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tail

T t

T JUSI s J] Gl

toa T (perfectly)

e.g. That hat suits youtoa T.

table

bring sb to the (bargaining/peace etc)

table A2 U of Laset piiy
USte fo J] o5 ologlin

e.g. We hope to be able to bring the

warring factions to the negotiating table to

try to end this conflict.

come to the (bargaining/peace) etc) table

e.g. You have to be prepared to make

concessions when you come to the

batgaining table.
drink sb under the table

¥ ol Jat o 2 08 Lt Jams
(S5 095 5a ghas) 63 152a¥ | prhazy
e.g. I went out with my boss last night and
succeeded in drinking him under the table.
on the table
JSH plol dons 1y itle (as-)
e.g. The offer on the table is an 5%
increase on last year’s wages.
Eoncl) L9 m0 (i)
e.g. The committee agreed to leave the
option to build a stadium in the city on the
table.
under the table
(586 2 s 21 0Y83Le) [
e.g. A lot of these people work 80 hours a
week with all or half of their salaries paid
under the table.
under-the-table

e.g. Thete have been allegations of under-

the-table payments to football players.
tables
turn the tables on sb
LI Say gl iy
e.g. She turned the tables on her tival with
allegations of corruption.
the tables are tumed
e.g. In the past it was always Dan who was
having affairs while Lucy stuck by him.
Now the tables are turned.
tabs
keep tabs on sth /sb g 3f Cases 315
B e o S ¢ r g2 JS e S ad
e.g. I like to keep tabs on my bank balance
so I don’t get overdrawn.
e.g. I get the feeling he’s keeping tabs on
me and watching my every move.
tack
change tack
try a different tack
o) e by b Uidssue Gyl Jawoos
e.g. I've been very pleasant with them so
far but if they don’t cooperate I may have
to change tack.
on hard tack () ssamd | o o julie
e.g. Are you eoming to the pub for a
drink? ‘Sorry, I can’t. I'm on hard tack this

week.’

tail

the tail end of sth st bly b
e.g. I just caught the tail end of the news.
the tail wagging the dog olis ady

e.g. Steve thinks we should buy an orange
carpet to match the lampshade but I think
that would be a case of the tail wagging the
dog.
be (sitting) on your tail

ik il s 8yl



tailor 373

tale

e.g. That Volvo’s been sitting on my tail
for the past ten minutes and it’s starting to
really annoy me.
get off you tail
(1o Lale) Joull ily JSIgs o jag!
e.g. You've just got to get off your tail and
start looking for a job.
tum tail (Sysdl pisle) e s S
¢.g. When I saw him my first impulse was
to turn tail and flee.
with your tail between your legs
el (o 453 SIS Sny J3
e.g. The losing team walked off with their
tails between their legs.
with one’s tail up/down
(e tgns Ul Sl y) W Dy yina Ul
¢.g. The members of the team were
worried because of the captain’s illness but
after winning their first game, they’ve got
their tails up and have a good chance of

winning the competition.
tailor
tailor-made s elie e J.'.au

¢.g- The role of Emma was tailor-made for
her.
tailor-made o guass dns = bs 54 fais
e.g- Business schools are offering courses
tailor-made for a firm’s executives.
take
take sth as it comes

dle gabe Jooisl e o¥e o s 2 0s ],
¢.g. At my age you take every day as it comes.
take it from me
e.g. Take it from me. If you start ironing a

vl g0 s

man’s shirts, you'll be doing it for the rest
of your life.

take it or leave it (o2 02,8 V= )

(ool g oy 2l o 6B) 4S50 5 s
e.g. That's my final offer. Take it or leave it.
take the cake

take the biscuit (o Jans pB B &)
e.g. She’s been opening my letters. She
really takes the cake.

I can take it or leave it
aSivdy el el ¥ Obu Il
e.g. My sister’s absolutely crazy about
chocolate whereas I can take it or leave it.
taken
have taken leave of your senses
(25 o) o ¢ el Jos-|
e.g. You’re leaving your family and your
job to travel round the world, at your age?
Have you taken leave of your senses?
taking
be yours for taking
be there for the taking
wisb ol Y] elde b 0l coo
e.g. If you're interested in the job, it’s there
for the taking.
be like taking candy from a baby
be as casy as taking candy from a baby
Vpedl e 3030l
¢.g. Beating them was the easiest thing in the
world. It was like taking a candy from a baby.
tale
live to tell the tale &, 0 405 3 b 0 g5
e.g. I should imagine very few people have
fallen from that height and lived to tell the tale.
thereby/therein hangs a tale
s> 58 IS botie) dad p g ga | Lm o Ly
(A5) (o0mis J gl
e.g. So what were you doing in Nick’s
Garage at three o’clock in the moming?
‘Ah, thereby hangs a tale.



tales tangled
tales uwlgui,t,&wsﬁyu;urm
tell tales s 5 5 gl WIS ciagad | (2 oons) Gois s G pus

JS et ot Yo sy e
e.g. I had half a mind to tell my boss about
him but I didn’t want het to think I was
telling tales.
tell-tales
e.g. Bullying often goes unreported because
children don’t want to be seen as tell-tales.
talk
be all talk (and no action)
dt.sio,;c,s:rl.sw,z;t,,..uu; da p s
e.g. He’s always saying that he’s going to
leave and get another job but he’ll never do
it. It’s all talk.
be the talk of the town &l l§ 490 055
Lodadl o (el S 08 (IS (g3 ¢ g g0l |
e.g. I didn’t realize anyone knew I was
seeing Pete at the time. It was the talk of
the town Kath town.
could talk under water
could talk under wet cement
aeladl S Sdsi bose
e.g. Most of our guests were very quiet,
but Harry could talk under water, so he
kept the conversation going.
you can talk !
you should talk
G ol ly Lass aizy o e By d i Lo
e.g. And you’re telling me I'm lazy? you
should talk!
talking
be like talking to a brick wall
| s ¥ Lasn (IS,
e.g. I've tried to discuss my feelings with
her, but it’s like talking to a brick wall.
be talking through your hat

e.g. The man’s talking through his hat. He
doesn’t know the first thing about banking.
look who's téllcing ‘

o b et ol 4 ol ly pasns e coms
e.g. She drinks too much, that’s het
problem. ‘Look who’s talking!’

Now you’re talking! |

o 18] o0 ol 2 1581 e 38l ¢ () el e
e.g. Or we could go out for dinner if you
prefer. ‘now you're talking!’

tall

atall story/tale  Guwas Vi clgd flai
e.g. He told me a tall story about having
met some top models in a nightclub.

g (g8 i oo s
e.g. They’ve given us three weeks to get
the project finished. “That’s a tall order’.
stand/walk tall ey wladyy ol
e.g. For the first time in living memory, we
have a leader who can stand tall in international
gatherings.

be a tall otder

tandem
in tandem

o B 0Namy Oliasess (OlBs |20 O g Ol
e.g. She often works in tandem with a
psychologist, one writing the software and
the other advising on likely user reaction.
tangent
go off on a tangent
go offata tangent

& aasal ! CJ"’ p-K-t ilod (uﬂ’-ﬁ)

e.g. We were talking about property prices
and you went off on a tangent.
tangled
a tangled web



tanked
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teeth

sl USes - SB1LLY I Sblize dins f g ge
e.g. The inquiry revealed a tangled web of
fraud and deception among the agents.
tanked
tanked up
be tanked up oS - Sl il b
c.g. We were tanked up on gin and orange
juice.
tap
ontap .« JlazeNW jalr { pasnd 5l 4 2)
Lanl) ol
e.g. Working in a library, I have all this
information on tap.
taped Y 4
have sb taped Lased O 4l Dm0 b a5
gyosnll o Jolazl) dnzisy Li.g...’)l..r—d,m“_
S Oy
c.g. Spencer doesn’t worry me. I've got
him taped.
tar
beat/knock the tar out of sb
Gilg wse o pans o § p2s
e.g. We used to fight a lot when we were
kids and he always beat the tar out of me.
e.g. He was nred of her knocking the tar
out of him when they played checkers.
task
take sb to task
e.g. She took my father to task for getting
drunk at my cousin’s wedding .
tea
tea and sympathy (45 a) Ciblasy Ol
e.g. Sometimes people want practcal

'c{,g. 5..1"'5_0_ ‘;J.‘.gs:..-la-._)_

advice and sometimes they just want tea
and sympathy.

would not do sth for all the tea in China
(285 ooms) ame sl Lagan Jondlipsis o) e Silas

e.g. | wouldn’t be a teacher for all the tea
in China.
tears
it’ll (all) end in tears
SIS it il 2 5
e.g. She only met him in May and they
were married by July. It'll end in tears,
you'll see.
reduce sb to tears Sy Lases Jazw (S
e.g. His classmates jeered, reducing him to
tears.
tee
to a tee g,,s)\;rfl-;d.nlf‘jl:u
e.g. The beef was cooked to a tee.
teeth
cut your teeth
cutyour eye teeth 4le oyixy Jos 3 fag
o oo (Lo 5 g2) 8o (iS5 c0did i
e.g- She cut her teeth on a local newspaper
before landing a job on a national daily.
get/sink your teeth into sth
ez bl Jany pois
e.g. It’s a really an exciting project. I can’t
wait to sink my teeth into it.
grit your tecth
ans Jolall o wanaiy Lnns s ga Jois
e.g. I can’t do anything to change the
situation so I'll just have to grit my teeth
and put up with it.
have teeth colb o ob gy 39di 93
e.g. The committee can make
recommendations but it has no real teeth.
in the teeth of sth il ok
e.g. The road was built in the teeth of
fierce opposition from environmentalists.
lie through your teeth
SIS aas oo 5 s L O35 IS



teething
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term

e.g. The man is lying through his teeth. He
never said anything of the sort.

Caai ol e 25
e.g. Come on, let him know you’re angry -

show your teeth

Show your teeth!
teething
teething problems /troubles
gara S Ll derlycsbs - pudlcsbe
e.g. There were the usual teething troubles
at the start of the project, but that’s to be
expected.
e.g. Many matriages go through teething
problems in the first few months.
tell
tell sb where to get off
od> pil (o pait po s
e.g. She wanted to borrow money again so
I told her where to get off.
tell it like it is
(B2 iy OF 095) Blaly g LS i go cinsy
e.g. There’s no point pretending to young
women that having a baby doesn’t hurt.
You've got to tell it like it is.
Tell me about it !
el g ciblad | e Jo 55 ballodn Jyis
(Lole) ShalSn s ois
e.g. I've got so much work to do. “Tell me
about it!’
Tell me another (one)
(tate) (ool Y uI)! 2T B2
e.g. I never drive over the speed limit. ‘oh,
yeah? Tell me another one.’
telling
you’ze telling me LS 5L oda J gas
(iale) M o jmis g | ity ) 0 2]
e.g. Brenda’s really bad-tempered these
days. You’re telling me.

tempers
tempers fray
tempers become frayed l.aé U] Loy
e.g. Tempers become frayed when, after
waiting for hours, we wete told there were
no tickets left.
frayed tempers
¢.g. Traffic jams inevitably lead to frayed
tempers.
tempest
a tempest in a teapot (f'ﬁ) Oled 3 imy)
) Bl e o2 e Wl ol boase -
e.g. The whole affair is just a tempest in a
teapot. In a couple of months everyone will
have forgotten about it.
tempt
tempt fate /providence
Al o Clawy ¢ 5103Y1 siley
e.g. I always feel it’s tempting fate to leave
the house without an umbrella.
e.g. It’s probably tempting fate to say so,
but I haven’t had a cold all year.
tender
leave sb to sb’s tender mercies
asd dan ol iy lieg dyley i Lasns 4 5
(P15) (o) Yo damy aan s ¥ ealy) =T
e.g. Should I have a word with her myself
or leave her to Micks tender mercies?
tenterhooks
on tenterthooks
Olas | of G amd] oo o1 Lo
e.g. She waited on tenterhooks for James
to call. We were kept on tenterhooks all
morning waiting for his decision.
term

in the long/medium/short term
el acs gzl | oy gl s aed e




terms

thick

e.g. Cuts in company spending now should
lead to profits in the long term. In the short
term temporary housing will be provided
for all of the flood victims.
e.g. Medium term funding may be offered
to help start new projects in developing
countries.
terms
be on good terms with sb
et e b B3 e
e.g. We were always on good terms with
our neighbours.
opposite be on bad terms with sb
gr e B e
e.g. It doesn’t help matters if you're on bad
terms with your doctor.
come to terms with sth
C‘dLa:i'_,iWJyCAr» Iy Jois
e.g. She’s never really come to terms with
her son’s death. It’s very hard coming to
terms with the fact that you'll never have
children.
territory
come/go with the territory -
JanlSlivolge oo 5oz Yo g2 ail le i
e.g. If you're a goalkeeper, you've got to
expect injuries. It comes with the ternitory.
e.g. He is a public figure, and so a certain
amount of media intrusion goes with the
ternitory.
test
stand the test of time
g laale e ol legmay d ‘rlﬁllcaf;..!
c.g. Very little of the drama from this

period has stood the test of time.
téte a téte
téte i téte sl e o3l gy pole Coas

c.g. They were obviously having a romantic
téte a téte so I didn’t disturb them.
e.g. Téte a téte. We dined téte a téte u_.Lr-)
(;I 5| in a cosy little French restaurant near
the niver.
thanks
no thanks to sb d Juab dy
e.g. Well, we've finished the painting no
thanks to Sandra who suddenly decided she
had to go away for the weekend.
that
and that’s that - &, .4 ) 6l (e LS
({'_) Batl O.iJul" z‘-HK“-”
e.g. Anyway I’'m not going to the wedding
and that’s that.
them
them and us s gases ¢ Wl o Olis gases
o e pam Yl oy Juibly s e o0
c.g. Separate restaurants for managers and
staff reinforced the them and us divide.
there
there and then
then and there
e.g. She booked me in to see the
consultant there and then.
there, there gamd B bos s olds
(,..3 L4 J,a:) le Jib ol
e.g. There, there, you'll feel better in a minute.

Jdl o g

you’ve got me there

TR ALY (U L RVETEDIFY RS
e.g. How many miles is five kilometers?
“You’ve got me there.
thick
be as thick as thieves iy iy &e e

(r-_-ﬁ o) B W N ks [a

e.g. 'm sure she tells Ruth what’s going
on. They’re as thick as thieves, those two.



thin

thing

be as thick as two short planks
(2ele) (pg) oo s = M
be as thick as shit o ( ),.I»u)
e.g. He might be good looking but he’s
thick as two short planks.
Most of the people who read these papers
are as thick as shit anyway.
be in the thick of sth
Al P daans B eae J
e.g. A fierce debate ensued and he found
himself in the thick of it .
through thick and thin
GNPy | Bt Wy JSv-3 ) o) o)
e.g. That’s what relationships are about.
You stick with someone through thick and
thin.
thick-skinned
thick skinned Alze ¢ Aot | Sloas
e.g. You have to be a bit harsher than that
with Caroline to offend her. She’s pretty
thick-skinned.
a thick skin
e.g- As a politician, you get so much
criticism levelled at you that you eventually
develop a thick skin.
thin
the thin edge of the wedge
3309 5L s 2 41y
e.g. There are those who see the closure of
the hospital as the thin end of the wedge.
be (skating/walking) on thin ice.
Al ali
e.g. They knew that by publishing the
article they were skating on thin ice.
be as thin as a rake
be as thin as a rail (1o (s i G 055,
e.g. He eats like a horse and yet he’s as thin

as a rake.
be as thin as a stick (1> & ol i o
e.g. She used to be as thin as a stick.

el i b b
e.g. He hasn’t gone grey but he’s a bt thin

be thin on top

on tOP-

have a thin time (of it) b daslay e
e.g. Rob lost his job last year and they’ve
been having a thin time of it.

out of thin air

bss ¥ o B 3y
e.g. You can’t just create wealth from thin air.

e.g. He ran away eight years ago and it was

from thin air
disappeat/vanish into thin air

as though he vanished into thin air.
spread youtself too thin
G Lzo s Yo omly By 35,28 Jlesly p gis
e.g. I realised I'd been spreading myself
too thin so I resigned as secretary of the
golf club.
wear thin e l¥lelay e o A o L0
e.g. 've warmned you several times about
being late and my patience is wearing thin.
e.g. This excuse about not having enough
staff to run the trains is wearing rather thin,
don’t you think?
thing
be a thing of the past isolall e s 2
soldlcsyl dogrgd o 5 oo
e.g. When video recorders were
introduced, people said that the cinema
would be a thing of the past.
the best/gteatest thing since sliced bread
sexgl Se 2 e
e.g. Portable phones are marketed as the
best thing since sliced bread, but to me

they’re just another expensive gadget.



thorn

things
the done thing hadn’t worked.
the thingtodo 4 Jsanadl oLl l2)] | thinking

e G)lazadl LY ‘C:l.".ll st
e.g. Wearing jeans in an office
environment isn’t really the done thing.
have a thing about sth/sb
s goslae i dme BYTETIRI PR Jic‘;'.-."-‘-‘
e.g. I've got a thing about jackets. I must
have twenty of so in my wardrobe.
Andrew’s got a thing about children’s TV
presenters. He absolutely can’t stand them.
know a thing or two
Ll e Qadas Oleglany Llas O3 0z
e.g. My uncle grew up on a farm and

knows a thing or two about looking after

animals.

things

things have come to/reached a pretty
pass Byl sl aal

e.g. Things have come to a pretty pass
when old people are dying of hypothermia

because they can’t afford to heat their homes.
be all things to all men

WIS » o] pbans )
e.g. You can’t possibly keep everyone
happy and you’ve just got to realize that
you can’t be all things to all men.
(all) other things being equal

Byl LS Hdlo,L B
all things being equal
e.g. All things being equal, I should be
home by Thursday.
think
I dread/shudder to think

At P S ez Sy atd

e.g- He was going so fast. I dread to think
what would have happened if my brakes

the thinking man’s/woman’s crumpet
Gt i 63 591 e | o cgms o
Ll Y =Y pund | e dygemnsl ol = S5y
iS5y Lur
e.g. Paxman has apparently grown weary
of being labelled the thinking woman’s
crumpet.
put your thinking cap on
Dam g yosall 3 Sis (pasns)
e.g. Let me put my thinking cap on and see
if I can come up with an answer.
if sb thinks sth., they’ve got another
thing/think coming! ,as2) L giis)le
(ale) - a0 p Ll 5 ¥ cilly Jam QLSS OF
e.g. If he thinks I'm going to do the work
for free, he’s got another think coming!
think-tank
a think-tank eS|l oalSs 33N e de gase
CH P N PUT - PEPPEN] o lag |y dakaze of
e.g. The pamphlet was published by the
Adam Smith Institute, a right-wing think-tank.
thin skinned
Yy 15 51 pr oy ol (i)
e.g. You can’t be too thin-skinned if you’re
in the public eye.
third
the third degtee gzl
e.g. Where have I been, who have I been
with! What's this? The third degree?
e.g- I got the third degree from my dad
when I got in last night.
thorn
be a thom in sb’s flesh/side > iS4z
s liag 35 dan 6l ale jais ol (02)

e.g. A relentless campaigner, he was a



thought

through

thorn in the government’s side for years.
thought
I thought as much
b LS bl (U g Loze)
e.g. So they are having an affair? I thought
as much!
Perish the thought e beae dgis 5 o4
(r-t) LAl dm s g g e
e.g. If his father came to live with us,
perish the thought, I can’t imagine what
strain that would put on our relationship.
thread
hang by athread Jadllulzy Je bgid JiT
e.g. Peace and democracy hang by a thread
in this troubled country.
threads
pick up the threads of sth
0332y O Lo dmplis J] 39m ¢ iiliny
e.g. In 1997, I came out of prison and tried
to pick up the threads of my life.
three
the three R’s
ol s 41y ¢ 5 L] e (LLS)
e.g. By the age of 6, all our pupils have a
firm grasp of the three R’s.
be three sheets to the wind
(r-z-ls o) 015w
e.g. Bobby was already three sheets to the
wind when we arrived.
three ring
i o (pg) s
Lo &gy 7 09
e.g. It’s a three-ring circus in that classroom.

a three-ring circus

The kids can’t possibly be leaming anything.
threshold bl e
e.g. He was on the threshold of a great career.

Sopdod | iy e (isge)

e.g. We are standing on the threshold of
environmental collapse.
thrilled

be thrilled to bits

be thrilled to pieces Boland | ge 4
e.g. ‘So what did your parents say when
they heard you were pregnant? ‘Oh, they

were thrilled to bits.’

throat
jump down sb’s throat (("f_) a8 lisey Slay
Citny 4038 gl o gle oty ciion o gy

e.g. She’s been very irritable recently,
jumping down my throat every time I open
my mouth.
ram sth. down sb’s throat
53l Lol e ant ¢ (Gasns) e o) 5T oy
e.g. He’s a committted Christian but he
doesn’t ram it down your throat.
take sth by the throat
gosll gn ool e o

e.g. The Rockets took this game by the
throat in the first quarter and never let go
till the final minutes.
throats
be at each other’s throats
e 0l Vsl Ol Lany (Olases)
e.g. When we lived together we were
always at each other’s throats.
throes
be in the throes of sth/doing sth

slaes i b sladl o b 3
e.g. The country is presently in the throes
of the worst recession since the second
world war.
through
be a (londonet/patriot/politician etc)
through and through



tide

throw

be (French/good/honest etc) through get the thumbs up

and through UGy L5 | e.g. We got the thumbs up for the council
e.g. She never really settled in England. to hold fire works on the village green.

She was French through and through. twiddle your thumbs 4 gl Jazze
know sb. through and through (o2 90 Uil 3) anslol 3haiky o4

o o gt JS Oy 61 LS 3 jme (Lainz) B j
e.g. She tried to hide her disappointment,
but I know her through and through and I
could tell she was upset.
throw
throw in the sponge/towel

Ll i ol ey o ol
e.g. Three of the candidates have now
thrown in the towel.
thumb
be under sb thumb

b jasd s e Caoi 0955

e.g. The committee is firmly under his
thumb and will agree to whatever he asks.
be under the thumb  &»>yji o cov | Jo>)
e.g. He won't be able to do any of this
without his wife’s permission. He’s under
the thumb these days.
thumbs
be all fingers and thumbs
be all thumbs Lo yasnd ik s 0955
e.g. Can you thread this needle for me?
I’m all thumbs today. You know when
you get nervous and you’re all fingers and
thumbs.

Lot Jle Y1 e syad | dllzas ¥
give sth the thumbs down  , 2)] jai ),
e.g. The committee gave my suggestion the
thumbs’ down.
give sth thumbs up

@Bl gadly Oz ¥ | o LS plgsy g0
e.g. We all gave Mary’s cake the thumbs up.

e.g. Until I get the go-ahead, I'm just
sitting around twiddling my thumbs.
thunder
have a face like thunder
look like thunder
s e izl il | s (asn)
e.g. I don’t know what had happened but
he had a look like thunder.
She didn’t say anything but she looked
like thunder.
steal sb’s thunder B st Jam p o
i G ,',Tug,'.;,wl;llrt..ulq
e.g. I kept quiet about my pregnancy
because Cathy was getting married, and I
didn’t want to steal her thunder.
tick
what makes sb tick L jasu2 3§ L5
e.g. A good salesman knows what makes a
customer tick.
tickled
be tickled pink/to death
faoses L e islad 142 3 05SS
e.g. Val was tickled pink when Susan asked
her to be bridesmaid at her wedding.
tide
tide
drift with the tide o okl e Gl
syice a5 09> Ul ads 5ilg Lo e 38l
e.g. We are looking for someone with the
ability to lead rather than just drift with the
tide.
go/swim against the tide



tied

tiles

O34t bo do iy L] e o) Ly
e.g. He always seemed to be swimming
against the tide of public opinion.
opposite go/swim with the tide
e.g. If you don’t feel strongly about an
issue, you may as well just swim with the
tide.
stem the tide RCTREN RN G s )

oy9dz po v o2l pludy
e.g. We have to stem the tide of
emigtation if our economy is to recover .
tutn the tide

Aol I ol 61T T Ciiga J gy
e.g. The government had planned cuts in
the armed forces, but when war broke out,
the military saw a chance to turn the tide.
tl-b_g‘\“ Calsey
e.g. The tide has turned and the cinema is

the tide turns

becoming popular again.
tied
be tied to your mother’s apron strings
Lz I N ey ¥ 6Ly 3oz ( Jor )
e.g. He’s 30 but he’s still tied to his
mother’s apron strings.
tight
be in a tight corner/sport
i o3l 0
e.g. She had been in tight comers before
and had always managed to get out of them.
keep a tight rein on sb/sth
keep sb/sth on a tight rein
e oy ‘.‘,m,iu,,,'.mruﬂuw,
e.g. He made ends meet by keeping a tight
rein on his budget. '
Our parents always kept us on a tight rein.

run a tight ship
pim dadite o1 Lego o oy

e.g. Ruth runs a tight ship and has no time
for shirkers.
sit tight 4w ¥ (ole) (e 608 b iy
e.g. Just sit tight while I go phone for help.
bt s s |l 3 esly B ea ¥
e.g. Shareholders are advised to sit tight
and see how the situation develops.
tight-arse
a tight arse Gy ¥ L foy
(i3 3m dpale) do Y Lckany Yy 545
e.g. You won’t get a drink out of her, she’s
a real tight arse.
tight-arsed
be tight -arsed
be tight assed 3 Y juud ¢ 4ilis dgld [ 4 LY
e.g. Don’t ask Jack to get involved, he’s so
tight-assed and really irritating.
tight-lipped
be tight lipped il | i ade gy A
e.g. Dad was harassed and tight-lipped
and I thought he was going to lose his
tempet.
Slogles oo - Ladlpus oy .Y
e.g. Army spokesmen are tight lipped
about planned operations.
tightrope
walk a tightrope
priad | bLal| fle ctay 5aS 40 o U sy
e.g. Many manufacturers have to walk a
tightrope between overpricing their goods
and pricing them so low that they make no
profit.
tiles
be/go out on the tiles
(e iay Yl 1) a1 3 31y
e.g. My head is thumping. Oh, yes? Were
you out on the tiles last night?



tll

time

a night (out) on the tiles
e.g. Do you fancy going out to a club? It’s
ages since we had a night on the tiles.
till
have your fingers/hand in the till
3,,&.0&“,‘6,—1 ¢ das O o 8 bl 04y ey
Lusl ol 3 e
e.g. He had his fingers in the till, that’s
why he lost his job.
catch sb with their fingers in the till
8,0 Codon day
e.g. Senior officials who get caught with
their fingers in the till must expect to be
punished very severely.
time
time after time
1S5 Gl

e.g. Time after time we were left without

time and time again

electricity.
time flies when you’re having fun

) bl | Jamzass ¢ 5 s tzzs gl a3l

(Gl et Jas o5 calSs I3} S s

¢.g. "I can’t believe we’ve spent four hours
cleaning this carpet.” "Well, time flies when
you’re having fun."
time flies
how time flies ! L o0 i)
¢.g. I can’t believe your son is at university
already. How time flies .
time hangs/lkies heavy (on sb’s hands)
Wb spnt ¢ Sllaty bt ¥ ks Lda s o)
e.g. Time hangs heavy on your hands in
prson.
Time will tell
e.g. I don’t know if this marniage will work,
but time will tell.
e.g. Only ime will tell if the business will

ot b fin

be successful.
the time is ripe Douibe Lo, |
e.g. Many employers feel the time is fipe to
give workforces a bigger share of the
profits they have helped to create.
about time too !
(And) not before time! =S ubf 1) [
(.&q&aj&o ou_‘.J|s.‘,US Gl C’-’"‘
e.g. "They’re widening the road outside the
school." "About time too!"
be before your time
Bags 3 I3Vn J3 Joar 153
¢.g. Do you remember the Watergate
scandal? "No, that was before my time."
bide your time
By Gy (5 s o)l oy
e.g. She was biding her time until she
could get her revenge.
ol g LLT o
e.g. We did time together in Broadmoor.

do time

for the time being
(TP P O 1) B I [P
e.g. We've decided to do without a car for
the time being.
from time to time JE O TRV Bl
e.g. From time to time we heard a rumble
of thunder.
from/since time immemorial
(ol o) a3l a8 o
e.g. Her family had farmed that land from
time immemorial.
not give sb the time of day
w5 3 i o Jlas
e.g. He’s so arrogant, he won’t even give
you the time of day.
have a lot of time for sb/sth
4 w of Lass e



time

tin

e.g. 've got a lot of time for Jenny. She
always has something intetesting to say.
opposite not have much time for sb/sth
b s of Lasst cou Y
e.g. She doesn’t have much time for liberal
ideas about dealing with criminals.
have the time of your life
g bz 41 48 pans 3y
e.g. He had the time of his life working on
the ranch. ,
have time on your hands  § | iy due
e.g. Now that her children ate all at school,
she has a lot of time on her hands.
have time on your side
adlo gedglle eyl e 50 Jue
time is on your side
e.g. At twenty-five you still have time on
your side.
E LGS oo il Jei
e.g. We usually play guessing games to kill

kill time

time at aitports.
mark time Jig)l%’ﬂ"b&*:rﬁi
U.La’\“ Slles &3y o)
e.g. She’s just marking time in her father’s
shop until it’s time to go to the university.
once upon a time Lab Ly Tli5)Le
(Ll ond) p LY 2 B = JUBS
e.g. Once upon a time there lived a young
gitl called Cinderella.
el p s a0
e.g. Once upon a time, everyone knew
each other in this town and nobody
bothered to lock their doors.
pass the time of day with
dl}ieowhuy‘u@
e.g. The old man liked to pass the time of
day with his neighbours.

. a tin ear

play for time g 9o 90) | Johanzy 8y Sy
e.g. We can’t sign the agreement yet. We’ll
have to play for time.
there’s a time and a place '
wL.. Oy el iy ¢ 2 U
e.g. How could she wear a dress like that
for a funeral? Honestly there’s a time and
a place.
there’s no time like the present
bl | =390 ga b lod iyl
e.g. When do you think I should phone
Mtr. Hughes about the job? ‘Well, there’s no
time like the present’.
there’s no time to lose
Sl pmad 213 ¥y Jandplial OlaYIoT
e.g. Her plane gets at 3’ o clock , so there’s
no time to lose.
have no time to lose
e.g. Come on, we've no time to lose if we
want to catch the ferry.
assladl o 5T Lidy — plaizoe 03
e.g. Ok, time-out. we can calm down over

time-out

a cup of coffee.
times
be behind the times
(,.MJ_..J) i pean 13l | e Calsze

e.g. Educationally, these schools are 20
years behind times.
change/keep up/move with the times

Gl ] el i) lag Sl Jani o
e.g. I don’t really like using a computer,
but you have to move with the times, I
suppose.
tin
Lo 9ot 1 039 Sllzay ¥
e.g. Even to someone with a tin ear like

mine, their singing sounded pretty awful.



tinker

toes

a litde tin god
A 3l 593l oal G5y Bz 59,0 OS]
e.g. Have you seen him over there, acting
like a little tin god?
tinker
not give a tinker’s cuss
not give a tinker's damn
(,_4;,,,.;) et 1in ol o 20l 1in ey Y
e.g. [ don’t give a tinker’s cuss what she
thinks, I’ll do what I want.
tinkle
give sb a tinkle (r.!.:s ) Oyl | b &
e.g- Okay then, I'll give you a tinkle when I
get home.
tip
the tip of the icebetg  + ;> ()| Jr 43
e.g. The difficulties we’ve discussed are
only the tip of the iceberg.
be on the tip of your tongue
LLI G b e gay [y 6,05 5
e.g. Now what’s her name again? "Hang
on, it’s on the tip of my tongue.”
tired
be tired and emotional al s
e.g. "Professor Davis looked a bit tired

and emotional , to say the least.”

tit-for-tat

tit-for-tat - plisYl g g - s lgiasly
oo L] Jilia ga LY

¢.g- Six of the victims died in tit-for-tat attacks.

tit for tat Jols Jolas S

e.g. I forgot her birthday and so she didn’t
send me a card either. It was just tit for tat.
tits

get on sb’s tits sl
e.g. You just expect me to clean up after

you the whole time and I tell you it’s really
getting on my tits.
tittle-tattle
o lqr.‘,_.l,buswl-.!l&pr)&ll daad |
e.g. They know that little-tattle about the
royal family helps to sell newspapers.
tizz
send/throw sb. into a tizz/tizzy
Sop alopts ol Lo coany
e.g. The idea of producing a meal for fifty
people threw her into a tizzy.
tizzy
be in a tizz/tizzy
e.g. The local press 1s in a complete tizzy
about the murders.
toast
be the toast of sb Sl e Lgumn 055
e.g. His charm and wit made him the toast
of Panis.
tod
on "one’s" tod ol oJjaie
e.g. Poor old Reg was there on his tod,
trying to get the job finished.
today
here today, gone tomorrow
AT O Jadl o jass
e.g. He had a string of gl friends, but they
were always here today, gone tomorrow.
toes
keep sb on their toes
el Jandl o Caiez
e.g. He gave me a couple of extra things to
do just to keep me on my toes.
make sb’s toes curl it 1P ]
,‘»Tquik}..; el oo agad] Joesdd Iy
c.g. The very thought of what she said

makes my toes cutl.



toffee

tone
toe-curling J,..,..; on the contract.
e.g. She gave a toe-curling performance on toll
the guitar. take a/its/their toll Ry Jony

curl sb’s toes P ¢ d'y‘*
e.g. A loud scream from the next room
made hert toes curl.
step/tread on sb’s toes el of =5
Glolaz| of das b als 1z Lo guasy Lasns
e.g. I'd like to make some changes in the
working procedures, but I don’t want to
tread on anyone’s toes.
toffee
can’t do sth for toffee
Gt ol ¥ adae ¢ Jand iy
e.g. Annie couldn’t act for toffee, but she
still got a part in the school play.
toffee-nosed
toffee-nosed
Colasr | 493 on o lo Jlazy o0 jasns
e.g. She’s much nicer than that toffee
nosed sister of hers.
together
get it together Jesd sy
e.g. We were planning a trip to India, but
we never got it together.
o i 13 play (sl ) ¥
e.g. We met a few times before, but we
didn’t really get it together till Rachel’s party.
toing
toing and froing
ol e Glady dzans 33210
e.g. The job involves a lot of toing and
froing between London and New York.
s ol 5Ty i b ol os 105,58 o 23,5 ¥
gl dnginn o 4 Loy s -1
e.g. The legal toing and froing will delay
payment to Horden of the L 10 million due

e.g. Bringing up nine children had taken its

toll on my mother

Tom

ol Jlote]
39 cn o JS oy oy g 4 Y yast

e.g. Draw the curtains or we’ll have every

Tom, Dick and/or Harry

Tom, Dick and Harry peering through the
window.
tomorrow
like there’s no tomorrow
as if thete was/were no tomotrow
4b dr g V&l Cintyy B ) | giay
e.g. She’s spending money like there’s no
tomotrow and I don’t know how to stop her.
tomorrow’s another day
L Gsls Hgd i (u"‘-ﬂ)
e.g. We've not made much progress today,
but don’t wotry, tomorrow’s another day.
ton
be/come down on sb like a ton of bricks
598 JSG iy ¢ liiws jased e Jlgy
e.g. When he failed to supply his accounts,
tax inspectors came down on him like a ton
of bricks.
hit sb like a ton of bricks
sty Cases ptar o g s
e.g. The truth hit him like a ton of bricks.
The woman in the video was his own sister.
IS 0580 s

e.g. This suit case weighs a ton!

weigh a ton

tone
lower the tone

bt i o iy s 31 020 Jame
e.g. The locals don’t like students living



tongue

top

around here. It lowers the tone of the
neighbourhood.
opposite raise the tone Syt &b
e.g. A preface from a local clergyman had
raised the moral tone of the book.
sctthe tone  plall goull 590 haas clai s
c.g. He was furious when she arrived late,
and that set the tone for the whole evening.
tongue
tongue in cheek )
with your tongue in your cheek
Bl g pISI 0T o B30 (oS5
e.g. And we all know what a passionate
love life I have! he said, tongue in cheek.
tongue in cheek
tongue-in-cheek
e.g. She writes a very engaging and at times
tongue-in-cheek account of her first
meeting with the royal family.
bite your tongue
NPT VRN P RO 16
c.g. I really wanted to tell her what 1
thought of him but I had to bite my tongue.
find your tongue
CLhsl sl Gy o ba] casall (05,3 ey IS5
ICHENERT -0 Hop
e.g. Amy took a step forward and finally
found her tongue. I'm Rhoda’s friend, she
said.
get your tongue around/round sth
3l iono ZulS 3has
e.g. I just can’t get my tongue around
some of those Welsh place names.
hold your tongue
O H P ‘r)tﬂ | o5 B g
¢:g. George had leamned to accept these
little insults. He held his tongue.

loosen your tongue
bylss 093 @S5 bl e iy
e.g. Her tongue loosened by drink , she
began to say things that she would later regret.
roll/trip off the tongue
b il e of 2l
e.g. The band 1s called ‘Acquired Echoes’.
It doesn’t exactly trip off the tongue, does it?
tongue-lashing hois f g
e.g. The manger gave his team a tongue-
lashing after they’d lost the game.
tongues
set/start tongues wagging
e w555 oy b Jamy
e.g. His late night visit to her home has set
tongues wagging.
tools
the tools of the/your trade
Ales j llanzs D Sl9aY1 ¢ lhas & lane
e.g. For the modern sales executive, a car
phone is one of the tools of the trade.
down tools
Jand Gyl of astad k) Jand| b
e.g. Thousands of steelworkers downed
tools to demand more pay.
tooth
fight tooth and claw/nail
st Jadl sy lar slow
e.g. We fought tooth and nail to retain our
share of the business.
top
the top brass
blaal | LS oyl | ke iblld | Gloso]
e.g. All the top brass tumed out for the funeral.
the top dog I’Mg}uﬂ"'—%ﬂ"iﬁp‘i
e.g. Jackson was top dog and he made sure
he got what he wanted.



top

Topsy

‘e top flight 154 1 of Jandl b 552 ol
:.8. The Sheffield Eagles move down to
the second division after two seasons in the
top flight.
top-flight
e.g. He was the absolute steteotype of top-
flight executive.
the top of the tree

Gy el cakise ol Jasd I 3 550 o 3
e.g. Who would have guessed that she
would get to the top of the tree before her
clever and talented brother?
g oty
e.g. ‘Stop it Nethan’, she shouted at the

at the top of your voice

top of her voice.
be on the top of the world
slacd] jexiey ey
e.g. She’d just discovered she was pregnant
and she felt on the top of the world.
be over the top 39> | s P3N e 13!
e.g. I know he was angty, but attacking the
waiter was way over the top.
go over the top.
e.g. They’ve gone a bit over the top with
Christmas decorations this year.
from top to bottom
Jil Jl el oo 0S8 Js b
e.g. We searched the house from top to
bottom but we couldn’t find the letter.
from top to toe
ool sl J] ol 13 o
e.g. He gazed at her across the room,
dressed in black leather from top to toe.
from/out of the top drawer
LU 22l il ke
e.g. Caroline liked to pretend that she

came from the very top drawer of society.

top-drawer
e.g. His designs are stocked by all the top-
drawer retailers in London and New York.
get on top of you

o srensh il Gyl o iy (2l lazm | 3 ige

) s Jalad |

e.g. She had a few financial problems and I
think things have just been getting on top
of her.
off the top of your head sy il 50 Sl |
e.g. Off the top of my head I could
probably only name about three women
artists.
£ bt ans Jolas (i go)
e.g. We had a lot of work to do, but I

on top of sth

think we’re on top of it now.
Py

e.g. Semi-skilled production workers now

on top of

earn L 53 a week. On top of that you get
four weeks holiday with bonus.

sstd Bl Cs.b
e.g. Investors can expect to pay top dollar

for the stock.

pay top dollar

to top it all

sl e laadl sz bowze) 1da JS° J) BLoYL

in JS G sy (csbasl

e.g. The washing machine flooded, my car
broke down, then to top it all I locked
myself out of the house.
rst o 09 ol o |
e.g. We need to offer high salaries to

top-notch

attract top-notch staff.
Topsy Qs ey ol
grow like Topsy

e.g. The government must decide how to
allocate health-care resources in the face of

demand that is growing like Topsy.



torch

tough

topsy-turvy

topsy-turvy wis e G,

e.g. The governments topsy-turvy priorities

mean that spending on education remains

low. We’re living in topsy-turvy times.
e o sl oglie - (OA) Y

e.g. He went out leaving the house all

topsy-turvy. ‘

torch

s b e Camy

e.g. Graeme’s been carrying a torch for

Linda for years.

toss

carry a torch for

argue the toss
icll o6 8 515 s Ge Jyly
e.g. Are you prepared to argue the toss
when you might have to go to court to
prove it?
not care/give a toss ﬁu.:”iu‘s.:.,’.;ﬁ y
c.g. She can say what she likes, I don’t give
a toss what she thinks.
toss-up
a toss-up &l S|
e.g-. It’s a toss-up between Angela and
Moitra for the editor’s job.
touch
be an easy/soft touch o (Laxs)
(Gizy b 6¥) Ul L Vg ans oo
c.g. Her Dad’s an easy touch. He’s always
giving her money.
be in touch
ety dlai | 9 3 Le o e
e.g. Are you stll in touch with Caroline?
keep/stay in touch Jladl e pylay
e.g- Her family have kept in touch with me
since her death.
opposite lost touch

il phiis

e.g. I've lost touch with all my old college
friends.
get in touch

(g sl ans 5 J9 Y 15,000 Lo guas-y) Joas
e.g. Anyone who knew the victim should
get in touch with the police.
Sy Ly ple o e
Wo O3y s ol iyl b

e.g. Some of these judges are so out of

be out of touch

touch, they’ve never even heard of Ecstasy.
be out of touch with sth (4 PJ'" d jass
we peld15,S8 e Yy Lo g g0 Jo> sots
e.g. Too often politicians are out of touch
with the electorate.
opposite: in touch with
Lgose do= sod layplipde Lo
e.g. I try to stay in touch with what’s going
on in the arts world.
lose your touch by of She LS 1ais
B s gl ¢ r s Jas Lo
e.g. It’s good to see their goalkeeper is not
losing his touch.
touch-and-go
be touch-and-go  uS§s & 6 3 Jlaz>|
e.g. After the accident it was touch-and-go
whether she would survive .
touchy-feely
touchy-feely odlay Cib lgall e Soni
e 0455 23 50y 1L bzl
e.g. He’s one of those touchy feely people
who are always putting their arms round you.
tough
toughlove  (cnllsns o jass o gy
(o2 o e ULsT i)
e.g. Tough love is the only approach to
take towrads a relative hooked on drugs.

tough shit s b las ‘Jdiiu;..:s,l,;



tour de force

track

(‘die JJ"“"‘) l;)u’l A
e.g. I know you don’t want to go, but
tough shit.
a tough cookie b Jo e pas jases
LY s Ols] ¥ lS Lagaosy
e.g. We're talking about a woman who
brought up six children on her own-she’s
one tough cookie.
be as tough as old boots
be as tough as nails Jomd 548 el
e.g. ‘Do you think Granddad will ever
recover? ‘Of course, he’s as tough as old
boots’.
be as tough as shoe leather
ST o ankab omnay (JSY1 2)
e.g. The steak I had was as tough as old
boot/as shoe leather.
hang tough sl Vg s 1T elas
Jp 3] JandlJgl lage Lgze
e.g. The President is hanging tough on the
hostage crisis.
tour de force
et o) Ji 3838 I
o Ly a5yl | g0
e.g. His petrformance as Richard III was a

a tour de force

brilliant tour de force.
tow
in tow dly s §
e.g. She arrived with six small children in tow.
town
be/go out on the town

s Ll 3 ] e LUy o aad 3L, pzazy
e.g. She stayed in her hotel room while the
others went out on the town.
a night (out) on the town
e.g. At the end of the conference, the girls

had a night on the town.

go to town on sth
C‘L" Gt ¢ weley cdiy (Jginad | 59a sy
e.g. Angie and Phil have really gone to
town on their wedding.
paint the town (red)
028578 ol oS 0,25 Ly Sl e
e.g. Jack finished his exams today so he’s
gone out to paint the town red.
toy
a toy boy
a boy toy
S an pSTol0k L B Lo i 0L
e.g. These movie stars seem to have a new
boy toy every week.
trace
sink without a trace
Ol | J] 5oty Qe s Lntd | 05,26 amy
e.g. They enjoyed brief success with thetr
second album and then sank without trace.
traces
kick overt the traces
bl pl i1 93 et S B o
e.g. Some kids go straight to university and
spend the first year kicking over the traces.
track
past) | Jleely Jou
(J2il Tl bty Jous) daio 5]

e.g. They have a strong track record in

a track record

rescuing ailing companies.

e.g. I don’t know what he’s doing now,

keep track

he’s had so many different jobs that it’s
difficult to keep track.
oSl |

e.g. I can’t remember what her husband’s

opposite: lose track

called, she’s been married so many times

I’ve lost track.



tracks

trees

on track rm‘,s,@u(.j,.,iy)
e.g. If the peace talks remain on track, an
agreement can be expected by the end of
the month.
put /get sb/sth back on track
p LIl J] pr Sls Jiag

e.g. Victory in New Hampshire put the
President’s failing election campaign back
on track.
tracks
cover your tracks

hiay 2 91 1S o Wlas 5 BT s
e.g. Roberts covered his tracks by throwing the
knife in the tiver and burying his wife’s body.
make tracks ATOK JJ Ol jolay
e.g. Jean, it’s getting late. We’d better be
making tracks.
stop (sb) in their tracks  GISs § oz, il
e.g. A loud scream stopped me dead in my
tracks.
trade
ply your trade (&.\l oy Sbnad | Ellany p yi5
c.g. Fishermen in small boats ply their
trade up and down the coast.
trail
blaze a trail rbig..q,k)lk;.:ﬁ U PRTRIFYYA
¢.g. The hospital has blazed a trail in
developing new techniques for treating
infertility.
a trail - blazer 21 o3l Jans p6 oye
c.g. He will be remembered as a trail-
blazer in cancer research.
train
a train of thought .zl 16V ;e AL
e.g. You interrupted my train of thought.
Now I can’t remember what I was going to

say.

set in train Clasi of Gas Tuy
e.g. His book set in train the events which
eventually led to revolution.

Slus p el sl
e.g. Investigations were in train to identify

be in train

the person responsible for the theft.
transport
be in a transport of delight/job

(3 ens) B3lad | 0 V> 309,
e.g. I looked up to the heavens and praised
God, in a transport of delight.
trap
fall into the trap of doing sth 4,2 j a&
e.g. Don’t fall into the trap of buying the
extra insurance.
travel
have sth will travel b pnd |9 5y ddad | Slhas

Ol gl 3 Lo Jam plidl] e

e.g. Have teaching qualification will travel!
treat
go down a treat wU"*f‘"“!’u‘:
e.g. A cup of tea would go down a treat.
S e J (o2 o)
e.g. If you want to get rid of that wine

wotk a treat

stain, put some salt on it, it works a treat.

tree

Clis Yeiun 045
(S g 5 olydsaad [ armms)

e.g. Is he going to build the extension

himself? He’s out of his tree!

be up a gum tree

be out of your tree

be up a tree

(25 o) Tar ano g 3 045,
c.g. If the insurance company won’t pay
for the damage, I'll be up a gum tree.

trees
can’t see the wood for the trees



trick

true

can’t see the forest for the trees
gesndl s o550l dlys 2y
e.g. After you've spent years researching a
single topic you get to a point where you
can’t see the wood for the trees.
trick
do the trick YUY
e.g. If the sauce tastes a bit sour, add a
teaspoon of sugar. That should do the trick.
every trick in the book
M}&MWI%YQIJC@!JS
e.g. He used every trick in the book to get
her to sign the contract.
el Lo 955 ¥

e.g. You can rely on Sarah to get what she

not miss a trick

wants, she never misses a trick.
turn a trick

(g Tole) [l wie i gior Jom i
e.g. She’d been known to turn a trick when
she needed a few dollars.
tricks
tricks of the trade LalllJyol ( Jun)| Jgeof
e.g. As a journalist, you learn the tricks of
the trade pretty quickly or you can’t survive.
tried
tried and tested/trusted

tried and true iy las et u:>
e.g. Most people would prefer to stick to

tried and true methods of birth control.

trigger-happy
trigger-happy

S5 093 (1841) odal | Jori o
e.g. The book’s main character is a trigger-
happy New York detective.
trojan
a trojan horse

welor pr g £ 0 ol pased 31y b Olas

e.g. Traditional Labour supporters have
accused the new leadership of being a
Trojan hotse trying to destroy the party
from within.
trolley
be off your trolley

(2 158) Jand | po S poins
e.g. What are you doing? eating chocolate
and cheese again? You’re off your trolley.

s
RLE

go off your trolley

e.g. Has he gone completely off his
trolley? He’ll never get away with it!
trooper

Bl oLl gl o0
e.g. He came in drunk and swearing like a

swear like a trooper

trooper.
trot
on the trot Qe o Y1 oly aodl 0
e.g. It’s been a good year for Britain’s top
playet, who has won seven matches on the
trot.
glais] Moy gb 50a) Jans p gis ¥

e.g. He’d wotked 48 houts on the trot and
was totally exhausted.
trouble

e e ol JS Lo b
JSLeal) 2oMe = (Joizead | 3)
e.g. The continuing dry weather could

spell trouble

spell trouble for farmers.

truck

have no truck with sth/sb  (_jiw (J2)
J,Tuwcﬂu){;w‘_’ilji&‘laddi Lp Y

e.g. Our committee will have no truck with

racist attitudes.

true

true to form/type
(s gy 9n LS Sty 5] (g



trump

turkey

e.g. True to form, she turned up an hour

later than we’d arranged.

ring true

e.g. Something about the story didn’t quite

nng true.

there’s many a true word spoken in jest
i Colily b 1a C S e oS

e.g. "At this rate we'll be walking all

night."” "Be careful- there’s many a true

Gdes iy e Bolo s

word spoken in jest."
LS Cases o 2 w3 o
c.g. Tom’s true-blue. He won’t let us down.

true-blue

trump
a ttump card
ot o pp el | Sad L 500 sl )1 B 1
e.g. The fact that I had an Italian parent
turned out to be my trump card when I
applied for the job.
trumps
come up/turn up trumps
Wga bt 3 e ooy
e.g. John’s uncle came up trumps and
found us a place to stay at the last mnute.
trust
I wouldn’t trust sb as far as I could
throw them BYb] b jasesy 35 ¥
e.g. John is charming, but I wouldn’t trust
him as far as I could throw him.
truth
truth will out
(s 42 38) ol O G2l 2
e.g. They’re bound to find out what you've
done. Truth will out, you know.
try
try it on
(350 5= 08) ol o vl e
e.g. He’s not really ill, he’s just trying it on.

tube
down the tube/tubes
(S gasinz) = iz ol J2io (552)
e.g. Our holiday plans went down the tube
because of the train strike.
e.g. He’s in danger of going down the
tubes if he doesn’t leam to get on with
people at work.
tub-thumping
tub-thumping >geain gl 3l 23S
s 45,58 b e oUlple,] 4
e.g. Far too much tub-thumping goes on
during these debates.
tune
change your tune
sl iy ¢ obaas 3o (3l IS8T i
e.g. He was against the idea to start with,
but he soon changed his tune when I told
him how much money he’d get out of it.
dance to sb’s tune
ol s B ans 0555 « ol fo 5
e.g. Powerful local residents seem to have
the council dancing to their tune.
tuppence
not care/give tuppence
(Lrg2y) B pxge ¥
e.g. She doesn’t give tuppence for her family.
turf
a turf war :,l-,_lld&oa.\a.la‘.w_,i.,af
&2 e 5l Gahis e
e.g. The recent shootings in the city are
part of a turf war between two gangs.
turkey
a turkey shoot
SP Y5z L:Liu‘;.:.ly,»‘,i.ﬂl,o
e.g. Their aircraft destroyed every military
camp in a three-day turkey shoot.



turkeys

twist

talk turkey
Ll sl Losle otamy S0 2Ly
e.g. If the two sides in the dispute ate to
meet, they must be prepared to talk
turkey.
turkeys
like turkeys voting for (an eatly)
Christmas 4 e Lo Gy i
e.g. Teachers agreeing to even larger class
sizes would be like turkeys voting for
Christmas.
turn
a turn of phrase 3sJ/ Ui..g_,l.ai 8l Gy by
e.g. ‘Significant other’, meaning ‘partner’,
now that’s an interesting tum of phrase.
s | o8, .Y
e.g. She has a nice turn of phrase which
should serve her well in journalism.
a turn of the screw
S O] Loguas b gu 031 03 O yai ol Jos
e ool paint plies| 225
e.g. Each letter from my bank manager is
another turn of the screw.
at every turn Ll 5 8
e.g. Throughout his life, he felt himself
stifled by his father at every turn.
be cooked/done to a turn
AU Sy galan (L31S 5 kel
e.g. The beef was done to a turn.
speak/talk out of turn
Ay 3 G | Al ol dnd g e LIS Jgis
e.g. I'm sorry if I spoke out of turn, but
somebody had to tell him the facts.
take a turn for the worse 1Y youi sy
e.g. Their relationship took a tum for the

worse when he lost his job.

turnabout

turnabout is fair play

ol loslu¥Y1 ga Jandl gl
e.g. You cook dinner tonight, I cooked last
night. Tutnabout is fair play.
turtle
e Wl b agry e iy (G6)
e.g. We lost all our diving gear when the

turn turtle

boat turned turtle just off the shore.
twain
Never the twain shall meet
(ol o) ORI i o

e.g. Psychologists support behavioural
therapy, pharmacologists support drugs
and never the twain shall meet.
twilight
atwilight zone & 14,95 2 4l Lo dihaia] |

(Casts o106 5] Coguasms) T 2
e.g. She’d been unconsious ever since she
fell, trapped in the twilight zone between
life and death.
twinkle
when sb. was a (mere) twinkle in their
(A5 o) W5 01 s
e.g. All this happened a very long time

father’s eye

ago, when you wete a mere twinkle in
your father’s eye.
twinkling of an eye 5,5 ds jouy (s B0
e.g. This machine will do all the calculations
in the twinkling of an eye.
twist
drive/send sb round the twist

avdiy Ly plid oy Laraly Lasns Goiaiy
e.g. This non-stop banging is driving me
round the twist.
round the twist alie Ads ‘u;u
e.g. She’s completely round the twist, just
sits there all day talking to herself.



two

395

two

two
two can play at that game
Gl cll 81| e [5) Casns o355 Lotze
e.g. So she’s been spreading rumours
about me, has she? Well, two can play at
that game.
be in/of two minds
Skl e B L (Liie 0K
e.g. I was in two minds whether or not to
come this moming.
be like two peas in a pod .21 lyasolet
e.g. You can tell they’re brothers at a
glance. They’re like two peas in a pod.
be two of akind a5l 5 Olpleza OS5I
e.g. Amy and I are two of 2 kind. That’s
why we've stayed friends for long.
fall between two stools
be caught between two stools  }2i
Sl e 8 s e o gl o)
e.g. If you try to organize an event that will
appeal to both young and old, you can end
up caught between two stools.
fot two cents
Y Jola) | BT ] s ol ¥ Jans psis
c Jrlan 03 (Glne oy dlae 3 5
e.g. For two cents I'd hit him. He’s so
damed spoiled and stuck up.
not have two pennies to rub together
not have two nickles to rub together
Az e LS
e.g. She’s been out of work for months and
doesn’t have two pennies to rub together.
it takes two to tango
o5 g b Jas = Jgtms aadSS i, >
e.g. ‘She blames Tracy for robbing her
husband’. “Well, it takes two to tango’
kill two birds with one stone

1AL oS 6 1]

P (p o sheal o gy
e.g. I killed two birds with one stone and
saw old friends while I was in Leeds
visiting my parents.
(There’s) no two ways about it
(U585 Lo i 5S55) =T3S Y
e.g. Patricia was the meanest person I've
ever met.No two ways about it.
put your two cents (worth) in
lis by OF 09> 428l 3 LT, oo
e.g. She always has to put her two cents
worth in! Why can’t she just keep quiet?
your two cents (worth)
e.g. Stay out of this. If we want your two
cents we'll ask for 1t!
put in/stick in your two pennyworth
olhe 2 i Ol pa Ll § bl oomis
e.g. Whenever the subject of hunting
comes up you can rely on anthony to put
his pennyworth.
put two and two together
G | gzl yand | L il Lo plas s
e.g. I didn’t tell her my husband had left,
but she’s noticed his car was missing and
put two and two together.
put two and two together and get/make
five a3 ¢ Jas
e.g. She thought I was pregnant. I was sick
a couple of times and she put two and two
together and made five.
put/stick two fingers up at sb/sth
plaml T d oS Yy pans e ol @l oy
e.g. These protest marches are a way of
putting two fingers up at politicians.
that makes two of us wwuu.‘.l.'i‘).pial.f
J,Ls&i,i,-,Tws..zc.@.Jl_a,.Jl
(p8) OLS bly o Licige Lo Lol



two-bit

type

e.g. I found his talk really boring. That
makes two of us!
two’s company (three’s a crowd)

logim (11 Oy Yy 5La¥1 Oy Olaases
e.g. They asked me to go to the cinema
with them, but two’s a2 company if you
know what I mean.
two - bit
| o 12 5] i
e.g. The man was shot by a two-bit crook

two-bit

who nobody ever heard of.

two-faced
two-faced WL
e.g. Have you seen what he wrote about
us? He seemed so nice when we spoke on
the phone. What a two-faced bastard!
two-time
two-time sb Q:..a'..zc._‘i:nlj- Zs)l...gr_,ss‘
dlgedy B
e.g. If I ever found out she was two-timing

me, I’d kill her.

two-timing
You should get rid of that two-timing boy
friend of yours.
two-timer.
e.g. He’s just a dirty two-timer.
two-way
a two-way street
e Loy ) Lo ad oty g
e.g. Talks with the nurses have to be a
two-way street. If they want to discuss
salaries we want to discuss their
performance.
type
revett to type
= oYl dans JI s gm 52 &S plas s Loy
(p¢) o pll e (pg) ool o
e.g. After several weeks without saying a
rude word to anyone, he seems to have

reverted to type.





