () poslf die fansad
pa de endiad Llani,
e.g. The defence lawyer had a photograph
which showed that his client was overseas
when the crime had been committed: It was
his ace in the hole.
(have/keep) an ace up one’s sleeve
Ll JIBy g | i 39| La)
come within an ace of sth/doing sth
ST
be within an ace of sth/doing sth
adll oo el 43 045
play your ace Gyl J1 3, g)b cnls

aces
have/hold all aces
L..gIJJIJIJ_,YIJSgLUm_ujrSa::
e.g. In the battle between the two political
parties, the labour party seems to hold all

the aces.

acid

an acid test Jrads sl o ldl 1 O lonzeY |
53l e 4ol

act

a balancing/juggling act

03192l | Gaiows - 03520

e.g. It is so exhausting for a working
woman to perform the balancing act
between work and family.
act/be one’s age
o o 3] e o0 08 ey

e.g. Don’t behave in that childish way: act
your age.
be a hard/tough act to follow

atlis of Lelta 3g0my s i 598
e.g. The new minister knows his
predecessor is a tough act to follow.
e.g. He was trying to open the safe but the

catch sb in the act

police caught him in the act
clean up your act

(£213 o85) S ke o (pmint - 4 gl B 2
e.g. There’s a very strong anti-press feeling
at the moment. A lot of people think it’s
time they cleaned up their act.
acta part s 135
get your act together

(s i) bl iz 95

e.g. You'd better get your act together and
start looking for a job.
getinontheact gley,te b sYlas
e.g. We ran a successful local delivery
business until other local companies started
trying to get in on the act.
action
Jasll 5o (3T) Jlons

e.g. I'm afraid the washing machine is out

be out of action

of action

put sth out of action Jlae| by
e.g. The pouring rain has put many
vehicles out of action. .

put sb out of action ;e Uases fi a3 Jlaey

e.g. An accident put him out of action for



after

actions
weeks. brilliant her children are.
a piece/slice of the action add
(£ o) gl 0 52 coasis | add insult to injury IR IY

e.g. New research has proved that the new
drug is effective, everyone wants a piece of
the action.

actions
actions speak louder than words

r)lill;,‘d,zi 9l i JlsYI
e.g. They have made all sorts of promises
but as we all know actions speak louder
than words.

across
across the board

B k5 09> geand| o - JSI1 e
e.g. The wages of everyone in the factory
were raised ten percent across the board.
P YRR I
e.g. We always invite people across the way

across the way

in for a dunk on Saturday evening.
acquired
an acquired taste
3l 3 ok 2 eaSa (393
Adam
not know sb from Adam
(B3 ]) 605 ¥ 5T 0,21 093 oyo 4b 05 Y
e.g. Why should I lend him money? I don’t
know him from Adam
ad hoc r,hs&l.&,:i.,,i»_,iigl_,.:;i@,h,
e.g. He doesn’t charge a set amount for his
work but negotiates fees on an ad hoc basis.
ad infinitum
Gy bl iy Ll YL J) - JsYI )
e.g. Her list of complaints went on and on
ad infinitum.
ad nauseam iles %, » s Hadl Jf 960526
e.g. She talks ad nauseam about how

e.g. We shall never invite these people
again - First, they arrived late and then, to
add insult to injury, they criticized the food!
Addle
addle someone’s wits
ke dn oy i3 el S0 0y pasnd] aoy
e.g. Being alone in the house so much
seems to have addled my wits. I keep
making the most stupid mistakes.
ado
much ado about nothing
gl 09 (oWl o) ¢ o2 ¥ e in
e.g. People have been upset about the
seating arrangement at the party. but I
think it’s all much ado about nothing
without further/more ado
JS Les 9l f.b sloss b i Oso
e.g. And so, without further ado, let me
introduce you to tonight’s speaker
afraid
be afraid of your own shadow
oo Gl
e.g. She is cowardly. She is the kind of
person who’s afraid of her own shadow
after
after a fashion l‘i)_,.\dg_dl,i._n_iuh
e.g. "Has the new secretary typed the
report?” Well, after a fashion; I'll have to
have some parts typed again".
after all’s said and done
Slaedl gy 2 S dsl ey
e.g. His last play was terrible, but, when
all’s said and done, he’s still a very good

writer



again

aid

after someone’s blood
SBIL A Yy Ll Ol | e
e.g. Your girl friend is after your blood
because you didn’t keep your appointment
with her.
after one’s own heart il jass
A ey balazaV |y - el |
e.g. My new neighbour is a man after my
own heart: he also likes walking and
fishing, so we often go out together.
again
again and again/time and time (again)
01,85 [,
e.g. I've told the children again and again
not to play football near the main road
against
against the clock/against time
AP Gl - ers (a5 2dea Jaal
e.g. Saving the patient’s life was a race
against time; he had only three hours to live
(g0) against the grain L il Ly S uas
ade o gai
e.g. 'm afraid I’ll have to speak harshly to
him, although it goes against the grain.
against one’s will APy 1%
e.g. You should never force your children
to do things against their will
age
come of age Liglal ol pls
agenda
at the top of the sb’s agenda
high on sb’s agenda
st by o = 5,Sio r s Y
e.g. The government has put education at
the top of its agenda

a hidden agenda il |

e.g. Every thing was perfect and there was
no hidden agenda to cut jobs.
on the/sb’s agenda
dlw%!ld;.s?usc).u Y
(opposite) off the agenda
Ol (3 o - p g2 sal | 25
e.g. Foreign travel is off the agenda = (not
going to happen until political conditions
imptove.)
set the agenda o le gud gt [ iy
Jle Yl Ui i - Lol
agog
all agog (with excitement)
(o) B3ladl b cyo g Laal WL
e.g. When they discovered that a famous
film star was in town, the children were all
agog with excitement.
agony
pile on the agony
(o1 o) aaitd | yed 131 3 WL
e.g. He was really piling on the agony,
saying he lost his father and his job.
ahead
be ahead of the game
prtise - oo | oo Wlom 3 05S5
e.g. I've finished all the wotk for today,
and I've actually done some of the jobs for
tomorrow: it’s nice to be ahead of the game
for a change.
sSdmad | e gal | T 3yl |3

e.g. He must have arrived ahead of time:

ahead of time

he was not expected until this evening.

ahead of one’s time Sl g aslej G
aid
what's sthin aid of? U3 ;) g5aell Le

S iely S| s = (Yo
e.g. | heard the shouting from the othet side



air

alert

of the building. What's was that in aid of?
aide-mémoire 2 9Sa s o diyge
(i,‘..,u:..a) 351 debn i 50
e.g. I write notes to myself and put them
on the board. It serves as an aide-mémoire.
air
be floating/walking on air
olacd | )3 e s
e.g. When the princpal told me I
succeeded, | was walking on air.
be in the air gl il ges
e.g. There was excitement in the air as
people gatherd round TV’s to hear the
proclamation of peace
e.g. It is getting cooler. I get the feeling
that change is in the air
(al2y) Coys Jlowd 1 Jut G g
clear the air
bl o W s sl ol | iy
e.g- The meeting didn’t solve anything, but
at least it cleared the air.
S0 ol e i
e.g. I may be going to England but it’s still

be up in the air

up 1n the air.
bt is g,

e.g. This sum isn’t something we’ve just

pluck sth our of the air

plucked our of the air, we've done a detailed
study of the project.
air one’ grievances

Glpi S8 - sl s s
e.g. The factory manager called a meeting
of all the workers, so that they would have
a chance to air their grievances
airs
airs and graces ol la als b
e.g. It’s no good putting on airs and graces
with me. | knew you when you were a

workman.
airy-faisy £ o - s i - JU
(g1s o) I
e.g. She’s talking about buying an old
castle. It sounds a bit airy-fairy to me.
alacarte 05 pahs jplabdl Ll g 2l
by,40) | menu LWL, el
e.g. I don’t know whether to have the set
menu or go a le carte.
Aladdin
an Aladdin’s cave
Lyl am ol 1 b JS 40K
e.g. We found a shop that was a real
Aladdin’s cave of beautiful antiques.
Lol e
e.g. Women trousers are a la mode this season.
alarm
set (the) alarm bells ringing
Al il Gy
e.g. Symptoms which should set alarm
bells ringing are often ignored by doctors.
ring/sound alarm bells ShasJb i
e.g. The call for war in the middle east
should ring alarm bells throughout the world.
alarm bells start to ring
G yilly Blall ge, 4,
e.g. Alarm bells started to ring when I
found out he has no proper job.

a la mode

albatross
albatross round/around your neck

£33 255 b (o3l oms) omild Il 6 2
e.g. The company that he founded in the
eighties is now an albatross around his neck
making losses of thousands a year.
alert
be on full/red alert

pU Sl Dl 3 sl 1 ial e



alfresco

be put on full/red alert (54 1) ,lizznl
e.g. The army was put on red alert as the
peace talks began to break down.
ol - gl e gl 3
e.g. We ate alfresco under the trees.

alive sl A3 e
be alive and kicking & gy imal 146 5
e.g. She said she had seen her old father
last week and he was alive and kicking.

alfresco

be alive and well rrlis gs
e.g. Despite ramours to the contrary,
feminism is alive and well.
be alive with sth

8 il 1 2 05 3y il
e.g. Don’t sit thefe. the grass is alive with ants.
eat sb alive anl 548 e ide Lai
e.g. If we get our facts wrong, we’ll be
eaten alive by the press.
skin sb alive > yayoil> plur O 3 LS
e.g. My father will skin me alive if I'm late.
all
all in all :-U.ZJS&‘P&._,IL,_ZJBJS&
e.g. Allin all we can say the symposium
was a success.
all along cigll liaJdgb - bt Jgb e
e.g. We thought he was our friend, but he
was betraying us all along.
all along/down the line b4
e.g. The speaker defended the

government’s polices all along the line.

all and sundry otsst-istf
e.g. They invited all and sundry to their
parties.

all but = almost g A

e.g. I thought he was lying, and I all but
told him so.

all day/night long podldsb

e.g. The rescuers worked all night long to
save the trapped miners.
e lo 0BT alS - Golas iy

e.g. He was all ears when he heard his name

all ears

mentioned by the woman at the next table.
all ends up (Completely) Cilg
e.g. The champion was beaten all ends up
by the young contender.
all fingers and thumbs & 9..0135;lgat | a2y
e.g. When I intend to mend something, my
fingers ate all thumbs/I am all fingers and
thumbs.
all found
(i ll il 3) JalSIL i el - Olai 09

e.g. His army pay was 20 pounds a week
all found.
all for the best

(Jll) (dsabuanls IS) best alS aa o 201
all hell breaks/is let loose e olss

(igote) ()l il | o |y ) i
e.g. When the passengers discovered that
the plane had been delayed by another ten
hours, all hell broke loose.
okl J
e.g. When I was younger I could stay up to

all hours

all hours without feeling tired.

allin (r.a.b i) & ) Cae
e.g. After a day’s teaching, I go home
feeling all in.

all my eye (CJ ls) is”

e.g. John’s excuse for being late was that
his car broke down: I think that is all my
eye, he probably just overslept!
all of a flutter

(gsls o) g bas Sl U b
e.g. She’s all of a flutter because her

husband’s boss is coming to dinner.



all

dalSza - Lo gl piis oy
e.g. John’s views on this matter are all of a

all of a piece

piece with the views of his brother.
all of a sudden
e.g. All of a sudden the door swung open
and the girls screamed with fright.
all one

SIBf Gale 093 - 5lans

st i
e.g. It is all one to me whether he stays or
goes, ie I don’t care.
(go) all out
G S _595 e iyl Lo U, Jany

e.g. Our team 1s going all out to win the cup.
1. be all over

O lan i OSY1 i 5 ol - Uil s
e.g. The firemen tnied to fight the blaze,
but by midnight it was all over: the house

was completely burnt down.

2. be all over ol )5 8
e.g. This kind of tree is found all over
Europe.

3. be all over (CWYI ) s b

e.g. In the second half our team was all
over the visiting team.
be all over sb (E,Ia ,:.-u) SNAIL ki
e.g. He was all over her at the party last
night.
all over the place/shop
(21) osdll Lo g O JS 3
all pins and needles
ui&\,a.\!li,,.ul::,oig.,:srl'\llp_,“,.ﬂl
(e bbidly J=,¥1) SILLYI
e.g. He had been lying with the weight of
his body on one leg and when he got up it
was all pins and needles.  (SI,bYI fax5)
all’s fair in love and war
SNl delgh ) ly5 L ly ol | b

all square (i.blg)ldlau,_,i) ol

all the best Jaalld.luwi-&as_,dl,.
e.g. His former colleagues wished him all
the best in his new job.
all the better J..a.ﬂ AV
e.g. Bill says he can’t come: All the better,
it will give more room in the car.
all the go/rage
(GJI;) Lol Jimes T g 51
e.g. It was that time in the sixties when
mini skirts were all the rage/go.
all there ,_,aSUcI,")BL;_d.i.u_
e.g. That old man is behaving strangely -
do you think he is still there?
(be) all the same
EPORD BL TRRPRTPIL R BT
e.g. Do what you like - it’s all the same to me.
all the time lwiy Gsls
e.g. I wish he would stop whistling: He
does it all the time.
all the way
(L1 b e s ) Lasid | g e
e.g. If you want to try some new ideas. I'm
with you all the way.
all told  saadl 1is cpass d9das jass/s 2 S
(S sumal! 31a)1)
e.g. There were twenty people in the boat,
all told.
be/all up with
vartI e 2Ll - s g2 JS sl 43
e.g. This scandal means that it is all up
with Jim. He will never be allowed to
practise law again. i.e. his career is destroyed.
(be) all very well 39S Layy iyl
Yl lGlisy ases) GsYe
e.g. It’s all very well for Bob to say he can’t
come, but what about the rest of us?
(all) water under the bridge



alma mater

and

(2ale) 3lo3 O 3gms s b B b 35 b
e.g. I used to be a good athlete when I was
a boy, but a lot of water has passed under
the bridge since then.
be all sweetness and light

Gadey 53N> &) Lauis
e.g. I was expecting her to be in a foul
mood but she was all sweetness and light.
be as (fast/hot/thin etc) as all get out
(£ohs Il (ool eons)
e.g. He’s a terrific runnet - as fast as all get
out. oy CJ“i
for all sb cares
preenl) oy - 1) sis denl Y
e.g. She can go to hell for all I care.
for all sb knows dals > e
el (pyosndl o S0 oy Yl 3))
e.g. She could be matried with ten children
for all I know! we haven’t spoken for years.
L oo sl Lo JS Jans
e.g. I want the job badly and I am

give your all

prepated to give it my all.
that’s sb all over
u’" 3l 9a LS Lb/and 1in
e.g. She’s always complaining. That’s Claire
all over.
to cap/crown/top it all
el | I T iy Loy b 5 Lo
) s Jesgdes
e.g. He spilled wine on the carpet, insulted
my mother, and to cap it all, broke my
favoutite vase.
be (right) up sb’s alley
be (right) down sb’s alley

e.g. The job should be right up steve’s alley.

wotking with computers software and

stuff.
all rounder
(Clladl) ol g 5 oo STt oo
e.g. The most recent member of the team
is a good all rounder.
all-singing, all dancing
(w1 Joe (sh) btonzans 5T
e.g. She showed us the new all-singing, all
dancing graphics software she’d bought for
her computer.
alma matet ol LIS sl iy s o S 1O
(u‘-‘-") o) dnalr
e.g. She has been offered the position of
professor at Princeton, her alma mater.
alone
go it alone
A1 pass 8, Les O Lo g9 phay 3,45
e.g. He has chosen to go it alone rather
than set up a joint venture with a partner.
leave/let well alone
Jias Yo gs LS Jld &S5
e.g. In case of back trouble, it’s difficult to
know whether to operate or leave well
alone.
along
along for the ride
(1) Jandl 3 12291 093 5091 L
e.g. Don’t expect Mary to do anything -
she’s jﬁst along for the ride.
ancient:
ancient history
(CJI’) (E-\.’r-.'.-m() PR
e.g. I was quite a good singer when I was
younger, but that’s all ancient history now.
and

and no mistake

(1) ST - lasell Jona ¥



another

anything

e.g. John spoke about our problems and
no mistake!
another
another string to onc’s bow
JaY 1 5LV s fous bty
e.g. He is not worried about his first plan
failing: he has another string to his bow.
live to fight another day  » UiSJ| o ,u
e.g. They lost the debate but lived to fight
another day.
altogether (CI).JIJ,..UJ:—) u-g)‘-u:)g)-;,(s
e.g. He was just standing there in the
altogether.
amber
an amber gambler
23O o e bl 3i 5a5 5f - S
e.g. She’s an impatient driver - a bit of an
amber gambler.
ambulance
ambulance chaser J o 0 gk f"‘;
(C’b) l:b\,ﬁu_—llng,igw‘s,&;dciﬁ‘)i&al’
e.g. He was a notorious ambulance chaser.
He made millions out of other people’s
misfortunes.
American
be as American as apple pic
e 5o, 18 0 Y15 il |
e.g. Country and westem music is as
American as apple pie
amiss
not go amiss Ll ljs ik Y. lablje paas Y
not come amiss
e.g. A word of apology would not go amuiss.
€.g. Some extra helpers never come amiss.
amour propre
(paes) i) et sy pl o | al S
c.g. The critics’ negative reactions to his

first novel wounded his amour propre.
answer
sb’s answer to sb/sth plispgi - ] 3
e.g. The kennedy clan was America’s
answer to the royal families of Europe.
the answer to sb’s prayers Llouza|
(amms) i) jasntl | paz L GG ¢ Olgeal)
e.g. A new university was the answer to my
prayers.
have a lot to answer for
(051,2) 6T oo 4551 U JS e p ol e pis
e.g. People who sell drugs have a lot to
answer for.
answer back
i Ll o, - (5 0 i G ST om0 Lo 3
e.g. When we were young, we never dared
to answer back to our parents.
answerable
o Ygtms 0S5
e.g. If anything happens to this machine,

(be) answerable for

you will be answerable for it.
ants
have ants in your pants i .2y G gos5
e.g. She’s got ants in her pants because
she’s going to a party tonight.
any
any number JUK SN
e.g. You won’t have difficulty in selling your
house: I am sure any number of people will
want to buy it.
anybody
anybody who is anybody

(134) SWLY1 o pasus
e.g. Anybody who is anybody will be at the
Queen’s birthday celebrations.
anything

anything but R VN



ape

arm

0 b Ui 5l dieoy oSy
e.g. He was anything but mean: in fact he
gave most of his money away to charity.
ape
go ape
go apeshit

(g_) |J)
(esdy) 52y coaiy
e.g. He will go ape when he sees this mess
in his room.

apology

be an apology for sth

(lo130) S lize | dyleny 61y 5 oo Jlta
e.g. That old thing is an apology for a car.

apple
apple of one’s eye

i3 LYl u.h‘-.f
e.g. Her youngest daughter was the apple
of her eye.
(in) apple-pie order #LYIy s Al g
e.g. We were pleased to see that the
ptevious occupants left the house in apple-
pie order.
apply ’
apply one’s mind to oy 1 5 A e panar
e.g. You can do anything if you really apply
/set yout mind to it.
apple
an apple a day keeps the doctor away
k[ o i | s 05 Jon
a bad/rotten apple
2o gaoad | iy )] jasnd|
e.g. You'll find the occasional rotten apple
in every otganization.
upset the apple cart
dabasid | o1 p sl | iy 0 - deia]
e.g. I don’t want to upset the apple cart
now by asking you to change the date of
the meeting.

apples

apples and oranges
(Sopol soens) Bolas Olilisnn Oles
e.g. You can’t compare public schools and
language schools. They’re apples and oranges.
How do you like them apples!
C (eoh) eyt leda Subi, L
e.g. You know that key we were looking
for last night? Well, I found it under the
carpet. How do you like them apples.
st JS - glall el Y
(201 o) Ji i85 ¢ plt Lo o s
e.g. "What if it rains for the wedding"

she’ll be apples

"Don’t worty, she’ll be apples"
appearances
keep up appearances
JAQ [ SLdlS Laga Al Je Bt
e.g. Keeping up appearances was at the
cost of their money and nerves.
appetite
whet sb’s appetite iy ol wgd b
e.g. The first flying lesson whetted her
appetite.
w2l JI bl sy by lis |
Gl g plis gl 52ll

Bars and dancing are among the aprés ski

aprés-ski

activities for the adults.
s sl s g rhee L

(fana i)

a priori

e.g. The existence of god is a ptiori for
most people with a religious faith.

arm

cost (sb) an arm and a leg
KRCI ] 1<) PH
e.g. These opera tickets cost us an arm and
a leg!
hold/keep sb at arms length
B3l Of i Yy o paind oy i s
e.g. I always had the feeling she was keeping



armed

arse

me at arms length.

put the arm on sb
JampLdl e jass L] sl

e.g. If he won’t pay up, we’ll get Rick to

put the arm on him.

twistsb’s arm L Jas oo o s34k

e.g. He might help us with the work if you

armed

twist his arm.
Be armed to the teeth.

ekl JolS il o (S Elgl Jaomy ol
e.g. He walked past a group of soldiers
armed to the teeth.
armpit
be the armpit of the world/universe
18 5148 202 O - I SO 81
(Lleddl o
e.g. For some people it is an exciting big
aty - for others it’s the armpit of the universe.
arms
be up in arms adll s 50,8
e.g. Local traders are up in arms over the
new taxes.
around
have been around (a bit)
(goh o) sl 1 2y oo
e.g. She’s been around a bit - she should
know how to look after herself.
arse (39 )
oS 9o ye
e.g. The painting doesn’t look nice, you've

arse about face

got the whole frame in arse about face.
argy-bargy .

(P e pr-dins ¥ Jbo O gear Jlar
e.g. Did you hear all that argy-bargy
outside the club lounge last night?
atk  Jaxcisy JouYl 30 556,08 Lots dndn

g ioge sl dagaill s LYl oo prad | b
be out of the ark
(1 Jorme sl Janis) il iz U
e.g. My grandmother’s hat was straight out
of the atk.
went/had gone out with the ark
Jlaaal oy — 52010l pgs]
e.g. Manual typewriters went out with the
ark - everything’s computerized these days.
arm
chance your arm fu:_djl:,a_,fuﬁ'
e.g. Aten’t you chancing your arm a bit
giving up a secure job to start a business?
cost (sb) an arm and a leg
(zoh) li?gu,alsz b
e.g. These opera tickets cost us an arm and
aleg!
arse
(35w i)
s o Gy cliss - iy
e.g. He put on the front brake too hard

arse over tip

arse over tit

and went arse over tip over the handlebars.

be (right) up sb’s arse (s 4o ;,.l:-)
e.g. That police car’s been up my arse
since we left the city. olpoh g

kiss/lick sb’s arse. (¢5d) Sleas Gles loxy
e.g. I'm not interested in promotion if you
have to lick the boss’s atse to get it.
(t530) Bl laze
e.g. He surrounded himself with arse
lickers.
'Lick my arse’

(t5ds) o ey Slks czgal o) 2>
e.g. "I think you’d better leave right now"

arse-licker/kisser

"lick my arse!"
can’t tell your arse from your elbow

not know your arse from your elbow



arsed

as

(28 2ale)
Jrlracli ey o8
e.g. It’s no good asking him to organize
anything. He can’t tell his arse from his
elbow.
getyour arse in gear 5./ e dlis r"‘f'
(4 gw iale) ad g LYol Joud!
e.g. If she doesn’t get her arse in gear she’ll
be late again.
get off you arse
(i g ionle) Jard | Tty s L m
e.g. Tell that lazy sod to get off his arse
and get some wotk done.
(tsds) daelal o) - e aa]
e.g. He asked for money, and I told him he

kiss my arse

could kiss my arse.
move/shift you atse.
(i g ials) f_ﬂi -

e.g. Shift your arse!l We’re late.
My arse! diwl Y golpdS lin
e.g. "She’s offeting good money." Good
money, my arse! I can’t feed my kids on that.
o

(L jased a0ty Lo i [y iy f) dysd | il
e.g. Tell Mt. Smith he can take his job and

shove it up his arse!

shove/stick sth. up your arse!

sit on your arse

(i35 2ale) Y98y Llr 31 s
e.g. It’s time you stopped sitting on your
arse, and found yourself a job.
talk out of you arse (u ™ Lale)
talk through your arse L Ebls LS J 45
e.g. She says she’ll sue us, but she’s talking
out of her arse.
arsed

can’t be arsed 5 I5Y iy Jis ol Jous )

e.g. I can’t be arsed-to go to the party - It’s
too far away.

article

an article of faith C"_“" 5 sbize |
e.g. It was an article of faith with him that
everything he did was right.

arty-farty  (ile) (8,001 5 (L)1) o7l
e.g. His friends were a couple of arty-farty
type who talked endlessly about the decline
of music in the modern age.

around

around the clock Sl s LUTJ b
e.g. Doctors attended the sick president
around the clock.

(just) around the comer  &paxtlelsy Je
e.g. The politician told the meeting that
war was just around the corner.

artive

arrive at the truth G| J] Jas
e.g. Even after long investigation , the
police never arrived at the truth.

as

sis o g LS
e.g. I'll have to hand this report as is -

as is

there is no time to update it.

as a rule Llesae s

e.g. As a rule, he was always home by seven

p.m.

as black as thunder cuailldad 3

e.g. When the manager found out that the

money had been stolen, he looked as black

as thunder.

as easy/simple as Abc.

(Gl s5) U ppd | sga
Coi - Joo - LS

e.g. When they found him, he was as good

as good as

as dead from hunger and exposure.



ask

as of

as good as one’s word as thick as thicves e e B
3ol _e3gey) liize _ aalS we (s ale) (e o o) Blaally

as it were olS J LS | e.g.]ack and Jim were always quarrelling

e.g. Everyone loved the President: he was, until recently; but now they are as thick as

as it were, a father to his people. thieves.

as large as life Lsui &‘*'C""-”‘ e ly
e.g. I thought that Jack was in America, but
last night I saw him in London, as large as
life.
as luck would have it

sadlshi LS J 0 LS
e.g. [ was ten minutes late for school and,
as luck would have it, the headmaster was
standing in the comer.
as nutty as a fruit cake
e.g. That old man was behaving very
strangely: I think he is as nutty as a fruit
cake.

as of

Ogna

S pgs o - 138" 0, e
e.g. The price of admission doubled as of
yesterday.

as soon as/when/when ever someone’s
backis turned  opb 2t sl pazn L
e.g. The class is very difficult to control; as
soon as your back is turned they start

as the case may/mightbe  Jl> i Lo
¢.g. as the case might be, you will be given
your money back, if accommodation is not
available.

as the crow flies o e h U
¢.g. The distance between the two villages
is only ten miles as the crow flies, but it is
over twice that distance by road because of
the river between.

as the saying goes

Jeabl s gl gl Lo

as well be hanged for a sheep as a lamb
A ly a1 oSy Yo ) day ol | Ciliss 3
e.g. Since she was already disobeying her
parents by going out with Jim, Mary
decided to go to the dance with him, on
the ground that one might as well be
hanged for a sheep as for a lamb.
as white as a sheet
Pt sl Syl e sl L
e.g. The girl who saw the accident was as
white as a sheet.
as yet oY Yl
e.g. We are waiting patiently, but we have
not received any news from him as yet.
ashes
rake over the ashes
Wi3e O o Loguas bl lp lo il of S
e.g. There is no point in raking over the
ashes now; you did what you thought was
right at the time.
ask
ask for it/trouble Wi e il | i
e.g- You’re really asking for it if you come
late again, i.e. deserve the punishment.
ask/cty for the moon Jemmiad | by
e.g. When I requested breakfast in bed the
receptionist looked at me as if I was asking
for the moon.
Don’t ask me
(Tale) BT ¥ Ll ol e AL Y
e.g. She’s decided to dye her hair green,
don’t ask me why.



asking

astray

I ask you!

(iale) coadd| ol L2add) e a5
e.g. They stayed for a month and left with-
out even saying thank youl well, I ask you.
well may you ask!

(omzn J15e) b gad | i1 L2md | e ouns
e.g. Why is Jane sitting in the kitchen with
a saucepan balanced on top of her head?
"You may well ask!"
asking
be sb’s for the asking Sl | s
e.g. The contract was Ron’s for the asking.
be asking for trouble ¢l.i; e [S'lal |l
e.g. Drinking and driving is just asking for
trouble.
asleep
to be asleep at the switch

(USU.I)..”) Sy Les Jils
e.g. If employees wete stealing all that money,
then management was asleep at the switch.
fall asleep at the switch dlidJ1 48,05 - Jisy
e.g. The party was simply confident of
victory and fell asleep at the switch.

aspetsions 3 Y PRgvE- T
cast aspersions on e b - J;.:.;_
e.g. His opponents cast aspersions on his
patriotism.

ass

somebody’s ass is on the line

(435w iale) 33 1gad Iy &) yrosa) | g0 3
e.g. I hope this conference is a success -
my ass is on the line here.
ass over teacup/teakettle

(lar dale) i o G, Clis

e.g. She slipped and fell ass over teakettle
down the hill.

be on sb’s ass

Jgb sz Lased i .\

(43 g ole) ¢ Wi N dpuazs 3y
e.g. She was on my ass all morning telling
me the things I was doing wrong.
e.g. There’s a Mercedes on my ass and he’s
making me nervous.
oW1 Ll olas] 5 L syl s ol s Y
bust your ass (4.9_,.« ul;) IELR! S S
e.g. He'll just have to bust his ass to make °
sure the job was finished on time.
chew sb’s ass (out) lasi eary 3 Fras

(i g ipole) a3 3 5

e.g. His boss will chew his ass if he doesn’t
finish the report on time.
haulass o, Ul 3 Lo guas is iy
e.g. When the shooting started we hauled
ass out of there.
kick (sb’s) ass (i g ioale) 5024 p 00
e.g. The General saw the conflict as a
chance for the Marines to go in and kick
ass.
kiss sb’s ass Lo iy hay glay
e.g. If you want promotion around here,

you’re going to have to kiss ass.

ass kisser (‘54.,) oypileca ¢ | i
e.g. They’re just a load of ass kissers.
get sb’s ass qlic JUJ yass Je o

e.g. Don’t worry, the cops’ll get that
maniac’s ass.
you bet your (sweet ass)

(15w - (1> Gpals) 2l 553
e.g. You can bet your sweet ass he’s guilty.
make an ass of yourself ¢ Ly O et
e.g. He drank too muck and made a

complete ass of himself at the party.
astray

’

lead sb astray
e.g. Parents always worry about their



at

at ease

children being led astray by unsuitable
friends.

e.g. The police were led astray by false
information from one of the witnesses.

at
be at it o1 O gerylas
e.g. The two are at it the whole time.
e.g. I wish they’d shut up - they’ve been at
it all moming. Al p ] 8 Y
at
at a blow/single stroke/one stroke

PO PO N T T FJ- Y PO P
e.g. The politician promised that prices
would be reduced at a stroke if he were
retumed to power.
at a distance = at arms length  1a; Lo 0
to keep someone at a distance

e o el

atall costs a1 OIS Lage . GlSH ilS Lags
c.g- You must at all costs get a visa:
otherwise you will not be allowed to land in

the country.

at a loose end Clas, Lo dous Y
e.g. The match was cancelled, so we were
at a loose end all aftemoon.

at a loss e

e.g. When he was accused of stealing, he
was at 2 loss for words. ie. he did not know
what to say.

J- ol e
e.g. I know he failed: but at any rate, he
did his best. i.e. he tried hard.

atapinch Ly dta S o) Joipsall e
e.g. At a pinch, you can always try to make
a fire by rubbing two sticks together.

at a standstill Cpllpdgil s
e.g. Most of the traffic was at a standstill

at any rate

because of the accident.

at a stretch e N
e.g. He had marvellous powers of
concentration: he could study for six hours
at a stretch.
e.g. We can accommodate two more people
at a stretch. but certainly no more than that
]
Ll g ige
e.g. The criminals were at bay, and willing

at bay

to take any risk.

(be) at someone’s beck and call
.,aic.,a-c',l.';! ReS)

e.g. He seems to think that all I have to do

is be at his beck and call.

at (the) best ol l.pd,,]t.]l;,...,ius

c.g. I think that I might sell my car for

around £500, perhaps £ 550 at best.

at close quarters o8 5
e.g. I've never seen a lion at close quarters.
at cross purposes e oals N

(Cilssna g g go 3 S 31,391 (IS, Loz
e.g. When Mr. Smith answered the phone,
I thought he was Mr. Brown, so we talked
at cross purposes for about ten minutes
E3ese B plSa J§
at daggers drawn
r,,,.',u dnie s i lae U
e.g. Jones and I have been at daggers drawn
ever since I accidentally damaged his car.
PN UL T
e.g. when I heard that Jim was at death’s
door, I immediately rushed to the hospital
to see him.
at case/at one’s ease
g 3l bgis Sis 1)1 e
e.g. The sergeant told his men to stand at

at death’s door



at fault

at short notice

ease i.e. not to attention.
You are free, you can explore the village at
your ease.
at fault LMl Gomiony - pgla
e.g. We shall have to find out who is at
fault in this matter.
atone’s feet Lo jasd o5 dnws - oYl o
e.g. After his successful book, the world
was at his feet i.e. he could do anything he
wanted.
at one’s finger tips

(anslol O1bT wie) U g S OIS 3
e.g. He has an amazing number of skills at
his finger tips, i.e. he is capable of doing an
amazing number of things.
atheart o.elte lii>_dlasl g alsls g
e.g. Your father is strict with you, but at
heart he is a very kind man and he loves you.
(Lols ¢) sl b
e.g. He had to leave very quickly because

at one’s heels.

the police were at his heels.
at issue 033 L:.‘sl;dlt_,.b_,.) goesall b

e.g. I wish he would stick to the point at
issue and not go on talking about irrelevant
things.
(hard) atit  Jas)| 5lomif dois oS g poie
e.g. The building is almost complete: the
workmen have been hard at it since early
this morning.
at large

Nadl e - ol ] S5 g gad| 3 ALzl Y
e.g. He has been telling his troubles to the
wotld at large i.e. to anyone who will listen.
e.g. They say there’s a wild animal at large

348 Yoo > ¥

at length. gty - By - sl A

e.g. We discussed the problem at great
length before making a decision.
e.g. We waited for hours, but at length they

arrived il gbsde dny o l,.>l Y
at liberty Ll eSOl -
e.g. You are at liberty to come or go, as
you please.

at logger head. e Ji_)lq‘:'iUL,L}j

e.g. They are at logger head on the problems
of where the children should go on holidays.
at odds G e
e.g. The two lecturers wete at odds over
the best way of teaching the students.
at/in one fell swoop
dibls do oy - 51> {9 damgy

e.g. At one fell swoop, he has taken his
revenge on his enemies and also made
himself rich.
at one’s own sweet will

(215 o) s WS = 10 S =4 oy oS
e.g. You are completely free to do the jobs
at your own sweet will.
at one’s post P P
e.g. When the General comes, make sure
everyone is at his post.
at random Cslgie
e.g. They chose the members by picking
some names at random from a list.
st

e.g. They were at sea for five months before

at sea

they saw land again.

e.g. After the lecture we were all at sea.
tl,.a_,.dl._s)l,s,;_, Ul g.¥

e.g. We had no idea at all of what the

professor had been talking about.

at short notice SIS iy Oes

e.g. The students had to prepare for the



atmosphere

au courant

cxamination at a very short notice.
at sixes and sevens I, 4
e.g. When we heard that the office was to
be inspected, we were all at sixes and sevens:
we could not agree on what to do about it.
gaogall Lins Ly o

(s ol ol 90901 O o Copas)
e.g. "There has been a lot of theft in the
village recently - I wonder who’s at the
bottom of it"
at the drop of a hat

Gt 3laazal 093 o o g

e.g. If you ask him to sing, he’ll do it at the

at the bottom of

drop if a hat.
at the eleventh hour
ey T podlgbid dn
e.g- The condemned man was pardoned at
the eleventh hout, just as he was about to
be executed.
at the most i ST Je Y1 Lo
e.g. I should say there were about 1500
people present, or 2000 at the most.
at this point in time
Jelcagdl g al eyl b
e.g. The ministry official says it is impossible
to make a statement at this point in time.
at this/that stage of the game
Jadl e llspallodn 3
e.g. You must make the right decisions at
this stage of the game or you will regret it
later.
at variance with (Y 5,5-13,53) ) Ep
e.g. The information you have given is at
variance with what I have been told by
other people.
at will o bae - jasadla,y Gl
e.g. The sergeant gave the command for

the soldiers to fire at will.
at one’s wit's end

olas Yl A - Jicy pae JU5, 1 Tl S
e.g. I shall have to find some money to pay
my rent on Friday: I'm almost at my wit’s end.
oAl fgul o
e.g. It’s not a serious offence: he’ll
probably just get a warning or, at wotst, a
hight fine.

atmosphere

at (the) worst

you could cut the atmosphere with a
knife las r 5lze L gad |
e.g. There was a lot of tension between the
married couple: you could cut the atmosphere
in that room with a knife.
attain
attain one’s majority
(i) w2 )l e pln

e.g. When he attains his majority next year,
he can do what he likes.
attitude
attitude of mind i D
e.g. If he wants to succeed, he has got the
wrong attitude of mind: he will have to be
more willing to work hard.
aunt
Aunt Sally i1 o pylllade oy o0 JSJ 50,
c.g. Education is the Auat Sally of modem
civilization: whenever young people do
something wrong, it is blamed on school.
au courant

ot.,x..,iu,ts..:uu,;ux;,i'.uuu
e.g. I read magazines in an attempt to be
au courant with the lives of the rich and
famous.

e.g. If you want to keep your au courant

* status this winter, you won’t be wearing black.



au fait

axe

ogall o 5T
au fait
to be au fait with sth LY JEVIRE S
e.g. Ate you au fait with the latest
developments in computer technology?
au naturel
au naturel  fass ol 93 dagdal | P
e.g. I'll leave lipstick and go au naturel.
e.g. You can eat these berties au naturel
(without cooking)
b O3 (Dl s 5] & 19all) 2ty ¥
automatic
on automatic pilot, on autopilot
(date) Gt (S5 W) LSy
e.g. By the second week of the election
campaign she was making all her speeches

on automatic pilot.

autumn
(ol ems) ol iy -
e.g. He spent his autumn years surrounded
by family and friends.
avant-garde
(Sen giagal | of 01 3) 0 oat 3oL
e.g. They are currently exhibiting a

autumn yeats.

collection of postwar avant-garde art from
Japan.

awkward
an awkward customer

e folad| ol cate
e.g. There is usually at least one awkward

customer who insists on doing everything

according to the rule book.

axe

get the axe Jeall e 3k
be given the axe wiby Jid A

e.g. Senior staff are more likely to get the
axe, because the company can’t afford their
high salaries.
e.g. My research project was given the axe
when the new loss look over.
(&_,,.‘..o Ul»u.i) by .Y

have an axe to grind

Lo il g LS| Uy lonas 5,80 wlased |0
e.g. I think you’ll find it quite relaxing to
talk to Iones: he has no particular axe to
grind. i 4 ol
¢.g. When you are looking for advice, try

to find someone who doesn’t have an axe

to grind. i S g8 Y





